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Stronger GCC-ACC ties urged 

alei ftf JIM iM aumkj Wat between tm Arab zroras fa n auti 
lllllbcd Sunday. Be arid fee afa (fa* Cooperation CoundB (GCC) states 
^ ^ Ca a^tn^sm Cwwcfl (ACC) lyfluping Jordan, Eppt. NflgHi 

fcnca mA Iraq Wald rnmflmu mere dotafy. “Despite thdr (fee GCC 
WM) ■wn tkthc j arc ab ort «f mampemtr capable of factag «ay Amiga 
■Utl^^ fatBafatafadagyAkhbarAIKIah^qBofadRfadM^w 
Wt wyjtn^iMfalmhrtw^CCCaBdACCalatoWfa 
cove At* bi hfae, he said. He GCC grans Bahrain, Saadi Arabia. 
KawA, Qatar* Oman and the Caked cemkand 

g 6 ??* i ” d . ta . 1 * > : The ACC *** fa™ed fa Fcbranry 1989. 

®ai backed Kuwait's i W ri o n fast wauili to vitbhuw ban (he 19-state 
C ^^^^ Eeaw ^^ d, * to ^ ttl * n ^ poorpnftmice 
~ e»H fro« sane members. “Kuwait has 

ande (he right dedstat,” he nkL 


■ ’ * L '' j.14, • ? . 
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Inmates riot in British prison 

MANCHESTER, Eagfand (AP) — About 300 Inmates rioted at an 
overcrowded Victorian prison Sunday, occ u pyin g rooftops, nasbiog 
windows Ml tetti&g Ores facdde. Thirty -two guards and an unknown 
Bomber of inmates were tqjnred. H u n dr e ds of riot polfce surrounded the 
medtam-secnrlty Stnmgeways prison. A poBce hdfaopter bowed over- 
bad as blade smoke bfflowed from two crilhtocfa. A dozen firefighters 
battled a Maze fa the H block under poBce protection. Scores of poBoe vans 
fined side streets around the prison, a 1J mSametres than the Manchester 
efty centre fa attnl England The Home Office, responsible fcr prisma 
awl bnv enforcement, said the perimeter of the prison was secure. Greater 
Manchester police rdtased to ramaem on first reports that some prison 
officers had bees taken hostage. A police spokeswoman dm was unable to 
confirm reports of fataHries. A Home Office statnnail odd the uprising 
began in the prison chtpd Sunday morning, when 360 huratos attacked 
Huff members. 
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^ Mon-diplomats 
to be recalled in 

- V: bid to cut spending 

■ AMMAN (J.T.) — All Jordanian 

. counsellors and attaches working 

. at Jordanian embassies — except 

- > members of the diplomatic craps 

' — will be recalled to Amman as 

- r ^ of beginning of July, in a drive 
r .Lf designed to curtail government 

. spending and consequently to cut 

- •V; > - the budget deficit, informed 

. sources said. The decision covers 

counsellors and cultural, labour, 
infinmatirai, press, commercial 
-*• and tourist attaches in addition to 
correspondents of the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, tbe sources 
said. The Cabinet has requested 
the various ministries to furnish it 
with names of such officials and 
dates of their appointment or 
■-'2 pi' *> transfer to such positions. Tbe 
government decision win be im- 
* t {demented irrespective of the 
time each rate has spent in die 
present post. 

Arab Bank pays 
JD6m In income tax 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
IBank paid in January JD 6 mo- 
tion to the Income Tax Depart- 
ment on account of the bank's 
income tax dues for the year 
1989, according to Arab Bank 
sources. The amount is due on 
interest collected by the bank's 
:-V various branches throughout the 
Kingdom,' the sources said. 

U.N. 'dears 
Hocke of charges’ 

GENEVA (AP) — Jean-Piene 
Hocke, dip former U-N. high 
. commissioner for refugees who 

. •- resigned last November amid 

. .j idfegstians he misused funds, has 

. been, denied Jby a sgcdaLUJvL . 
investigation, Swiss newspapers 
said Sunday. Tbe reports, citing 
“ in fo rm ed sources," said a study 
by experts appointed by United 
. Nations Secretary-General Javier 

__ ’ Perez de Cuellar showed that- 
. Hocke’s management of a spedal 

educational account was “regular 
_ . and legitimate.” The results of 
the investigation have not yet 
1 been officially published. U.N. 

spokesman could not immediate- 
ly be reached for comment in' 
L\ Geneva, and a spokesman in New 
Yoric said be could not confinn or 
deny the report. Perez de Cuellar 
was traveflmg Sunday and could 
not be reached for comment. 

Libya protests 
Ethiopian 
u? "" expulsions 

TUNIS (R) — Libya protested to 

- - • Ethiopia Sunday over tbe expul- 

_s»p of two Libyan diplomats 
based in Addis Ababa, foe offi- 
' rial Libyan news agency JANA 

said. Diplomatic sources in the 

■ _ i- •’ Ethiopian capital linked tbe ex- 

t - ■’ p ulsio ns Saturday with a bomb 

- 4' explosion on Friday in a lavatory 

.... of the Addis Ababa Hilton, 

where Israeli Ambassador to 
.Ethiopia Meyer Joffe retides. 
The bomb caused little damage 
; aad ao injuries. Tbe Libyan peo- 

• pie's bureau for foreign liaison 

(foreign ministry) summoned the 
EBtio prari char ge d'affaires in 
; . '• .rTripoS Sunday, told him the ex- 
’^pofesoas were unjustifiable and 
v-' -> oaked him for an official explana- 
“■ . ■' "sHfao, JANA said. 

Andreotti in Cyprus 

s: " V-.^-LARNACA (AP) — Italian 
;> •* feme Minister Gitilk) Andreotti 

arrived Sunday fra: a two-day 
afttda] visit to Cyprus. He was 

_ welcomed by Cyprus President 

-■-'“jm • George Vassflion. Andreotti was 
. ; aocraapanied by five senators and 

. :: two parliamentary deputies who 

■ '\j; Kffl attend the week-long Inter- 
. “ Parfia men tary Umon cooference 
' -~:wfeh qpens in Ntcotia Monday. 

i tIA navy jet 
9oesdown 

; ^ * GAETA. toly (*P) - A U.S. 
•:3 . .! savy jet crashed in the western 
M&Mtcnancan during routine op- 
nations bet tbe pact was qtnckly 
-V ^ttcaed, a Sixth Fleet ^xjkesnan 
. » >• said Sunday. The F-lfi Hornet, 

- . operating frran the USS Dwight 
a D. Eiseahower, was flying about 
t r 28 from die aircr aft carrier - 

' # ' ^ whea it went down Saturday 
I- aSerooon, said Jao Fallia. An 
Sea King helicopter operat- 
'V v a^gso the area recowxed tbe pilot 

- withm 10 nrimrtes and returned to 

' c^fte camer, Faffin said. The cause 

: S' ' of the accident was under iuves- 


Kremlin sends tanks, 
troops to Lithuania 


MOSCOW (R) — Tanks ground 
through Lithuania’s capital Sun- 
day after Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev issued bis 
strongest warning yet to the rebel 
republic. 

A col ninn of Soviet tanks rol- 
led through Vilnius from the rail- 
way station to a base on tbe 
northern side of the capital early 
Sunday, a spokesman for the 
Lithuanian parliament said. 

“They were light paratrooper 
tanks. There were enough to 
form a column," the spokesman 


Troops also built a helicopter 
pad and a communications base 
with satellite dishes near the air- 
port, he said. 

Gorbachev, battling to contain 
separatism in several Soviet re- 
publics, had earlier warned the 
Lithuanians of “grave consequ- 
ences” unless tbe republic’s par- 
liament repealed its March 11 
declaration of independence. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and other Western leaders have 
repeatedly called on Moscow to 
avoid using force towards the 
Baltic republics, annexed by dic- 
tator Josef S talin in 1940. 

Leaders of Lithuania’s Russian 
minority renewed appeals to Gor- 
bachev to dismiss the republic’s 
government. 

Lithuanian President Vytantas 
Landsbergis denounced Gor- 
bachev’s words as “harsh and 
vindictive.” Tbe republic’s parlia- 
ment, or supreme Soviet, was due 
to discuss a response Monday. 

A hint of compromise came 
from die Lithuanian side when an 
official at die parliament's in- 


formation office said the declara- 
tion might be re-worded Monday. 

But another Landsbergis aide 
was doubtful. “We only have one 
card in our hand and that is our 
declaration of independence. If 
we give that up, we will have 
nothing.” 

In Moscow, Valery Ivanov, co- 
president Of Lith uani a’s pro- 
Moscow Yedinstov (Unity) 
movement, told Renters: “I drink 
they will do something. Other- 
wise they will not get anywhere, 
they are going np a Mind alley.” 

Ivanov addressed a rally of 
fewer than ISO people in the 
Soviet capital urging Gorbachev 
to dismiss the Lith uanian parlia- 
ment and call fresh elections. 

He said tbe Feb. 24 polls 
which elected Lithuania's pro- 
independence government were 
riddled with irregularities and the 
media was giving a false picture. 

The independence movement 
Sajudis won twohthiids of the 
seats in the 141-seat parliament. 
Lith uanians make up 80 per cent 
of the population, Russian im- 
migrants nine per cent and Foies, 
Byelorussians and Ukrainians the 
remainder. 

Nationalists in neighbouring 
Latvia appealed to Western pow- 
ers Sunday to use diplomatic and 
economic pressure on Moscow to 
negotiate with the Lithuanians. 

“We appeal to you not to leave 
die Baltic states at the mercy of 
the totalitarian superpower, the 
USSR, which has never aban- 
doned any territory which it has 
occupied,” the Latvian Popular 
Front, which won a majority in its 
parliame nt, said.. 


“We believe and hope that 
support for Gorbachev by the 
governments of tbe democratic 
states does not mean tbe betrayal 
of the Baltic states in 1990,” it 
said. 

Some Western officials say 
that, while their governments 
favour Lithuanian independence, 
they see support for Gorbachev 
and his reforms as a higher prior- 
ity. 

Tens of thousands of Ukrai- 
nians defied an official ban on 
Saturday to hold rallies in Kiev 
and other cities in support of 
Lithuanian independence, the 
nationalist movement Rokh said. 

Police dispersed the demon- 
strators in Donetsk, Vimritsa and 
Chernovtsy, it said. There were 
no immediate reports of any se- 
rious violence. 

Nationalists in Georgia and 
Byelorussia have also come out in 
support of the Lithuanians, as 
have radicals in Russia. 

Ivanov said more than 1,000 of 
his Yedinstvo supporters had 
attended a meeting in bis home 
town, Kaunas, Saturday. 

Yedinstvo's offices' in Vilnius 
had been attacked Friday night, 
he said. Windows were broken 
and tbe Soviet flag tom -down, 
but the vandals had failed to 
break down the door. 

He also said that many small 
enterprises in Lithuania were fac- 
ing supply shortages and a wave 
of unemployment threatened. 

In a reference to Landsbergis’ 
calling as a professor of music, be 
added: “Sajndis’ policy is not 
serious. All we are getting is 
.variations oitn theme.” 


Bahrain, Egypt criticise Mandela 

U.S. Senate resolution to meet 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Bahrain and Egypt, which have 
dose ties with the United Stales, 
have criticised a U.S. Senate re- 
solution recognising Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capitaL 

A statement issued after tbe 
Bahraini cabinet's weekly session 
called on all states to condemn 
the Senate move “in the interests 
of world peace and security and 
to preserve the rights of the 
Palestinian Arab people which 
the resolution has ignored.” 

In Cairo, the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry voiced concern over the 
U.S. Senate resolution and said: 
“Solving the Middle East prob- 
lem, including die status of Jeru- 
salem, will not be possible by 
taking decisions which call for 
recognising situations that lade 
legal basis.” 

“It is an obstacle that does not 
help solve the problem but rather 
complicates .it added. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
Egypt was following the issue 
with great concern. 

The U.S. Senate passed a non- 
binding resolution last week 
urging Washington to acknow- 
ledge that Jerusalem “is and 
should remain the capital of the 
state of Israel.” 

* The Egyptian statement noted 
that Arab Jerusalem was “an 
integral part of the West Bank 
which Israel has occupied since 
1967 and where Palestinians have 
legitimate and historical rights 
that cannot be forgotten.” 


It also said any attempt to 
change “the status of (Arab) 
Jerusalem unilaterally goes 
against die basic principles of 
international law and United Na- 
tions resolutions on the Middle 
East problems.” 

The U.S. resolution, which ex- 
presses die ofrinion of the Senate 
and is not binding on the U.S. 
government, ran counter to the 
policies erf U.S. administrations, 
including that of President 
George Bush. 

They have refused to accept 
farad’s “annexation” of the city 
and say Jerusalem’s future should 
-be the subject of Arab-Israeli 
negotiation. Bush has reaffirmed 
that policy. 

The resolution “contravenes all 
international laws and norms and 
violates United Nations resolu- 
tions which prevent and occupy- 
ing power from changing status of 
the territories it holds,” the 
Bahraini cabinet statement said. 

The prime minister, Sheifch 

Khalifa Ben Salman AJ ITHalrfa 

said: “It was adopted at a time 
that die world is moving towards 
peaceful solutions of internation- 
al problems and ft can pose a 
major impediment to the peace- 
malting efforts in the region.” 

He said that the resolution will 
“provoke Arab and Islamic feel- 
ings.” 

Arab governments and the 46- 
member Organisation of Islamic 
Countries have condemned the 
Senate resolution. 


Iraqi official denies U.S. 
triggers for nuclear bombs 


NEW YORK (R) — Iraqi Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Nizar Ham- 
doon denied Sunday that his gov- 
ernment was producing midear 
weapons and said Ba g h d ad in- 
tended to use U.S.-made detona- 
tors confiscated in Britain for 
laser technology. 

“My government was not in- 
volved in getting any detonaton 
the way they are suggesting,” 
Hamdoon told the CBS television 
networ k in reference to a U.S. 
indictment that charged five peo- 
ple and two British companies 
with smuggling U.S .- 
mamrfactnred nodear triggers to 

•^^iraq was interested in getting 
the iugh-veiodty robber high- 
voltage capacitors which have 
many applications in laser and 
other industrial fields,” he said. 

“We are not involved in any 
flin-h-ar weapon discussion. My 


go ver nm ent’s position is that Iraq 
has neither the capability oor the 
wish to produce nuclear 
weapons.” 

He said Iraq was interested in a 
(xmprchensive arms treaty in the 
Middle East that would cover 
long-range missiles and midear 
weapons. 

“But we don’t like to be dealt 
with selectively on this or that 
weapon because we think all mass 
destruction weapons should be 
eliminated,” be said. 

Former Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy said 
Washington should look "very 
carefully” at Iraq’s interest in a 
comprehensive arms agreement. 

Iraq’s Oanq nuclear reactor 

was destroyed m a 1981 Israeli air 

raid. Hamdoon warned Iraq 
would retaliate against any such 
recurring attack. 




LAW DAY PROUSTS: An Israeli p o Hcemaw beats up a 
Palestinian demonstrator and protesters burn tyres and throw 


stones at Israeli s o h Ber s during Friday’s a nnj vet s— y of Land Day hi 
Palestine. 


Armed Forces launch April fool’s day j okes 

i •! va • a They sounded more of a wish than a joke, it is true. But those o! 

f'SH* 1*Pll11llniTl0 FMPniPrt' who believed that our mail wffl soon be home delivered, and tiu 

waa 1 ^UUUUUIg I# 1 UJVVS- wffi soon be taUdng to each other over Citizens Bands (CB) radi 


to meet 
de Klerk 
on violence 

MOTHERWELL, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Nelson Mandela 
said Sunday be would meet with 
President F.W. de Klezk alone 
informally this week to discuss 
the violence raging across the 
country. 

Mandela said he would not 
lead an African National Con- 
gress (ANC) delegation in formal 
talks. 

The ANC leader did not spe- 
cify when he would meet de 
Klerk, but said ft would be after 
his trip to Natal province, where 
five years of black faction fighting 
has intensified in tbe past week, 
causing scores of deaths 

Mandela told a news confer-, 
ence he intended to fly to Durban 
on Monday to visit people 
affected by the recent upsurge in 
violence. 

He gave no details on the 
meeting with de Klerk, but indi- 
cated he was answering a person- 
al invitation from the president. 
Last week Mandela, die ANC 
deputy president, was persuaded 
by other ANC leaders to cancel 
two planned meetings seen as 
steps towards ending nationwide 
violence. 

. Black resident cheered Sun- 
day when tracks from the white- 
led South African army moved 
into a Natal village to stop gang 
warfare. 

But in another village people 
said police had shot dead two 
men without reason. 

Renter photographer Ulli 
Michel said hundreds of blacks 
were engaged in a pitched battle 
with shotguns and knives in 
Edendale when eight army trucks 
rolled into the valley near Natal’s 
■provincial capital Pietermaritz- 
burg. 

Supporters of one side cheered 
and raised their fists to salute tbe 
heavily-armed soldiers as their 
opponents, who had flooded in 
from an adjoining valley, fled. 

It was not dear how many 
people had been injured in the 
battle. Several houses bad been 
set alight and ‘groups of armed 
men continued to fire wildly in 
the area. 

Tbe soldiers, who took no ac- 
tion against the combatants, con- 
tinued to patrol the valley, one of 
fiie hardest hit in battles between 
Zulus who support the ANC- 
aiBed United Democratic Front 
and those who stand by tiie tradi- 
tional Zulu fnbatha movement 


AMMAN ('J.T.) — The 
Armed Forces maintenance 
corps has embarked on a pilot 
project to rebuild Volkswagen 
cars at its central workshops in 
Amman in a move to reduce 
new purchase of new vehicles 
and spare parts. 

Tbe director of the central 
workshops told the Jordan 
Times that tbe project was 
initiated after a thorough study 
proved the feasibility of re- 
building Volkswagen cars us- 
ing parts from written-off vehi- 
cles to build new ones. 

Tbe project is designed for 
implementation at two stages 
of 50 vehicles each in addition 
to Toyota pick-up tracks and 
buses, he said. 

The cost of rebuilding the 


cars represents only 25 per 
cent of tbe cost price of the 
vehicles, and tbe rebuilt cars 
can serve for 10 years, he said. 
The total cost involved for 
rebuilding 50 vehicles will be 
approximately JD 192,500 ex- 
cluding spare parts, the direc- 
tor said. 

He said the workshop was 
ready to train engineers from 
the public sector and 
polytechnic students on re- 
building vehicles. 

The assistant director of tbe 
workshops said the project in- 
volved local expertise and that 
two thirds of the parts needed 
for the rebuilding process were 
being provided by the work- 
shops with the rest bought 
from the local markets. 


They sounded more of a wish than a joke, it is true. But those of you 
who believed that oaor maO win soon be home defivered, and that we 
will soon be taUdng to each other over Citizens Bands (CB) radios in 
oor private cars, are in for a little disappointment. The Jordan 
Times’ two front-page stories yesterday, “Mail at your doorstep — 
personal delivery ia-the-ofEmg” and “Walkie-talkies come to town; 
5,030 subscribers expected,” were our version of April ford’s day 
jofcefe}. 

Hopefully your disappointment wifl not last all year long though. 
There wifi have to be new developments in both Adds in the next 
twelve months, and we hope to keep yon poGted on them whenever 


Likud unhappy over 
Peres’ coalition tactics 


Guns silent in 15th 
Aoun-Geagea truce 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A cease- 
fire stilled the heavy guns in the 
latest round of fighting for con- 
trol of Lebanon’s Christian en- 
clave Sunday, allowing thousands 
of civilians to flee file embattled 
region. 

Police said an uneasy calm 
reigned over the major warfronts 
in rain-drenched east Beirut and 
the fog-shrouded highlands of the 
Kesrouan province in the Christ- 
ian hinterland 1 northeast of the 
capital. 

“A few minor sniping incidents 
marred the new trace, which is 
allowing rescue workers to re- 
move bodies and civilians to flee. 
The trace seems to be holding, at 
feast momentarily,” said a police 
spokesman. 

' The latest round of foil-scale 
fi ghting broke out at dawn Friday, 
pitting rebel General Michel 
Aoun's 19,000 army troops 
against militia warlord Samir 
Geagea’s 6, 000-strong Lebanese 
Forces (LF). 

An ultimatum given Aoun by 
leaders of Lebanon’s Maronite 
Christian church to end tbe war 
and submit to internationally 
backed President EKas Hrawi was 
extended Sunday for more talks, 
political sources said. 

Tim ultimatum was sent by 
Maronite notables summoned on 
Thursday by their patriarch, Nas- 
rallah Buffos Sfcir. Aoun did not 
attend but Geagea did. 

Police said 63 people were ltd- 
led and 133 wounded in the two 
days of fighting, using artillery,- 
tanks and mutii-barreBed rocket 
launchers, that shattered a March 
3 ceasefire. 

Many villages have been vir- 
tually wiped out by shellfire and 
large sections of several posh 


mountain resort towns were gut- 
ted, the spokesman said, “yet 
neither side has gained a single 
inch of territory.” 

Aoun’s army has failed to 
break through Lebanese Forces 
defences in Kesrouan or east 
Beirut's Ashrafiyeh and Karanti- 
na districts, which left Geagea in 
full control of two thirds of the 
Christian enclave. 

Aoun and his troops remained 
squeezed in the Metn province, 
with no airport .or harbour to 
bring in arms supplies. Hostile 
Syrian troops ring all overland 
inlets to his territory. 

“The showdown remains in- 
conclusive on the battleground, 
but Geagea is rapkfly emerging as 
the political victor,” said a long- 
time Lebanon analyst, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

Tbe latest round pot the overall 
casualties at 839 dead and 2^89 
injured since Jan. 30, when Aoun 
moved against Geagea to stamp 
out tiie main challenge to his 
authority in the 800- square- 
kilometre enclave. 

. A three-man mediation com- 
mittee of neutral Christians back- 
ed by the Vatican negotiated the 
new truce, which went into effect 
at 2£0a.m. (0300 GMT). It fc the 
15th in two months. 

Egypt Sunday called on the 
warring groups to stop fighting 
and urged them to support Hrawi 
as the legitimate ruler of the 
country. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Megtdd told rep o rters that the 
in tensifie d fighting had shocked 
-die world. 

“The waning parties are asked 
to immediately stop all violence 
and fighting,” Abdul Meguid 
said. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
ruling Likud Party has accused 
Labour- Party leader Shimon 
Peres of acting “like a thief in tbe 
night" in his hunt for defectors to 
form a government backing peace 
talks with Palestinians. 

To succeed Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, Peres needs the 
endorsement of only one legisla- 
tor now supporting the Likud 
leader in the deadlocked parlia- 
ment. 

Support for the parties is split 
60-60. 

“Tbe problem is to find the 
61st to break this tie,” Labour 
Party Chairman Micha Harish 
told reporters. “In my opinion 
there is a chance.” 

He said Labour hoped to woo a 
five-member Likud offshoot led 
by Economics Minister Yitzhak 
Modal, a hardliner disenchanted 
by Shamils policies, would be an 
unlikely Labour ally. 

“We’ve heard more than once 
before that Shimon Peres is pre- 
senting a government, forming a 
government and has a majority 
and afterwards we find it is totally 
unbased, " Likud cabinet minister 
Ronni Milo told reporters.! 

“He is trying to build it on 
defectors, he is acting like a thief 
in the eight... but it has no baas. 
Mr. Peres can’t form a govern- 


ment.” 

Quoting Labour sources, two 
newspapers reported tbe party 
would give its former Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 68, a 
chance to form a coalition if Peres 
failed to win more Jewish reli- 
gious parties to his cause. 

“Labour may pick Rabin if 
Peres fails “headlined the Jeru- 
salem Post. “Agitation in Labour 
to replace Peres with Rabin,” 
said A1 Hamishmar. 

Only five of the 18 religious 
party legislators have sided with 
Labour, the rest with Likud. The 
religious parties are traditional 
kingmakers in Israeli politics. 

Protest against rabbi 

Thousands of Israelis Saturday 
attended a rally to protest against 
remarks by a leading ultra- 
orthodox rabbi who denounced 
the secular life-style of kibbu- 
tizim, Israel’s communal agri- 
cultural settlements. 

The speech by Rabbi Eliezer 
Schach has caused an uproar in 
Israel, with tbe secular left and 
right speaking out against what 
they consider attempts at reli- 
gious coercion. 

In his speech last Monday, 
~Scbach cast doubt on the Jewish- 
ness of kibbutzniks who are held 
in high esteem. 


budget, final account 


AMMAN — Tbfe Arab Bank 
Shareholders general assembly 
held its 60th meeting at the 
Arab Bank Building in Am- 
man under the chairmanship of 
Board of Directors Chairman 
Abdul Majeed Sboman and in 
tbe presence of representatives 
of the comptroller of com- 
panies at the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade and a group of 
the Arab Bank shareholders in 
various Arab countries. 

Tbe meeting discussed the 
general budget, the final 
account, the board of direc- 
tors’ report published on pages 
5, 6, 7 and 8. 



Abdul Majeed Sboman 


* 



^Middle East Hews 

Shamir plans 5 new Jewish 
settlements in occupied lands 

TEX AVIV (AP) — Caretaker Prime Minister 
Yi tzhak Shamir has set in motion pians to quickly 
start five more Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories, an aide said Sunday. 


The action is bound to fuel 
tensions with the United States 
whose leaders have renewed 
warnings lately that the settle- 
ments in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are an obstacle to 
peace. 

Shamir, bead of the right-wing 
Likud Bloc, acted as his political 
rival. Labour Party leader Shi- 
mon Peres, sped up efforts to 
form a new governing coalition 
without Likud by later this week. 

President Chaim Herzog asked 
Peres to put together a new coali- 
tion after the Likud-Labour 
cabinet led by Shamir collapsed 
on March 15 in a parliamentary 
vote of no confidence. The vote 
was triggered by a dispute over 
Middle East peacemaking. 

Yossi Ahimeir, the head of 
Shamir's bureau, said of the pre- 
mier's plans for settlements: 

“We are talking about com- 
pleting the pictine of eight settle- 
ments decided by our govern- 
ment, and there's no doubt that 
sooner or later they will be estab- 
lished/' 


Israel Radio said former De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
the Labour Party postponed con- 
struction of five of the settle- 
ments in response to American 
protests. The defence minister 
has final say on when settlements 
will be built. 

Ahimeir noted that Shamir was 
now acting as defence minister, a 
post he took over after Rabin's 
resignation from the cabinet on 
March 13 during the crisis that led 
to the government collpase. 

“If there were artificial delays 
until now, they will be removed," 
Ahimeir said, interviewed by 
telephone. Ahimeir stressed that 
the settlements were all autho- 
rised by a cabinet decision of 
more than a year ago. 

Labour legislator Avraham 
Burg maintained that Shamir also 
wanted to confiscate additional 
land for settlements and enlarge 
the present Jewish enclaves 
around Hebron, where clashes 
have erupted between settlers 
and Palestinians. 

Burg told the Associated Press 


that Shamir's plans were in line 
with the Likud philosophy of not 
giving up any land in the occupied 
territories, even in exchange for 
peace. 

“Part of the plan is to kill the 
peace process,” he said. “Shamir 
is still devoted to the greater land 
of Israel.” 

Since occupying the West Bank 
and Gaza during the 1967 Middle 
East war, Israel has built 143 
settlements which are home to 
some 75,000 Jews. About 1.7 
million Palestinians live in the 
occupied lands. 

An additional 120,000 Israelis 
have been moved into a string of 
neighbourhoods built in the occu- 
pied Jerusalem where some 
140,000 Palestinians live. 

Three settlements have been 
opened since Shamir was re- 
elected premier in November 
1988. These are Ofarim and 
Tsoref inaugurated last May 10 in 
the West Bank and Kfar Darom. 
started about the same time in 
Gaza. 

Five others, agreed on as a 
compromise between Shamir and 
Peres when they formed their 
joint government, have not yet 
been built, nor their names and 
sites published. 

Ahimeir confirmed a radio re- 
port that Shamir has named 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal will host talks 
with political leaders Monday to 
seek a unified front against an 
upsurge in Kurdish rebel vio- 
lence. 

The meeting follows calls for 
more rights for Kurds during the 
most violent start to any year 
since the Marxist rebels launched 
an independence campaign in the 
southeast in mid-1984. 

“The problem should be solved 
within the realm of democracy 
and without sacrificing human 
rights/ 1 said a spokesman for the 
main opposition Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP). 

Sources in the ruling centre- 
right Motherland Party said the 
cabinet was determined to crack 
down on the rebels but might 
consider a softer stance towards 
ordinary Kurds. 

Turkey does not regard its esti- 
mated 10 million Kurds — nearly 
one in five of the population — as 
a minority. Many officials refer 
to them as “mountain Turks”. 

Kurdish, widely spoken pri- 
vately, cannot be used in official 
dealings and is not taught in 
schools. Even Kurdish songs are 
forbidden in some towns. Last 
October, a singer was banned in 
(he town of Van for singing popu- 
lar Kurdish songs. 

A total of 55 people were 
reported killed in March in the 
rugged southeast, where most 
Kurds live, compared with only 
16 in January-March 1989. 

More than 2,000 people, in- 
cluding soldiers, have been killed 
since the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) launched its campaign 
near the Iraqi, Syrian and Iranian 
borders. 

Turkey has indirectly accused 
the three countries of supporting 
the rebels, estimated to number 
more than 2,000. 

SHP leader Erdal Inonu said 
he would attend the talks with 
Ozal and Prime Minister Yildir- 
im Akbulnt Suleyman Demirel, 
head of the centre-right True 
Path Party, indicated he would 
also be there. 

“By agreeing to attend, I am 
trying to fulfil the duty that rests 
with us for the preservation of 
national unity and territorial in- 
tegrity," Inonu told reporters 
Thursday. 

Inonu and Demirel have been 
implacable foes of Ozal since he 


Michael Dekel, a veteran Likud- 
activist and former deputy de- 
fence minister, to be in charge of 
building the new settlements. 

The radio said Dekel still needs 
permits from the military govern- 
ment in the occupied territories 
and the Justice Ministry, which 
controls land purchases. In the 
past, some settlements have been 
started by putting up fences and 
moving in mobile homes. 

Peres, meanwhile, was seeking 
to break a 60-60 deadlock with 
Likud to win a majority coalition 
in the 120-member parliament, 
but attempting to enlist defectors 
from Likud, Israeli media re- 
ported. 

By law Peres has about 10 
additional days to complete his 
task and then can ask Herzog for 
an extension. This could give 
Herzog an opportunity to ask 
Shamir to form a government. 

Israeli newspapers noted that 
Rabin, Labour's no. 2, could also 
be assigned to form a government 
if Peres fails. 

Rabin is more popular with 
religious swing parties, largely 
because of his tough policies 
aimed at patting down the 
Palestinian uprising that has been 
carried out in the occupied terri- 
tories for the past 27 months. 


was elected president by parlia- 
ment last November. His victory 
was ensured by what they termed 
an outdated majority held by the 
Motherland, which Ozal led from 
1983. 

Opposition sources said Inonu 
and Demirel were likely to use 
the talks to press for early general 
elections following the Mother- 
land's continued plunge in popu- 
larity. 

Ozal called for the talks after a 
meeting last Wednesday of the 
National Security Council, which 
includes leaders of the armed 
forces. 

Fresh trouble erupted on 
March 21 when at least four 
people were killed in CSzre, over- 
looking Syria, during a Kurdish 
demonstration. Similar protests 
were held in major cities. 

Qzre was later damped under 
a 36-hour curfew backed by 
tanks. Officials blamed rebel 
marksmen for the killings. 

On Friday trouble spread for 
tiie fust time to Diyarbakir, the 
main southeastern city and bead- 
quarters of the fight against PKK 
guerrillas. 

Local sources said about 10 
people were detained when they 
dosed their shops after receiving 
telephone calls and leaflets from 
the PKK seeking passive as weU 
as active resistance in the 
economically-backward south- 
east. 

“Nobody with common sense 
would deny the fact that soda] 
reasons lie beneath the problems 
in the southeast," political col- 
umnist Ugur Mumcu wrote in the 
left-leaning daily Cumhuriyet. 

“Unless the social structure of 
the east and souteast is changed, 
problems will never end.” 

Rebels caO for talks 

Meanwhile the leader of separ- 
atist Kurdish rebels was quoted 
Sunday as calling for a ceasefire 
and talks with Ankara to end the 
conflict which has killed more 
than 2,000 people since mid-1984. 

“Let us declare a ceasefire and 
negotiate,” Hurriyet newspaper 
quoted Abdullah Ocalan, leader 
of the PKK, as saying. 

“This is a crazy special war- 
fare... in 1990 there will be grea- 
ter bloodshed but I am not re- 
sponsible for it. We shall spread 
terror to all over Turkey," Oca- 
lan was quoted as saying. 


In Kuwait, 
the state 
provides 

Ashraf Fouad 

Reuters 

KUWAIT - T had a British 
girlfriend here who bad a nose 
job absolutely free,” says a fore- 
ign resident of the Gulf state of 
Kuwait. 

“When I first arrived I could 
not make a call at the airport 
because the coin slot was block- 
ed,” says an Egyptian traveller. 
“I later found out local calls were 
free." 

Outsideis are endlessly amazed 
by the sweeping range of benefits 
and services this northern Gnlf 
state extends to its 700,000 
citizens, 1.3 million non-Kuwaiti 
residents and even passing 
travellers. 1 

Tourists or visiting business- 
men can check in at any state 
hospital and receive free treat- 
ment, medication, even surgery. 

“My mother-in-law is diabetic. 
Every day two nurses come to the 
house to give her an insulin injec- 
tion for free,” says a Jordanian 
who has worked in Kuwait more 
than 20 yean. 

Another expatriate chimes in: 
“It's even better if you are a 
Kuwaiti.” 

Some of Kuwait’s neighbours had 
to reduce social benefits when ofl 
prices crashed in the mid-1980s. 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest 
oil exporter, tried to impose taxes 
in 1988 but scrapped the plan 
after expatriates threatened to 
quit. 

But the Emir, Sheikh Jaber AJ 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, raised grants 
and loans tins mouth for newly- 
wed Kuwaitis — part of an effort 
launched in 1986 to boost the 
proportion of Kuwaitis in the 
population to half by the turn of 
tiie century. 

The couples now get a $3,400 
grant and a $6,800 soft loan. 

Kuwaitis, who enjoy one of the 
highest per capita incomes in the 
world, can also buy a piece of 
land at a token price and take a 
$186,000 soft loan to bnfld a 
house, or apply for a 
government-built flat. 

The Savings and Credit Bank 
last year paid Kuwaiti couples 
some 106 million dinars ($366 
million) in marriage and housing 
loans and grants. 

Measuring 17,818 square 
kilometres, Kuwait produces ab- 
out 1.9 miliion barrels of oil per 
day and officials say reserves of 
about 92 billion barrels could last 
another 150 years. 

In spite of agitation in recent 
months for the return of an 
elected parliament. Western di- 
plomats say living standards 
funded by oil wealth keep most 
Kuwaitis politically content. 

A- Kuwaiti taxi driver says: the 
government gives us everything. I 
do not know why these people 
are making all this noise.” 

“They have too much at stake 
to rock the boat,” a diplomat 
commented. 

The state does not collect 
taxes, but the public authority for 
social security takes about five 
per cent of salaries from Kuwaiti 
employees and eight per cent 
from employers in return for a 
handsome pension. 

Kuwait’s only university and its 
public schools are free although 
grants for Kuwaitis studying 
abroad — mainly in the United 
States, Western Europe and 
Egypt — were reduced after the 
mid-1980s drop in oD prices. 

Kuwait's generosity extends to 
other Arab and developing coun- 
tries. 

The Kuwait Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development has 
made soft loans totalling $5.47 
billioo since 1962 to some 65 
Arab, African and Asian states. 



Sudanese leader in Uganda 

ENTEBBE (R) — Sudanese head of state, Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan AI Bashir, arrived Sunday for a two-day state visit 
to Uganda at the invitation of President Yoweri Museveni who 
gave him a red-carpet welcome. Accompanied by cabinet 
ministers and top-ranking military and government officials, be is 
paying his first visit to his country’s southern neighbour since 
taking power in a military coup last year. Officials here said 
Bashir was expected to seek improved Sudan-Uganda relations, 
soured by cross-border incidents, including air attacks from tiie 
southern Sudan, torn by a civil war. 

Sudan arrests 3rd Journalist 

CAIRO (R) — Sudan has arrested a journalist who works as a 
part-time correspondent for Reuters and the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), diplomats said Sunday. Alfred Taban, a 
Sudanese who was worked for Reuters since October 1987, is the 
third journalist working for foreign media who has been held in 
Sudan without explanation during the past two months. The 
diplomats said Taban was detained, in Khartoum Saturday and is 
believed to be held by the internal security services. Reuter’s 
Sudan correspondent Hamza Hendawi, an Egyptian, was released 
in Khartoum on Tensday after four days in detention. There was 
no official explanation for his detention and Hendawi has since 
left the Sudan. Sudan did not explain its reasons for the detention 
for eight days in February of British journalist Julian Ozanne. He 
reports for London's Financial Times and Sunday Correspondent. 

Ethiopian team arrives in N. Yemen 

SANAA (R) — An Ethiopian government team has arrived in 
North Yemen for talks with Eritrean rebels fighting for independ- 
ence in the northern Ethiopian province of Eritrea. The North 
Yemeni News Agency Sunday quoted a spokesman for the 
government delegation as saying on arrival Saturday “talks are 
aimed at finding a peaceful solution to the crisis in northern 
Ethiopia.” A delegation from the Eritrean Liberation Front 
(ELF) also arrived in Sanaa Saturday for the talks. 

France reinforces Chad garrison 

PARIS (AP) — France has reinforced its garrisons in eastern 
Chad after violent attacks on Chadian troops by Libyan-backed 
rebels operating from Sudan, the Defence Ministry confirmed 
Saturday. A second transport airplane and a military surgical unit 
were dispatched to the region to assist government forces and 
provide security for the 100 French soldiers there, a ministry 
spokesman told the Associated Press. A company of troops 
comprising 146 men left their base in Carcassonne, southern 
France, for Chad Thursday, a base spokesman said. A further 
1,000 soldiets at the base were on alert. 

Party calls for Bourgusha’s freedom 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia's main opposition party, the movement of 
Socialist Democrats, has said the authorities were holding former 
President Habib Bourguiba under what amounted to house arrest 
and should let him go. Tie (Bourguiba) is under strict supervision 
and receives visits only from his family, some acquaintances and 
his doctors, only with advance permission from the authorities,” 
the party said in this week's edition of its newspaper Al 
Mustaqbal. The government says Bourguiba. who is living in a 
government house in the coastal town of Monastir, is free to go 
where be wants and see whoever be wishes. 


Turkey seeks political 
unity against Kurds 



Soviet Jewish immigration 


to Israel rises in March 


TEL AVIV (R) — Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Israel rose m 
March over the previous month, 
despite Arab militants* attempts to 
reduce the flow, Israeli officials 
told Reuters Sunday. 

Gting Arab threats to strike at 
immigrant flights Israeli militaiy 
censors last month imposed a 
blackout on details of arrivals but 
the New York Times reported 
last week that immigration was 
running at 1,500 per week. 

The Israeli daily Davar said 
that Hungary's state airline 
Malev resumed carrying Soviet 
immigrants Friday on scheduled 
flights after a week-long ban 
sparked by threats from the Isla- 
mic Jihad for the Liberation of 
Palestine guerrilla group. 

Arab gunmen in Lebanon Fri- 
day shot two Poles after Warsaw 


offered to help fly Soviet Jews to 
IxraeL 

There are no direct flights be- 
tween Israel and the Soviet Un- 
ion, which do not have diplomatic 
relations, and some 75 per cent of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants fly to 
Israel by way of Budapest. 

Palestinians are alarmed at the 
influx of Jews from the Soviet 
Union, following Moscow’s liber- 

Israeff military censors ordered 
deletions from this report, 

alisation of travel regulations and 
increased U.S. immigration. res- 
trictions. 

They fear that many of the 
100,000 Soviet Jews expected to 
arrive this year could settle in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip although only a few 


hundred have so far done so. 

After Jihad threatened to blow • 
up its planes Malev halted both . 
charter and scheduled flights car- 
rying Soviet Jews departing for 
permanent residence in Israel. 

Hungary announced Thursday 
it would resume the scheduled 
flights but not the charters. 

Poland said Saturday its offer 
to take up the slack still stood, 
despite the wounding in Lebanon 
of a Polish trade official aad his - 
wife by Arab gunmen who later • 
said the attack was a wanting to 

“ jl 

Finland said it had had talks • 
with World Zionist Organisation • 
Chairman Shncha Diniiz on the 
possibility of Jews living in the . 
Soviet Baltic republics and in 
Leningrad flying to brae! via 
Finland. 


Thousands of drought victims 
seek food in northern Ethiopia 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Thousands of skeletal drought 
victims, some with match-stick 
legs and protruding bellies of 
acute malnutrition, are begging 
for food in rebel-held areas of 
northern Ethiopia, according to a 
senior relief official. 

Most of the more than one 
mflHwi drought victims in the 
rebel-held regions of WoDo and 
Tigray are already severely mal- 
nourished and need urgent assist- 
ance to survive, says famine relief 
coordinator Frauds Stephanos. 

“Thousands of skeletal people, 
some with protruding bellies and 
match-stick legs, have converged 
on the main highway northward 
from Korem (in Wollo near the 
border with Tigray).’’ he told 
Reuters this weekend. 

“They are mostly elderly men 
and women and small children 
who have nothing to eat and who 
are stopping every passer-by to 
beg for food,” be added. 

His fears, evoking chilling 
memories of the devastating 


1984-85 famine which killed at 
least one million Ethiopians, was 
based on a fact-finding mission of 
his church relief consortium, the 
Joint Relief Partnership (JRP), 
which has just returned to Addis 
Ababa. 

The JRP, grouping relief agen- 
cies connected to the Roman 
Catholic, Evangelical and Ethio- 
pian Orthodox Churches, is trying 
to move food aid to rebel- 
controlled areas of northern 
Ethiopia, where the United Na- 
tions says up to 4.5 milli on people 
face starvation this year because 
of drought and war. 

Francis said the famine situa- 
tion appeared “very critical” 
around Maychew, the first town 
in Tigray province after crossing 
from Wollo, and looked worse in 
the northern part of Tigray. 

The JRP began its scheme to 
take food aid into areas held by 
the Tigray People's Liberation 
Front ^TLF) on March 20, with 
trucks setting out from the Wollo 


provincial capital, Dessie, and 
crossing military lines some 35 
kilometres' to the north. 

Daily truck convoys have so far 
only been taking food as far as 
rebel-held Kobo. ISO kilometres 
to the north. 

The JRP hopes to move a total 
of 130,000 tonnes into the rebel- 
held northern regions by Decem- 
ber. 

Francis said there was now 
enough food stocked at Kobo for 
distribution to start shortly in 
selected towns further north. But 
the operation could not get under 
way in Tigray because road con- 
ditions were bad. 


According to the JRP report, 
some bridges had been destroyed 
and part of the main road near 
Mekeie, in central Tigray, bad 
been washed away, making i! 
hard for trucks to pass. 

The JRP bad sent a road 
maintenance team to the region 
to undertake quick repairs, Fran- 
cis said. 
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Israeli arbitrary measures take 


toll on Palestinian universities ' 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

Associated Press 

RAMALLAH, occupied West 
Bank — . Stools are turned 
upside down on the work benches 
in the chemistry lab. and un- 
opened sacks of books jam the 
entrance of the library at Bir Zeit 
University. 

School has been out since 
Israeli troops shut all six Palesti- 
nian universities for security 
reasons shortly after the uprising 
against Israeli occupation began 
27 months ago. 

About half the 2,650 students 
enrolled in Bir Zeit are trying to 
fiO the gap by attending so-called 
“underground classes/’ which are 
technically illegal although the 
army rarely enforces the ban. 

Instruction is held in a variety 
of off-campus sites: A hotel, a 
villa under construction, a 
church, even the hallways of the 
Board of Regents Buildings here. 

Risking arrest, librarians 
periodically sneak through the 
barbed-wire to retrieve books 
and magazines for students. 
Teachers also clandestinely bring 
select students to use the chemis- 
try and physics labs. 

Despite these efforts, attend- 
ance is sporadic and the 
makeshift education is well below 
normal academic standards. As a 
result, educators fear a whole 
generation of students may be 
lost. 

“More than half the students 
can't make it to dass on a regular 
basis," said Roger . Heacock of 
the United States, who was 
teaching Latin American history 


to 11 students' during a recent 
visit. 

Classes, which meet once a 
week in an apartment building off 
campus, are often disrupted by 
army roadblocks and curfews or 
by Palestinian strikes and pro-' 
tests. The students' only materials 
are photocopies from a U.S. tex- 
tbook. 

But Heacock, 47, said the stu- 
dents were highly motivated, re- 
calling one who arrived in dass 
with mud up to his knes after 
walking two hours through fields 
to get around an army check- 
point. 

He said append ass students 
had developed good study habits, 
but that continued university do- 
sure could be a “real catastro- 
phy” for younger students who 
lack familiarity with libraries and 
other formal facilities. 

Naim Abui Hummous, director 
of the Palestinian Higher Educa- 
tion Council, said only about 
one-quarter of the 18,000 college 
or university students showed up 
for off-campus classes. 

Those attending were taking an 
average of six credit hours per 
semester instead of 18, and it 
could take 10 years or more to get 
a degree. 

The state of confusion was no- 
where more apparent than in the 
Regents Buildings in Ramallah 
several kilometres from Bir Zeifs 
new campus, where a cluster of 
modern b uilding s sit empty, sur- 
rounded by a chain-link fence 
topped with barbed wire. 

- In one hallway, three computer 
students hundred over screens, 
and a group of women students 


huddled over a neakheducation 
pajiPf. All the while, a steady 
stream of students flowed by en 
route to register for the fall 
semester of underground classes. 

“Academic standards? What 
academic standards? How much 
is left? We tried to keep up ^ 
but...” said Dr. Said Assaf, wav- 
ing his arm at the confusion in a 
gesture of frustration. 

The prolonged closure has 
brought strong international con- ; 
deinnation of Israel, induding 
sanctions from the European 
Community on scientific coopera- 
tion. 

Maj. Moshe Fogel. an army 
spokesman, defended the action, 
saying Bir Zeit and the other 
universities were shut because 
they became “the centres of un- 
rest rather than centres of Learn- 
ing." 

"University administrators lost 
influence and were replaced by 
student councils controlled by 
PLO factions and Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups... who man- 
aged to subvert the academic 
policies with violence, terror and 
force,” be claimed. 

In Heacock ’s dass. three stu-^. 
dents raised their hands when 
asked if they had been arrested 
during the intifada. Heacock him- 
self was accused of leading a ; 
protest march in 1987 and re- • 
ceived a two-month suspended 
sentence and a $1,000 fine. 

A total of 389 students and 
faculty have been detained during 
the uprising. Some 80 are still in 
prison. Many held without formal 
charges — and two teachers have 
been deponed. 
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(W5 Doha, Bahrain | 

t*M Dbafamn, Kuwait | 

1*U5 Larnacal 

IfcJt Cairo,. 

IMS 

Cnmhtanra t TMl»< 


Ucl5 London (RJ) 

UbM Catenate, Bangkok (RJ) 

2fcl5 bumbol, Rome (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Sanaa (LH) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

IMS — Bucharest (RQ) 

1230 Kuwait (KU) 

123S ....... Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

!«• Baghdad (IA) 

1T-JB Paris (AF) 

2325 Baghdad (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHqm» 
(Termlnaf 1) 

U4W Istanbul, Rome (RJ) 

ll:M ........... Vienna, Frankfurt {HI 

11:38 Sraasdb, Montreal. New York 
(RJ) 

12*5 AqabU, Cairo (RJ) 

Bb40 Kuwait. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

20:15 Baghdad (R!) 

*» - Cairo (RJ) 

IMS Dubaj, Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

«fcU Beam (ME) 

10:10 Frankfort (LH) 

l«5 Cairo (MS) 

12M Buch arest (RO) 

IMS Bahrein, Sharjah (GP) 


£2 fowritflCUl 

— Baghdad (lA) 


Ujppedhwer price ia Bs per kg. 

APP* 480 / 440 

. 450/400 
. 4QQ/3SO 
1200/900 

g*** 80/ » 

220/170 

250/200 

9 Jcam j*" fl ar g) 250/200 

Owmn b cra (roiiB) 470/420 

«J/«0 

- - *»'«» 

, 25™“ 240 / 308 

7 290 / 240 

- 130/ 80 

nmrow(laigri 250/200 

Marrow (wash) 380 / 340 

Omou(dty) — 270 / 220 

— 200/160 

330/ 280 
- 400/350 
1200/1000 


Pepper 


(Stamoeirij 

(sweet) 


Radduh. 


Ttomatoes 


550/450 
240/200 
130/100 
400 / 350 
160/ inr 
300 / 250 


A 





Home News 



cornea cases 
Planned in W. German bank 


&QAAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 

a 


*- occessfal ®yc operation in West 
-jetaasf for a boy from the 
-ifiHrict of Jen»h Sunday banded 
- •rioce Ra’d Ben Zad, the chief 
• i hmnbedam a cheque donated by 
' ^embers of a West Gennan 
Jtardi congregation. 
c- Bam»TsmI, a plastic surgeon 
jnng and noticing in West Ger- 
. jumy had arranged in February 
..far the eight year old Jaafar 
■ i frimtm to travel to West Ger- 
.■ B*ny whore the boy underwent a 
joccessfol operation for the re- 
placement of one of Us corneas. 

: *The boy is now back in Us 
-hometown and » reportedly hav- 
xfeg normal sight, thanks to Dr. 

Tawff and die Gennan ophtfaad* 


TawS, accompanied by Us 
'life, brought to Prince Ra’d the 
-sHm of DM 1,300 from members 
of the churches in Lingen who 
urged Dr. Tawfl to use it to pay 
for the operation which took 
place at Minister in West Ger- 
many. 


Prince Ra’d and Princess Ma- 
jda received Tawfl and te wife at 
die Royal Court and thanWd 
them for their efforts. The prihee 
advjsed the Jordanian expatriate 
to deposit the money- in a special 
account in West Germany to 
serve as a barns for other dona- 
tions. These could be used to 
■finance operations for other 
Jordanians in need of corneas. 

Janfar’s appeal for help 
through the call-in p rogr am me cm 
Radio Jordan last February 
attracted the attention of His 
Majesty King Hussein who in- 
structed Prince Ra’d to arrange 
for metfical treatment The radio 
programme also drew the atten- 
tion of Dr. Tawil who, in coop- 
eration with the chief chamber, 
aim arranged for the operation in 
West Germany. 

The director of the eye bank in 
Jordan drew attention at the time 
to the plight of hundreds of 
Jor danians in need of corneas and 
appealed to the public to donate 
their corneas after death to be- 
nefit needy patients. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince visits PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

■ Sunday visited the Public Security Department (PSD) and met the 
c Director-General Fade! AH Fheid ami Us assistants. The Prince 

heard a bnafing on die work of the departments in the various 
provi n ces and about die general security situ a tion. Later Prince 
Hassan visited the headquarters of the special police fences and the 

■ bah and border police headquarters. 

Jordan attends IPU conference 

NICOSIA (Petra) — Lower House of Parfiament Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar arrived here Saturday evening to p ar tic ip ate in the 
International Parli am e n tary Union (IPU) 83rd conference sche- 
duled to start Monday. Arar, who is heading Jordan’s delegation to 
' the conference, was received upon arrival by representatives erf the 
Cypriot Foreign Ministry and Parliament. 

Yarmouk, Trieste centre to cooperate 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University and the Trieste-based 
int er na tional Centre fofTbeoretical Physics Sunday concluded an 
agreement of cooperation in dm scientific field. Under the 
agreement die centre will finance the umveisity’s purchase of 
scientific books, magazines and reference books that will help 
researchers. The centre win also cover for travel costs and 
accommodation for visiting scholars and students of higher studies 
in the Arab region, in addition to organising scientific activities of 
interest to Jordan and die Arab reborn 

IDB approves JD 1.1m loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bade (IDB) has 
approved seven lo ans totally worth JD 1.1 million to finance four 
indnslrial projects and three touristic projects. The three touristic 
projects, costing some JD 810,000 include bmkhng and furnishing 
two hotels in Amman and one in Aqaba. The IDB has granted 26 
loans totally worth JD 4.7 millio n since the beginning of this year. 
The amount indndcs JD 3 .24 minion to finance industrial projects. 

JUST opens Karameh exhibition 

RAMTHA (Petra) — As part of celebratio ns he ld by the Jordan 
Umv e m t y of Science and Technology (JUST) of A1 Karameh 
Battle anni ver sa ry an exhibition was opened Sunday by Student 
Again dean AH A1 ZaghaL The four-day exhibition indudes ofl 
paintings and photos depicting the development of die. Jordanian 
Armed Forces. The exhibition includes a special pavilHon display- 
ing photos of A1 Karameh Battle. 

Golf games to open In May 

AMMAN (J.T.) — As informal new association of golfers in 
. Jordan win hold its first championship on May 1. Some 100 
competitors, inducting v i at ors from Arab states, are expected to 
trim part in the event, which win be sponsored by Hotel Jordan 
ftger.ContineiitaL The dub, formed in July, aims at catering few an 
i nc rea sin gly Urge number of golfers in Jordan and might eventually 
become a nucleus for a countryside sporting dub. The games will 
be hdd at the newly established Bisharat golf comae, which has 
bc« set up some 14 kikanetres south of Amman dose to the Seven 
EfiBs National Farit. Entry wifi be free and all prospective 
competitors should register by April 2. Full details can be obtained, 
from Hotel Jordan Inter .Continental, Sates Dept. Ext. 2238. 


* Correction 

Dr to an inadvertent error, the Jordan Tones, in its -Sunday- 
. . tone, identified Jordan's permanent d e le g a t e to the U.N. as Salah 
Khalaf of Abdallah Salah. We regret the error. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

• • 

lb hBowing Ksting s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
' - de dtify Antic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
toae and place with the concerned institutions. 


> 1,11- 


or plastic artists Axf A! Hamad and H irs hlm A1 
Kabila rh at the Housing Bank Complex. 


> • 
a 


+ Art cddUtisN hy seven Iraqi artists al Abda) Haneed Sftwosm 
- Pn—iisllua (10 aJa. - 5.40 pa) 

* Art —h m hjkm i by Ahmad Nawpsh at the French Cottand 
Cm re. 


yrirtkltlaa mttfWd “Man and Land** by Jvrdanhm artist Khag 
» Ghatnaneh at the Royal Gribnl Centre. 

of pMnfs and photos that depict the devdopment 
V- rffe Marian Armed Raws at the Jordan Dntvorify of 
* Sdnite and Technology (JUST). 

"^ExM*** fHHrf “The P iu di rctivt FanriMrs” dh gtoyto g 
~#snlibilii cetiaks, woolen clothes and foodstirfft at Al 
if Qaitiwlj ja Coommdty Cofege. 

i' ‘ft' The blade book — um i™ which iadndes books on Mam, 
?i - -WanawBr piychol^y, sociology, edwrito n , phBooophy, law 
t «ri hhfcry at Yanoaok UnforeHy. 

THEATRE 

X 

:■ > JMfcchUea’s play entitled “AlShafaed” (the wtaess) at the 
tqfll CnHaral Cadre — 1030 u. and 330 pjm 

¥BM 

'*'? french flfa mthhd “a VenaBts m’fctaft conte” at the French 
l Crihari Gntire — 030 pan. 



A scene from the Amman cetera! ve ge t a ble mar- m inistry dedri o c to aDow the export oT some 

ha., are now complaining that a produce has pu sh e d up the prices (J-T. fife photo) 


Merchants blame ministry 
for produce price Increase 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The current 
rise in the price of vegetables and 
fruit and the poor quality of 
produce offered for sale at the 
local markets are a result of a. 
government decision, allowing 
for the export of vegetables and 
fruit to the Gulf countries, and to 
the wave of frost which hit the 
crops in the north Jordan Valley - 
and the eastern winds winch hit 
the south Jordan Valley, accord- 
ing to merchants at tire Amman 
coma] vegetables market. 

AJcram Tobdshat, a middle 
man (broker) at the Amman cen- 
tral market, in comments carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, attributed the price hifc 
partly to the monthly plan drawn 
up by the Agricultural Marketing 
Corporation to organise the im- 
port and export of vegetables and 
fruit He sard tire rise in die prices 
of onions for example was 
caused by the plan, which has 
banned the import of onions for a 
'period of one month. 

Jamal Aim Sham, another 
ve ge t ab le wholesaler and a brok- 
er at the Amman central veget- „ 
abtes market supported thi' gov- 


ernment's measures, and stressed 
the need for exporting such hems 
to attract foreign currency and to 
safeguard the interest of fanners. 
He said that the whole issue of 
export, import and pricing 
needs a comprehensive planning 
process, in which all the parties 
concerned have to participate. 

The Ministry of Supply has 
recently received many com- 
plaints about the soaring prices of 
vegetables and fruit. ‘Hie prices 
have increased remarkably since 
the be ginnin g of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. People have 
Mamed the Ministry of Supply’s 
inspection teams. 

Inspectors beaten 

The teams have been intensify- 
ing their inspection campaigns to 
ensure the prices fixed by the 
ministry are adhered to. Three, 
supply inspectors have recently 
been severely beaten by a sho- 
powner in Amman Governorate, 
when they were about to give him 
a ticket lor violating the prices, 
set by the ministry for certain 
kinds of vegetables. Trying to 


write down the ticket, the inspec- 
tor was severely hit by the mer- 
chant and his sons who used 
sharp tools, and a pipe. His two 
colleagues received the same 
treatment when they tried to save 
their colleague who had sustained 
an injury. 

Commenting on the supply 
situation, Zarqa Governor 
Mohammad Al Sbobaki said that 
supply items are available in big 
quantities and called on all peo- 
ple to inform supply inspectors of 
any violations or of any informa- 
tion about merchants trying to 
hide certain foodstuffs, in prepa- 
ration for referring them to the 
courts concerned for trial. 
However, the governor met with 
poultry farmers in the governo- 
rs te and reached an agreement 
with them, whereby they will sell 
live chicken to citizens at 850 fils 
per kilo during Ramadan. The 
Ministry -of Supply had earlier 
fixed prices of chicken at 750 fils 
-per kilo, but farmers did not 
abide by the price announced by 
the minis t r y and either hid it or 
sold to citizens at juices ranging 
between 850 fils and 950 fib. 



Moa fl fca Vega, a Br ariBaa around-the-world motor-cydbt, ou her 
w ay through Amman 


Around the world on a bike 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Clad in Mae 
jeans, leather boots and a leather 
jacket Moniika Vega is deter- 
mined to go around the globe oa 
her motorbike. Moniika, 27 com- 
es from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. “I 
intend to visit 73 countries and 
travel a total of 88,000 
kitometres,” Moniika told the 
Jordan Times Sunday. 

“My intention is to spread the 
me ssag e of peace and love,” 
Moniika said. She started in Mila- 
no, Italy early this year and then 
crossed the Mediterranean to 
Tonis. She then travelled via 
Libya and Egypt to Jordan. 

Moniika rides a Honda 
M1X125 motorbike. She does all 
repairs and medical work herself. 
Her trek is sponsored by two 
companies, the Japanese manu- 
facturer of helmets, Sboei, and 
the I tgti* 11 manufacturer of chil- 
dren products- Carefree. The 
whole trip might cost around 
$50,000; I can’t afford that of 
course ” Moniika said. 

Unlike many explorers who 
spend their time on the move and 
rest in sleeping bags, Moniika 


travels relatively comfortable. 
She sleeps at hotels and eats at 
restaurants. , 

“I can’t afford expensive hotels 
or expensive food, but to be fit I 
need reasonable food and a good 
night's sleep,” she says. 

What does Moniika do while 
travelling? 

“I take photos, mainly of chil- 
dren,” she says. She also reads 
books about people and travel 
and loves to “talk to people and 
find out how they think.” 

How did it go so far? 

“Not bad. £ had some prob- 
lems,” she says. On Sunday 
Moniika applied for a visa to 
Saudi Arabia. She complained of 
crowdedness at the Saudi embas- 
sy and of some visa officials’ 
rudeness. 

Tuesday she intends to travel 
to Syria and from there to Iraq 
and then Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf. From there she plans to 
travel to S.. Africa, then Austra- 
lia, Asia, Europe, North Amer- 
ica, S. America, Northwest Afri- 
ca and back to Italy. 


cscc 

pledges 

better 

services 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Civil 
Service Consumer Corporation 
(CSCC) has made plans designed 
to- reduce the cost of products and 
commodities sold in its markets 
all over the country. 

CSCC acting Director-General 
Mohammad Al Naser said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the CSCC 
had set up a special factory to 
produce packets and carry out the 
.process of packing various pro- 
ducts displayed for the benefi- 
ciaries in the corporation’s mar- 
kets. 

“This is being done to bring 
down still further the prices of 
various commodities which are 
sold at 22 market branches to the 
government employees with li- 
mited income,” be said. 

According to Naser, the com- 
ing seven weeks will witness the 
opening of a new branch, the 
largest among CSCC branches to 
date, at Jubeiha, to serve em- 
ployees living at Marj Al 
Hamam, the vicinity of tfae Uni- 
versity of Jordan and Swefieh. 

“Not only is the Jubeiha 
branch the largest m the King- 
dom but h w£U J display greater 
amount of products,” Naser 
said. 

“Before the end of 1990 the 
total number of CSCC markets 
will rise to 30 which will be 
distributed fairly around the 
Kingdom,” be added. 

Naser paid tribute to a recent 
government decision to increase 
the CSCCs quota from JD 4.5 
million to JD 6.5 million, a move 
which, he said, will enable the 
corporation to offer better ser- 
vices to the employees and their 
families. 

Naier said that the CSCC nor- 
mally announces one tender each 
week to purchase locally pro- 
duced and imported commodities 
for its branches. “Oneein awhile 
beneficiaries do not find what 
they need because it sometimes 
takes a whole day to provide 
commodities from the central de- 
pots.” he added. 

Naser' said that the corpora- 
tion's branches have been 
crowded lately because erf in- 
creased purchasing for the month 
of Ramadan. 
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Entry of W. Bankers, Gasans 
and produce to be facilitated 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat 
and a senior member of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in Jordan Sunday discus- 
sed the formation of a joint com- 
mittee of agricultural experts to 
organise the entry of agricultural 
products from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip into Jordan. 

The move was seen as one 
further step to provide faculties 
for the citizens of the occupied 
Arab t e rr itori es and help the 
transportation of their produce to 
or through Jordan into other 
Arab countries. 

Last December the govern- 
ment announced its agreement to 
ease restrictions on the move- 
ment of people and goods from 
the Israeli-held West Bank. 


Interior Minister Salem 
Masa’deh said that the govern- 
ment would extend the duration 
of Jordanian passports given to 
West Bank residents. The gov- 
ernment would also take new 
measures to ease the movement 
of residents from West Bank and 
Gaza and their farm produce into 
Jordan. 

Arabiyat discussed Sunday 
with PLO official Abdul Razzaq 
Al Yahya the question of im- 
portation of Palestinian products 
and ways to determine dates and 
quantities for their entry into the 
Kingdom. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that the miitifriwr uml 
Yahya stressed the need for a 
certificate of origin for tbe 
Palestinian products, which will 


be required to facilitate crops 
marketing in Jordan and other 
Arab countries. 

Arabiyat said that Jordan will 
do all it can to support the 
Palestinian farmers’ efforts and* 
will take all measures to over- 
come any difficulties that impede 
marketing of products, Petra 
said. 

Jordan used to buy almost half 
the West Bank's agricultural out- 
put mainly olive oil and citrus before 
severing ties with the West Back 
in July 1988. Yahya who is a PLO 
executive committee member and 
head of the PLO's economy and 
planning department agreed with 
Arabiyat that both sides should 
exchange information and studies 
related to agriculture and crops 
that are allowed to enter Jordan. 


W. German tourist 
found dead in Petra 


Cold front 
to stay 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A cold 
front from central Europe, 
which affected Jordan Satur- 
day evening and Sunday, is 
expected to bring in more rain 
Monday and light snow in veiy 
high regions, according to the 
Department of Meteorology. 

A department spokesman 
said that regions above 1,000 
metres could receive snow and 
tiie rain will continue to fall all 
over the Kingdom. 

Only parts of the south, espe- 
cially Maan did not receive 
rain on Sunday, the nffieaii 
said. He predicted tempera- 
tures would not exceed 8 de- 
grees Centigrade daring' the 
day Monday, faffing to as low 
as 3 degrees Centigrade at 
night. 


AMMAN (AP) — A West Ger- 
man archaeologist visiting Jordan 
was found dead last week in tbe 
ancient Nabataean city of Petra in 
the southern part of the country, 
police reported Sunday. 

Prof. Heinz Eberhard 
Giesecke, 77, of Celle, near 
Hanover, apparently fell off a 
ledge Wednesday in a rocky area 
near the newly excavated Temple 
of the Winged Lions, dose to tbe 
main archaeological sites in Pet- 
ra. 

Civil Defence Department 
Chief Afeef Al Ghoul told the 
Associated Press that the body 
was found late Thursday after 
Giesecke was reported missing by 
other members of his tour group. 

Ghoul said the body was found 
“lying at the bottom of a moun- 
tain and it took us hours to lift it 
with ropes from a helicopter be- 


cause that area is very steep and 
rocky." 

It was nor immediately clear 
how Giesecke fell, but police 
sources speculated that he couid 
have had a heart attack or slipped 
and fell onto the rocks. 

One source, who cannot be 
named under police regulations, 
said the body will be flown to 
Ceiee later this week. 

Police also reported that as the 
‘search was underway for the pro- 
fessor, another German national 
aged 75 was found stranded 
somewhere in the Nabataean 
city. 

The Al Ra'i daily quoted police 
sources as saying that the man 
was found to be suffering from 
pains in the stomach and 7 ; as 
rushed to the nearby Wadi Musa 
medical centre for treatment. 


Book week opens 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A series of 
book exhibitions and cultural 
events started in Jordan Sunday 
In observance of tbe national 
book week. 

Minister of Culture Kbaled Al 
Karaki attended one of these 
events at the headquarters of the 
Department of Libraries, Docu- 
mentation and National Archives 
(DLDNA), where he opened an 
exhibition of national books and 
publications. 

DLDNA director Ahmad 
Sharkas delivered a speech cm the 
occasion, remarking that the 
week’s events are designed to 
promote culture and to encour- 
age the public to read. 

Sharkas said that Jordan had 
observed tins annual event since 
1972 when the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) named that year the year 
of the book. 

Sharkas said that the DLDNA ' 
had moved to a new building 
where researchers and scholars 


can conduct research and study 
and review documents and manu- 
scripts as well as various refer- 
ence books and publications. 

Altogether, the new offices 
house some 70,000 books and 
6.000 manuscripts and historical 
documents about national confer- 
ences, royal decrees and others. 

Sharkas paid tribute to tbe 
Ministry of Education and Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts for 
helping to arrange for the week’s 
activities. 

Two senior officials from 
DLDNA and the Jordan Library 
Association (JLA) delivered two 
lectures reviewing various forms 
of work related to printing of 
books and the library movement 
and cultural events involving 
book exhibitions in Jordan over 
the years. 

Among the various week-long 
activities is a duben’s painting 
competition and a national book 
exhibition displaying books pub- 
lished in the 1980s. 


Police nab 
thieves, forgers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Police in the 
Balqa Governorate Sunday 
announced the capture of 16 per- 
sons who had taken part in rob- 
beries and thefts in the governs- 
rate over the past three months. 

A police spokesman said that 
two of the captured men had 
carried oat robberies at Allan and 
Zay, stealing jewellery, electric 
appliances and cigarettes and 
breaking into homes and stores. 

According to the spokesman, 
two of the captured men carried 
out robberies at south Shun eh 
and three others broke open cars 
at the Dead Sea and the Jordan 
Valley 

A report in the local daily Al 
Dustour Sunday said a local 
jeweller reported to the police 
that a man had visited bis store 
and offered him $1,000 for JD 
670. He brought part of the dol- 
lars to the police and they proved 
to be counterfeit. 

Investigation led to the capture 
of three persons. 
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3379 upsets U.S.? 


THE U.S. is frantically negotiating with members of the 
United Nat ions in a bid to repeal UJt. General Assembly 
Resolution 3379 that equates Bonfam with rarisau In doing 
so Washington is dearly frying to cash in on the retention 
of East-West relations, notably between the Soviet Union 
and the United States. It wffl be recaHed that the socialist 
countries provided the backbone support for this resolution. 
Bat that era has gone and the United States seeks to seme on 
the new "nwinBktw cre a ted by the breakdown of the 
— fc* order to reverse a Judgment that has been 
strongly held and supported by the greater majority of the 

Yet. to reneal a bmdmark i t wolntinn and twit an 
abrupt tnmabont in po sit i ons of UJj.aaember states would 
suggest that afl those cou n trie s which voiced their supputl 
for the resolutioa were totally wrong ud misguided. This is 
particularly so m the ahmn e e of any repeal of Israel’s 
vari ons dfacitefa atocy laws mad practices to the occupied 
territor i es. Had there been a f undamen t al improvement in 
IsraeTs stance on basic human rights there m ig h t be some 
of jmiiirniM for r evers ing once clearly held 
Bd the ISscts speak o th e rwi se. AH attpmp«w to 
faKoiporate basic Inman rights into IsraeTs oiganic law hnd 
been defeate d not once bat many 'tones over. Lest Wa 


ton forget, the two pri ncip al Israeli potties! 
Und and Labour, have repi 


repeatedly played 


ea with 

. _ . . . » . . . 

sag argrawHive ancnipcs to nnrouoce mnnainemai — ™ 
rights provisions into Israefi laws to r e tur n far poMtkal 
snp p uit from refigoos parties which bare been Hgfrttog 
tooth and nd against any dHntion of brad's discriminatory 
laws non-Jews. 

The United States would be better advised to negotiate 
with, its stonach aHy hi the Middle East the repeal of aH its 
overfly dfe rrirnfai s hny laws, cspcdaBy the law of the “right 
to return,” which offen Jews most favoured treatment over 
non-Jews to settle to Nesttoe for no reason other dun their 
rctigtoas taftfa. If such a law is not iHscrnnhiatofy and radal, 
one does not know what is. ff Washfaigton and at those 
for ces standing behind it are genuinely concent 
r rpealn g the UJN. re sotati on equating Zionism with i 
the least that one would opect to do in coqfrmction with that 
po litica lly motiv ate d effort is to negotiate with Israel as weB, 
with a view to fotrodacaog bade human rights principles 
into its body af laws and cease from practishig dberimtoa- 
tary policies ag ai n st the P alestinian p eo p l e who are still 
b eing prev en t e d Cram r etarniag to their ancestral 


By rebuikfing its economy after the eight-year Golf war and by 
acquiring weapons for self-defence, Iraq seems to be antagonising 
the enemies of the Arab World, said A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Sunday. 
The paper, commenting on the ongoing hostile campaigns in the 
West against Iraq, said that Baghdad which came out victorious 
from the Golf conflict is trying hard to acquire means to defend tfcd 
Arab homeland, bat the enemies want to deprive the Arab Nation 
of the right to be strong enough to defend its interests and its 
future. This hostile campaign is more than a mere media 
onslaught on the Arabs, it is part of a series erf cemented ef fort s 
by the West to keep the Arabs backward, weak and incapable of 
confronting Israel and its con sp iracies in the region, said the 
paper. It is a national duty for all die Arabs, the paper continued, 
to rally behind Iraq and provide tins Arab country with all the 
support and backing it req uire s not oily to deal with die ongoing 
hostile campaign but also to enable it to become even stronger to 
defend Arab future and security and the Arab order. All Arab 
■Wga nis a ti om, unions and gove rnm ents are now catted 
to extend to Baghdad all the hdp it needs at present to foil 
enemy conspiracies and hostile plans, the paper canduded. 


A cohmmist in A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Sunday described die current 
onslaught in the Western media against Iraq as a means of 
distorting the Arab Nation’s image and of paving the way for a 
new consp ir acy and an aggression on tins Arab country. AMuB 
Bafahn Omar notes that Iraq is trying to rebuild its economy afier 
tfae war end its military force to defend the Arab Nation against 
external attacks, and is being co n f ro nted in tins legitimate 
endeavour by a hostile campaign bring directed through the 
Western media The writer also notes that Israel has stolen all the 
design for war planes, nuclear arms, war stops and other secrets 
from the West and has collaborated with South Africa in the 
constructs! of rockets and amassing nuclear arms, but that was 
considered l egi t ima te by the West winch (fid not even criticise 
such action. Since the end of the Gulf war, says the writer, Israel 
has been interested in Iraq’s armed forces trying to monitor its 
mffitaiy capability and expre ssin g fears of tins country’s growing 
migh t with which the Arabs can regain toririegitimate rights and 
lands. Now Israel and die West are lauocfeiBg a concerted 
campaign against Iraq obviously paring toe way for a new act of 
aggression on tint country similar to that winch occurred trine 
yean ago, the writer adds, h&says that Iraq, more than any Arab 
state, is capable erf repelling attacks on the Arab Nation and 
defend in g Arab sod, and therefore, it is now taigetted by Israel 
and the West winch is more than at any time in tbe past displaying 
hatred for the Arab Nation. 


Sawt Al Sfaaab daily on Sunday pointed to the numerous 
ghailenges and dangers posed to toe Arab Nation which, it said, 
remains dormant and incapable of standing up to toe new 
dtaDenge. The paper said that tbe present Arab situation is 
pitiable and painful and the Arab ranks are still in disarray -while 
no indication is printing to a change in the atoatim, prompting 
Israel and its allies to act in total disregard to Arab feelings and 
Arab interests. The paper pointed to the ongoing ferocious hostile 
ca mp ai g n against Iraq hunched by toe United States, Israel and 
p . ; « a r n T toe threats to Libya, the ongoing Jewish immigralkm to 
occupied Palestine from Eastern Europe and a retreat by tbe U.S. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


ByWaleedSafi 



funds should be the goal 


JUDGING by what has 
already been published about 
corruption, not .to mention 
what has been also public 
knowledge all along, the mag- 
nitude and dimension of this 
cancerous socio-economic dis- 
ease are so large and wide- 
spread that it may never be 
possible to nneartb it com- 
pletely. Many people believe 

that the phenomenon of cor- 
ruption in Jordan goes back 
several decades and that only 
toe tip of the iceberg has so far 
been exposed. Worst of all 
there are fears that the entire 
subject of corruption might 
end up becoming the prey of 
some backdoor wheeling and 
O glin g including some horse 
trading in which the primary 
culprits would remain faceless. 
The talk of the town these 
days, in the wake of the press 
revelations of the parliamen- 
tary debate, that only the small 
fish may be caught, leaving the 


sharks beyond reach. 


Yet as. true and valid are 
these lingering thoughts and 
anxieties may be, the primary 
concern should be directed not 
so mncfa in the direction of 
prosecution and sensational 
exposure as much as in the 
direction of retrieving some of 
the country's lost funds and 
revenues. In legal terms it 
would be such a horrendous 
task to prove criminality in 
much of the actions and busi- 
ness deals subject of public 
scrutiny now. I suspect that 
much time will be lost in pur- 
suing criminal prosecution as 
many of the culprits have co- 
vered up their traces rather 
meticulously. Instead of aim- 
ing for such impossible judicial 
objectives, tbe government 
would be better advised to 
pursue quasi- legal procedures 
instead with tbe avowed pur- 
pose of retrieving some of tbe 


lost funds and revenues. The 
most operational way in tins 
vein would be to engage 
the suspects in plea bar- 
gaining conducted in toe 
a view to encouraging them to 
accept deals involving the re- 
payment of unduly or unfairly 
collected or earned profits or 
commissions in return for stop- 
ping all legal actions against 
them. In situations where pri- 
ma fade cases can be estab- 
lished against suspects of cor- 
ruption, the accused would 
naturally be under added 
pressure to strike a deal for 
fear of losing their cases. In 
any case the monies and prop- 
erties of would-be suspects can 
never be so immune from legal 
'action amply because they are 
safely tucked away in foreign 
banks or invested in business 
concerns outride the reach of 
the country’s judicial system. 
No matter where such nndnly 
or unfairly collected profits are 


tucked away, they can still be 
readied by one judicial system 
or another sooner or later. All 
those subject to this public 
outcry against corruption 
would never have the peace of 
mind that will allow them to 
enjoy their material bounty ex- 
cept by returning at least some 
of the extravagant profits that 
they had reaped or pocketed in 
return for a dean bffi of health 
that could be issued to them 
after the “dear with tbe gov- 
ernment is completed. AD ; 
negotiations tearing to such 
compromise solutions will, of 
course, be conducted without 
prejudice to the person or per- 
sons subject to such deals. 


ones experienced by Jordan, 
especially in sophisticated 
jurisdictions where the 
“stolen’’ monies are most like- 
ly to be found that would 
tempt the suspects to be less 
reckless or confident to refuse 
plea b argaining with the gov- 
ernment off hand. This is not 
to mention tiie mental anguish 
that such suspects and their 
femiti« would avoid by recip- 
rocating the government’s 
offer to strike a deal with them 
during a prescribed grace 
period. 


business sharks in Jordfflbmw 

earned huge 

profits that were anfomaacaBy 

diverted to their foreign 
accoaots without a vraWetrara 
as far as the Jordania n income 
tax authorities are eooceroeo- 
And where it may not beeap 
to incriminate them for tax 
evasion in a coart of law 
cause of lack of evid ence, toqr 
can still be invited to cater uttri 
plea bargaining pioccdme m 
toe basis of pay w accept to 

be dragged to court. 


Those who might be temp- 
ted to reject such generous 
offers would naturally risk los- 
ing all in one way or another or 
at some time or another. There 
is a ci e n * fir,n * body of lam on 
such corruption cases as tbe 


to situations where Jorda- 
nians have made exaggerated 
profits or fat belly commissions 
on business deals conducted in 
a lawful way but paid no taxes 
on them, then the attention of 
the government should be 
directed towards of collecting 
the owing taxes by the plea 
bar-gaming pro ced ur e also. 

It win be recalled that many 


What I mention here as 
possible after-natives to retrieve 
lost monies to toe government 
cannot of course be viewed as 
exclusive, bat rather as mere 
suggestions as to what is avail- 
able to tbe government as op- 
tions to cut its losses incurred 
as a consequence of the cor- 
ruption monster that had infil- 
trated tbe Jordanian sodo-cco- 
n otni c life for so long. 


Elbowing Palestinians in Palestine 


By WBSam PSafff 


PARIS — The accelerating ex- 
odus of Soviet Jews to Israel 
explains the severity of the 
cabinet crisis provoked there by 
renewed U.S. pressure for peace 
talk* with the Palestinians. 

That exodus promises major 
change in Israel's political de- 
mography and a final answer to 
the question of Israeli, annexa- 
tion of the occupied territories of 
Gaza and the West Bank. Those 
territories are where a Palestinian 
state would be — if there ever is 
to be a Palestinian state. 

Nearly a quarter million Soviet 
Jews now are expected in Israel 
this year, more than twice pre- 
vious estimates, according to the 
Israeli press. Israel's deputy fi- 
nance minister, Yossi Beilin, has 
said he expects 30,000 arrivals a 
month by next summer, an 
annual rate of 360.000. Accord- 
ing to British reports, Israeli con- 
sular officials in Moscow estimate 
that half a million Jews have 
applied to fee Soviet authorities 
for exit permits. Israel has now 
imposed military censorship on 
ail information concerning Soviet 
immigration. 

Even a slower rate of migration 
implies major demographic and 
political change. There are now 
some 3.5 million Jews in Israel. 
There were 1.8 million Jews in 
the Soivet Union at the time of 
the 1979 census. As the number 
of exit demands shows, these 
people now feel intense pressure 
to leave the USSR. They con- 
front not only revived anti-Semit- 
ism but the grave deterioration in 
living standards that has accom- 


panied perestroika. 

No one can know how many 
Soviet Jews will actually leave. If 
present indications are borne out, 
Israel cout see its population in- 
crease by as much as a third, 
perhaps by more. 

This, of course, is what the 
Israeli government wants. These 
immigrants are mostly well edu- 
cated professional and technical 
people or skilled artisans. They 
wiD make a valuable cont ri but i on 
to the Israeli work force, even if 
settling them puts an enormous 
burden on an economy today in 
very serious difficulties. This is 
why Israel has asked for another 
$400 million in U.S. Loan 
guarantees. 

Few of these new immigrants 
are religious Jews, or committed 
Zionists. They mostly are going 
to Israel because Israel is the 
country that will have them, not 
because they feel a religious or 
political vocation to go there. 
Many would prefer to go to the 
United States or to Western 
Europe. Many actually were 
going to America until the U.S. 
government, under Israel: press- 
ure, blocked the flow. 

Moreover, they often are in- 
clined towards sympathy for the 
Palestinians, or at least are not 
automatically anti-Arab. Their 
views have inevitably been influ- 
enced by 40 years of Soviet offi- 
cial information holding Zionism 
to be a form of imperialism and 
defending the Palestinian cause. 

They also want peace and 
quiet. Life in tbe Soviet Union 
has provided enough drama, cul- 
minating now in rerived anti- 
Semitism and the need to aban- 




Arab and IsSamak legacy 


To the Editor 


EARLIER in March during the fifth international conference on 
the history of Bilad Al Sham in Amman seme of the participants 
questioned the relationship of die study of the Abbasid dynasty to 
Bilad Al Sham in 1990, stating that Bilad Al Sham was “always a 
geographical and cultural union, it was never a political and 
economic union." Other participants however, stressed the 
importance of “exposure to enlightened aspects of our history and 
culture." 

The history of tbe Arab people is a long and fascinating one and 
g7eat emphasis should always be placed on any country’s past, for 
history is the foundation of any group of people. Understanding 
Arab history fa understanding ourselves. When one of tbe 
American participants of the conference questioned tbe relevance 
of the historical study of the conference, then we must ask him 
why such great emphasis is placed in American history is 
classrooms to small children in the U.S.? Repetitious teaching of 
American heroes is an inspiration to children. 

Certainly the most brilliant period of Arab and Islamic history 
was during tire Abbasid Empire. This period of time is best known 
for its inteilectoai achievements. It was a period in which there 
evolved a momentous intellectual awakening in the history of 
Islam and is tbe most significant period in the whole idanw 
history and culture. The Arab civilisation that developed between 
the 7th and 11th centuries contributed immensely to human 
.civilisation and Europe was the main direct beneficiary of Arab 
contributions. The Abbasid period encouraged translation of 
foreign works. While toe Arabs were building their monumental 
drifisation, Europe was still asleep in the Dark ages. 

Bflad Al Sham contained people with great talents of adaptabil- 
ity in arts, sciences, politics and industry. It is every Arab child’s 
legacy to know toe relationship of not only the Abbasid Empire to 
1990, fait to know all the glories of past Arab and Islamic history. 

Once tbe Arabs were brilliant, intellectual and had an anuwlng 
and vast potential as well as an incredible Islamic Empire. No 
people have been more rich in their history. Frederick U of 
Germany, a renaissance leader and one of the most progressive 
European monarefas of bis time, was an “Arabised” European. 
He considered Arabs tbe most civilised people on earth. 
Frederick dressed in Arab style, patronised Arab scholars and 
Arab ait and emulated Arabs in many other ways. Sing Frederick 
was “Arabised” as many oontenroorary “modem” Arabs are 
“Westernised." 

There is a new re-awakening now in all Arab people. They still 
have toe potential, they still possess brilliance and are becoming 
'connoisseurs in many fields. There is an immense need to relate 
Arab history to 1990 and the future for only breath-taking pride 
can derive from the study of tins ma g nifi c ent history and an 
awareness that the Arabs can still become a great people and that 
this vast potential will yet be found within themselves. 


A&S32Q& 


don homes and jobs to begin life 
all over in a country they do not 
know and a lan guage they do not 
speak. 

They arrive to find that not 
only is the Palestinian uprising 
under way in the occupied terri- 
tories but they are themselves at 
die centre of IsraePs straggle over 
what the state is to become. 
Expansionists want them to 
populate the occupied areas so as 
to guarantee that there never will 
be a Palestinian state — or a 
“second” one, after Jordan, as 
Ariel Sharon daims. 

Those Israelis — backed by the 
United States — who are pre- 
pared to trade territory for peace 
with the Palestinians recognise 
that the settlement questin is de- 
cisive. Both sides understand that 
the immigrants coaid break the 
political stalemate that has been 
suffocating Israel since the crisis 
created a decade ago by the 
invasion of Lebanon. 

Tbe Soviet Jews will not re- 
main pawns of tbe Israeli parties 
for long — if they stay. Many may 


not stay, if they can find a place 
to go. Kit if they leave in large 
numbers, it could deal ar fate! 
Wow to toe spirit sustaining Israel 
itself. The Zionist dream of 
gathering tbe world’s Jews into a 
single stale of their own would 
have been rejected by the last 
major Woe of Jews in the tor 
aspora capable of fnifiiKiig that 
dream. 


The game is immensely impor- 
tant for Israel, and die United 
States necessarily plays a crucial 
hand. Israel needs American aid 
not only to settle these immig- 
rants; it also depends on the 
United States for economic sur- 
vival. Secretary of State James 
Baker said at a congressional 
bearing on March 1 that U.S. 
funds must not be spent to sup- 
port s et tl emen t s in Gaza or the 
West Bank, which he characte- 
rised as “an obstacle to peace." 
He also warned agaisnt using 
U.S. aid to free other funds for 
the settlements. ■ — Interna- 

tional Herald Tribune. 


The last tribe? 


THE last Jewish tribe is finafly coming out of bondage. They cone 
from Vibrios, Kaunas, Gomel, Minsk and Pfnsk and the Prie — 
the cradle of Zkarira. Their soft, nelotHc Rnariaa fa w fa uiBtar; ft 
evokes the memory of the iate la mented foamUu g fathers. It ii tiie 
authentic Zionist melody. 

Yet again, Palestinian fortunes have been drtm n lnrd by forces 
?•«! eh r—te oces beyond their co nt rol, and by theft- own 
■yJypIrufaticHw. They always paid dearfy far the wickedness of 
ethers (Nads, Ctwammwsti) and codd 
understand, the force of Jewish 

Tbe Russia chfidren arriving at Be n- Gin Ion airport wffl one 
day have to fight, as sokfiers, for the Jewish “Law of Rrutrn” 
agahtet the IWrsttntan “right of retorn” — and the dSermna wffl 
persist. One can fake sides, kivokhig “absolute” or “rotative” 
justice; one cap deny the dichotomy; one caa fall agent. One my 
a tao take comfort ia toe fact that Busstan iuunigntU on Is the last 
wave, after which there wffl be no more rabbits In toe hat. — 
Man* Benveo fc ti, co mmentin g in the Wnnhtagtim Post. 


Long road ahead for 
Salvador peace talks 


By Martin langfi d d 
Reuter 


SAN SALVADOR — -The 
announcement of fresh peace 
talks between the Salvadorean 
government 5rn d leftist rebels in 
early April brings hope that 10 
years of civil war ccmld finally 
end, diplomats and politicians 
say. 

But a long road lies ahead 
before the two sides can shake 
hands on a peace treaty. 

Diplomats said that despite 
some concessions from both 
the go v e rnm ent and the 
Farabundo Marti National Li- 
beration Root (FMLN) remain 
far apart on basic fames. 

The new talks, beginning on 
April 4 in Geneva, were 
an no un ced on Friday by United 
Nations spokesman Francois 
Giuliani in New York. 

The Salvadorean gover nm ent 
said it hoped the talks would lead 
to peace, but played down tbe 
prospect of immediate results, . 

We don’t think tin inerting is 
going to resolve everything.” 
government spokesman Mauri- 
do Sandoval said. “It’s just the 
iption of the process 


talks that broke down in October; 

“The professionalisatioo of the 
aimed forces is something that fa 
under way, not so m e th ing that 
needs to be started now," a 
Salvadorean radio statioq. quoted 
him as saying. 

The radio report said Cristiani - 
offered an amnesty to rebel -fight- 
ers and that (be government was 
ready to ieg&fise the FMLN as a 
political party. 

Despite such apparent conces- 
sions, rebel demands on army 
x e foi m and softening the govern- 
ments free-market economic poli- 
ties will persist as baste stickfag- 
points in the talks, one Latin 
American diplomat said. 

“I think the re could be a p ea ce 
treaty," be said. “Bat if s going to 
take a long time, at least the rest 
of tins year. There are so many 
dun g s they have to agree on.’ 


Ftdd Chaves Mena, leader of 
: opposition Christian 'Demo- 
cratic rartysl said the talks should 


tbe 


Some 75,000 people have been 
killed in H Salvador in Central 
America’s Woodiest civil war. 

Sandoval said President Alfre- 
do Cristiani would not take a 
direct part in the talks. The gov- 
ernment delegation would be led 
by Justice Minister Oscar Santa- 
maria and be similar to that sent 
to previous talks. 

Cristiani, speaking in Caracas 
where he was on an official visit, 
said there was no need for a 
purge of anti-democratic ele- 
ments from the armed forces — a 
key rebel demand in previous 


aim at disbanding the FMLN and 
demilitarising Salvadorean 
society. 

A rebel commander inter- 
viewed recently in tbe no rther n 
province of Morazan said the 
FMLN was prepared to take part 
in March 1991 elections if tbe 
government guaranteed fuH free- 
dom of expression, began pro- 
secution of tbe country’s fa- 
famous far-right death squads 
and reformed aspects of the elec- 
toral system. 

“While the causes that gener- 
ated the war are not resolved, 
alternatives will just crash into 
that reality," he told Reuters. 

One Western diplomat said he 
saw the relaunching of talks as 
positive bat little should be ex- 
pected from the initial Geneva 
meeting. 
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Dot Sharahokdan, '. ’- ' Gowmifto^ v^a^e^.-dda n&S^*- c ' Al 

Ati June A 989... Arab Band •■ ••’ mo* te idpin^^ 

started tfie sixtieth year of ita ’" ‘ Sons “**- 

operation; This institution was chedute tAoigoFjhim' To pn£ ~' T ’ 1 ““ ^ 

a^idea which its late founder, ' ventortinu^ 

MrV Abdufoameed Shoman v . the Government and the,; A^pasTybar, 
had dreamed about when he ' monetary Jaufoorifes drew lip G NP 

was. in the .United States of ■ econonic.ptens to rifouce M ' “ J " 

America. Ha firmly befieved 
thgfc .he' would , return to he., 
homeland to . establish .. a! • 
pkx^eering financial institution 
te serve afi the. Arab com&ies. 

Abdulhamee^Shoman did, in " 
fact realize his dream before 
he passed .away. Our institu- 
tion has now spread to every 
part, of the world and, we are- - 
stiU committed to the fulfilment 
of its mission in this dosing 
decade of the twentieth cen- 
tury.'-'. .•’■ • 

Our institution , has always 
been a major pHlar of the Arab 
economy through 1 its construct 
five policy, its achievements, 
and its successful adaptation . 
to : changing rircumstancbsilt- ‘ 
has- also financially (Inked the 
Arab countries with the rest Of 
.the :worid tivough its network 
of branches and institutions in 
forty-five countries worldwide. - 
i have the greatest pleasure to- 
weteonre ypii to the.6Gth Meet- 
ing of our General Assembly 
[ and brieflyreview with you last 
year's. business environment 
as well as oor Bank's major 
acitievaments. '..... 

Business Environment • 

in 1989, there continued to be 
economic hardship in Jordan, 
characterised mainly by a de- 
crease in its foreign currency 
reserves, which, ledto a signi-.. 
ficarit decline in the exchange -- 
rate of the dinar. Moreover, the 
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union as: major mflestocve^ 




in the effort ^to^rogr^ the 
Arab worfoW ". * • • . . : -v. 

As far-as the «ferf3 world, te 
corxiemedf^s^ 
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deficit in ^jMJdgMr^cf&av -: 
balance dC.paynienls!^^ ‘ 

plans also aim at devetopfog 
national capacities ^ andysett-/- V" 
reliance, bwkfihg up ^ei^ ' ; 

excharige.r^fYes^j^ as few ^^s^.fo^the: gapteft£ 

resforingi^icofio^^ainVf ' : ‘ inf r ' ~ 

mone*ary ; bteWiay. .. I^vv : 1 ; _ 

Ea r iyfoia39:^Ar^edop^.v# : :^^Jfj|hi.W^^^^4?^ 

oration . Council (ACQE .Was \ ■. A*~ 
fomiedvritt) .the roea&6»sfolp; i/V 
of Jordan* /Iraq, 

. North Berner*, * 

event : pri whjch ■: rrip^dhan 


; .‘nlhg high hopes;a ^ e^recta- ’ •? ’/• 

. tions._His MajestyvK^ — iiv i ' ■-• t a-f* a- 

setn described ^.edorortBa : v?> 


xah- ^adopfspedfic poScies m^ wffl 
^ wine^- !he^;> ssduce expenses and aban- 
V ‘ dan unprofitable services.Ttus . 
pS^ outfook on'lhe nwket : 

. 

' ^rab':eart< followed a poBcy 
dire^ted'towards the’ pre-: 
- .-setva^h^dr^hareholders': 
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oB foroughout ^98^'helpea^i^^i ^ rtiK 
oil-preducfog ^ eot^frf^v^X^tftefe’i 

meet .flTeir finahdal obfige* .- rpe^reesr ^ffovva^^' 'and V v 
tiohs. The Arab world, afep " taxes^ reac^a±\^523 mil- 


experienced a number of 
posftive changes which ? we 
"hope wffi be reflected in #ie 
general economic situation 
and add to pofiticat staUi^< 
especially the fesforatkw of 


the legal rights of the Patestt- : haaa beesv ashie^ed for the 


nan 

The many unexpected 
changes^ which swept through 
■Eastern Europe in 1989 are 
SkQiy to attenuate the mffitary 
tension between East -aid 
West The -human race now 
faces new challenges to 
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deification in responding 1 
their needs. : ‘ ..:^3WP 
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con^xaiwJ to U^$86^/niE|on 
kvtses. These pc^S« figures 
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first time in tfreTvstory of- the 
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The iixxeasev 'ih ihe BanJCs 
assfitsivafi dso impressive h> 
that reached V ^.the end 
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"m 


Assembly ■ ^ ;d^rfbetich^% z 
JP^ 7,7'ztn ipaiv 

r-which repre 


■ -■ . ■ ■ - ■ i ■•-■.■ ,i w - ,• •.. ;;r - 




• 

Securities 

. A - • ii ,;i^&620 

- 

‘-•364,627 

Loans and advances • ; , •. .' 1 

ii: ? A , 2,344,626 

•; ' • r. . *. 

1 ,586, 975- ^ 

yi 

Customers' liability on acceptences .v 

■ ^ •* * I* " ' " n ' "• ' - • *- t ^ *v •.«.'• — ♦ 

45.539;^ 

;.,_^ -. • •••/_ > -*< 

Investments ; : ' , • 

-*V:^ Vr:f-]V;'^“^-:^46.6^ ' 

V,.; 32.1 82 V 

Premises and equipment/, *; . 


.20^59. 

Accrued interest receivable _ :•■ . 0: 

,■:•■/ ■' • .^,7f^t4- . 

;‘V;f . 

Other assets • •• . ‘ < ; 



Total Assets 



Customers’- liability on -. -v..-r ■••-• 

■ .- -;;^V v/-. ' : 


guarantees and letters of credit -. 

■- :■ •' ' . •...••■;■ ' . . ' -^£56,245 

.824,3^ 

Total 

.' 7J55$fST : . 

5,395,215 



a98»; The capital .-'adwiacy 
' ' ^r. ^pafo : foTj^.grotj?! measured, 
v "«kx?batfing^ fi^a -Basfe CpnV^ 


^ Ifi&ibi ^S^ttomerts. 14 3% > ^ 
ffe ^^J^cjbsing decade ierf; mb; 
i^tWewB^ .Hrentury, -the . Arafer 
iAmbrteii^eefilr te smbajtong: uponvd ; 

1 • ■ *■-’ fts mission. White 

to play a teaefogr 
*1foani^i®^e ii the 1 , economies of foe ; 
Lv ' 5 ' ■ "■' h YVorid, we are respond-! 

^ toe expect^tfoos of the 
inwhichwe operate, 
.^tevetopmert^ .serr 
^ products i& Tweffl 

^>are' \.fov’- 
"g.bbr^ iiSemationaf; pfeh_ 
^WLtoJTiaet out cus? 
rjcjS^ I,* ^S^b^rai* ineeds-. even; more 

Jfe%e^.to.pur success during 
years service has: 
anrfjjdeaf. Ck»sM 
3»d.s«>rk,k3yafiy 
;^fopereever- 
wip^^^^JwayS been^ our 
we -are certain that 

h®v chafteoges of 
jcc8ssfv% and 

Ghatett-!,.; • ? 

. ■'• ' 

" f:W^- 
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Profit and Loss Statement for the years 
1989 and 1988 


Revenue 


31/12/1989^; -31/12/1989 
jd (’oock i i JD rooo>;. 


Interest revenue 

607;7tfe ' / . 349 t 674 r 

■ Less: Interest expense 

so©, ^?^6 

Net interest revenue . 


Non-interest .revenue 

. "V . -’ • .“• ! ‘ 1^1 . 

Commissions 

: . ' 22,790V 1.8*228 

Foreign exchange trading ■ 

■ 19.487 a;;/ vil.968 

Other revenue ■' ,V. . ' , 

•. S.SZO' - - e.431 

Total non-interest revenue ‘•; : 

.:. ‘ 50.697- : 36^27 

Total Revenue 

^ 151347 . l &J2& 

Expenses 

and staff hi^nefits 

" : " 40.3^ twJV 

Depreciation of premises and equipment 

l442‘‘ 

.Olher expenses and provisions 


Total Expenses 


Net income before income taxes . : 


income taxes 

■ ' : 1282^ 

Net Income 

":•. S2je§& “/Mau 

Appropriations 

■ •••• - ■ a *•• 

Net income . ._ - 




'Total .. *71'; 

' :: $a2^^ws&n 

Allocations ' 




To voluntary reserve 

•'.,'. . vdffi *■ V* 1 * 

•v^. 

Proposed cash dividends' ■ •. ' 


.Directors’ remuneratiori 


Retained earnings carried foniwd . 
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For the year ended 

1989, submitted to the. General' : .-^ 

Assembly af Shareholders 7 at the. • 


March 1990. 


•_ ;. of /'p ay 
. Govern rh 



Dear Shareholders,. • . g r g vv ; g ^deficit m 
Since its establishment/ sixty years/' 

ago, Arab Bank has always -been' a' : v , 

vital element, in the economy'.of -the . . 

Arab world. This institution will con- pal 
•.tinue to be faithful .to its mission and, 

its clients: It . has also constantly r on^heVgertera|i^^ 
proved its ability to adapt to different /.a nd wifrstreng^n^ 
and changing conditions. ■ .-y -\. A exchan^ /rafer^^^ 

The year 1989 was a new chapter m ; 
the successful history of the Bank., p ue serf the brdricftesS 
We are glad to present to yew ouh 
sixtieth annual report which briefly 
surveys the working conditions and - ^ank Slig^ly 
-the most important financial results . 
of the Bank. . 


MBBfKgm 

sms 




Sand wifrstreng^gM^^I^I^^^ 
:■ exdh 
^Bank’s 
. 19 

nue^ofthe 

-Bank 

the ifejF&h^ 

.’ available--xffe : EKi^^^^^§g^^fc^ 



General Economic Situation 


The world economy was negatively;' fV. 
affected in 1989 by slow economic., 
growth, a general rise in inflation an# / 
a continuous gap |n : trade balances 


Swiss francv-T 
bq^declineda 
thereportlngdi 
at thb end ctf 
dinar decline^ 


growth, a general rise in inflation an# • 

a continuous gap iri trade balances 

among industrialised nations. Thej' ■ 

central banks in the industrialised ; "ff; are 

world continued the restrictive poliy -v®)Vl?® 

cies they had started in 1988, which : . bcrth.decli n ed 

were reflected in higher interest the 

rates in 1989. The risk of iirreorig: ^ 

trolled inflation receded in most o£ 

the industrialised countries. Gur in- . :i M 

stitution has interacted positively: ® rou ^® 

with those changes and succeeded ; wel^ 8s alnrc^a 

in developing its revenues in general ^ 5i . ■ 

and net interest in particular. Arab : ; 

Bank was able to capitalize on the l 
general rise in interest rates, and to . 

manage its funds very efficiently. ; T gkicPme ^s^^'eifl 
The eco nom ieS of the ; #ey eloping- J 

nations did not unefergo’anyira^t^ me| 

changes in 1989. The prices of rawi* / ffi Qpnid 
m ateria Is. re mal bed relatively Ipwy • \ 
and the i m p a ctof Ih ei r exterhalidebts - 

continued to affect the bd lance df v ^a/^odmpaieib cfete.^Tllfete 






Expenses 


£ 


rose tdJf.S.S 


a ^l ase of MQ.$ ITSilbn 
(74 ^Pver 19#%The Gr^pfex- 

noneno 1.1 f^u ■ . 


i/viiiriiuwu tv/ uiiwl u iv vruiurivv ,u». .. • • _ • - . «■ ~yc -*-■ I dp ^ j /S ? g&fltaS'T Vral; r V '• ^ ■- ^ 

payments of those Countries: ttterer Pjl ci .^ m& < §- 6 |K f ® Wep 

were some high-lever attempts to ; V™ £. ..... 


solve; the international ddbtrcrfelsg 
th.e- most, important being that 0 | M rg 
Nicholas. B raefy. -Re c^l feduponcorng 
mercial banks to le nd : fr e s h mon e y-. 
while reducing the value of the cdf 1 / 
rent debts by replacing them with! 
long-term bonds. These .. bonds ; 
would be guaranteed internationally 
and would be issued at a nominal 
value of less than the face; value of 
the debt or at fixed interest Fates 
lower than prevailing market rates. 
The debt problems of each country 
have still to be resolved separately 
under the auspices and through the 
cooperation of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. Mexico 
submitted a plan in accordance with 7 
the new proposals which was met, 
with positive responses from , some 
of the commercial banks. Even 
though our portfolio on sovereign 
debts is relatively small, we are fol- 
lowing all those changes closely in 
order to choose the ideal ajterha-* 
fives for our Bank. Necessary and 
sufficient allowances were made to 
face any possible loss of debts. 

Our branches and sister institutions 
operating in the Arab oil-producing 
countries showed favourable results 
due to the econom c stability there. 
The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) suc- 
ceeded in controlling their output 
while, demand remained firm and 
within reasonable levels, which re- 
inforced the prices on the interna- 
tional market. The price of.oil in 1989 
fluctuated between U.S.$'15.8 and 
21.77 per barrel, and is expected to 
remain steady during 1990. 

As far as the econbmic situation irr 



year that ende.cf DeS^te^li lSSS. K>l|l : exp«i^ irf‘198^J-|PS 

Net income ^eKexpe^es and 

98.1 million for the f i rst time m^th e -r- ^ noa- 


grew ’M 

irt nqn-i nterest: fexp^^s 




N et inebme f 

...■ • r-.'.li in iQQQ.- efvsvAhKMiS: 





: on eflurty patios .m ? r^g»fflfe 


; *k« rca&^-TOrwa^o: in the^j*ogp^s oop.^ 

cantly , over those pf the^jiou^- ^ 

year as shown below;-,^^^,- :fe y 


ProfifatHlrty 




: year as shown 

- p«»«3 W ^ ; 

. Net inconie/Shcu^olcters^ 

This strong "QM. 

attributed to inerbaised 


Net .ifK;onie/.Totel-^e^ -. ' >. y 
‘ Net iricotrie/Shsu^dd^rs’r 


..equity .- : 

This strd 
attributed 


n 


nei i merest nwenue . , g iwjvfi^ntly imptoydrt : equity. ratto«g^ l jV ^:''7 

Interest revenue reached dS.$^^_hateholders^ b^ity toffotal as^ete 4 . 4 ::; ^ 
994.9 million in comparison^ w^ ^ :fcatio rose to6.1%Trom 57% in 1988, - ^ 
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Staff 

rfiSM 1 :- sbi)*ty ta succeed in a world of 
f.?$d .chanQ^ is based primarily on 
our staffs skills, loyalty , and dedica- 
S to. At the end of 1989, Arab Bank 
had 3,500 employees in comparison to 
■ ; ‘3,300 at the end of the previous year, 

: Excluding several thousands working 
cur affiliates and sister institutions. 
We are proud that more than 5S% of 
: .our staff force hold university degrees. 
The continuous upgrading of the qual- 
•ifications of ali personnel is one of the 
7 major policies of Arab Bank top man- 
agement. ■ Recently, emphasis . has- 
-been given to high level management 
training and specialized banking ser- 
• vices. Arab Bank training centres as 
'Swell as external academic and bank- 
ing institutions are utilized in achieving 
. our staff development goals. 

Services and &ew 
Products 

; Jn order to satisfy the demands of its 
-customers for investment-related ser- 
vices, Arab Bank has formed a Private 
Banking Department in London. This 
' Department offers a comprehensive 
' range of investment management and 
advisory services to complement ex- 
-Istirig banking activities in the Bank 
.and at other institutions of the Group. 

- In conjunction with the development of 
its . private banking activities, Arab 
Bank, through its London regional 
: office, has created the ABL internationl 
.. f-und Ltd., A Guernsey-based "mutual 
: fund" with, initially, three investment 
' sub-classes; a U.S. Dollar Money 
Fund, a Managed Currency Fund and 
an International Bond Fund. The Fund 
Mismanaged by Arab Bank Fund Mana- 
gers (Guernsey) Limited, a wholly 
- owned subsidiary of Arab Bank. 

To accommodate isiamic investors, 
Arab Bank has also established a 
wholly owned trading company, in. 
Guernsey called ABL Traders Limited. 
This company will use investors' funds 
to trade in Islamically acceptable 


goods and to earn profits according to 

Murabana principles. 

Moreover, our main branch in New 

York has recently developed Islamic 
investment products which are 
directed towards financial institutions 
as well as customers willing to invest 
their money according to Islamic iaws 
and regulations. Investment contracts 
to buy and sell metal and commodities 
for periods from one month up to two 
years are executed according to cus- 
tomers’ instructions. These contracts 
were designed under the advice and 
supervision of the Islamic financial 
institutions concerned. Revenues re- 
sulting from such investments are not 
subjects to U.S. tax law for non- 
residents. 

Arab Bank automation division intensi- 
fied its efforts to utilize modern con- 
cepts in automation so as to serve the 
customers even more efficiently, its 
efforts were aiso directed towards 
more productive allocation of re- 
sources as well as more timely and 
relevant managerial decisions, in • 
1 989. ArabBank Network of automated 
teller machine system w 2 s significantly 
expanded. Other efforts were also 
directed towards the modernization of 
Head Office as well as most branches' 
computer equipment. 7ne develop- 
ment and installation cf several soft- 
ware packages, including letters of 
credit, guarantees, and money trans- 
fer. were completes in 1389. 

Both the Paris brar.cn and C.6.U., 
Manama, completed the installation of 
the SWIFT communication system. 
Early in 1990, our customers in Jordan 
were introduced to dial-up banking 
ser/ices as a first step to the gener- 
alization cf telephone banking to ail 
our branches. 

l$&§^SE^E&g7 ? S S FOR 


Arab Bank’s specific plans for 1990 
include the following: 


1 - fensgsraereS 

We will continue modifying and res- 
tructuring our application of funds so 
as to enhance our holdings cf high 
yield assets within a framework of 
preset risk limits. 

Accommodation of our customers' 
needs as well as the needs of the 
societies in which we operate will be a 
major constraint in achieving this goal. 
Maintaining Arab Bank’s traditional 
high liquidity level will be another 
majcr factor affecting our asset man- 
agement decisions. 

/fS 

l. 

During the period from January 1st. 
1SS8 ttc December 31,1989. Arab 
Bank fund in Jordanian dinars in- 
creased by 95%. The coefficient of 
real growth for the last 38 years was 
approximately 8.5%. In 1990, Arab 
Bank will work to maintain its historical 
growth in real terms after eliminating 
inflationary factors. 

3- PrcfttebSIR? 

Profitability ratios of Arab Bank during 
the period 1985 to 1S8S were in 
average as follows: 
o Return on equity: 1 6.4% 

s Return on assets: 0.73% 

We vjs!* endeavour in the coming year 

to maintain profitability at the same 
■aval as in the previous years. 

4- Sarvices 

sncE Kair Products 

if* 1350. the Bank will continue its 
directed efforts to provide its custom- 
ers vit'i a new range of products and 
financial services to meet their needs 
more effectively. This will be achieved 
through steady efforts to develop staff 
qualifications, automation and geog- 
raphical expansion. More specifically 
the Bank's plans include the following: 

£= FsctlftEdS 

The Bank plans to open twelve new 
cash offices in Jordan, as well as new 
branches in: 

Madrid — Spain, Almuhandesin — 
Cairo Brooklyn — New York, and 
Parramatta — Sydney. 


il.Cil C* 

che- 
X in. 

£3 


AljF;X*irtsQ*&©S 

The Bank plans to expand the as 
tions of systems already deve ; cp 
electronic signature verification ■ 
cf credit, guarantees, an a ai.,;c 
mail handling facilities, ^ars t 
velop new systems for travellers 
quec. acceptances anc dfeoc 
biils. The computer equip me 
Lebanon w;f{ be up-graded. £$ 
modern decision-making systems tre 
concerned, artificial sn'.e!i;g=r.ci a s* 
well as management information sys- 
tems and decision supper 3; s‘:sts 
will be utilized. 

i j i Oca 9 t L v !i‘ Eaai b \> i • j u ^ r-w l,' » 

ApePosrEstfcK c* it si 

i he Board of Directors 'SccmT.5f.ds 
the appropriation of J. 0.52,255,000 
distributable income as feri-:*' -. 5 : 

- u.D. "T-fiSwv.OuO ro rese 
- J.D. 7.700,000 cash cLide-c to the 

sh£rehoide r s at J.D. 3.7 par ers $ 

(35% of the pa' value c: J.D/C;-. 
-J.D. 55,000 as r enure rads' *0 :he 

Members of the Board o- D rectors. 

CsprM 

The Bcaro of Directors sisc 'r com- 
mends increase 0 : h'ao la" 1 ’ 
capita- 1 to J.D. 44 million. The ncr~.se 
of J.D. 22 mt!Hon wli! bs tra.os-eriae 
from the voluntary reserve. A ore to 
one stock split Is 0 00 :.c;- .ss rino 
an adc-ivlcne.: 2.200, COO shares -.c me 
sharshc:csrs j" .he oers'4 .-.ssar-blv 
of 199 1 . 

Finally, we take this : pocfiunity to 
express our thanks and gratitude lo 
our sharehoiders for their continuous 
support and assistance curing the last 
four years. We would a; sc like to 
extend cur appreciation 10 our custom- 
ers and depositors for the confidence 
they placed in us. A special note of 
thanks goes to our staff for their efforts 
without which the results in your hands 
would not have been possible. 
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ARAB BANK Pte 

Genera! Management 

Amman, Jordan, P.O.Box 950544, 950545 

Telephone 660115, 660131 

Telex 23031 ARABNK JO 

Facsimile 606793 


r 


Branch 

Country . 
(No. of 
branches) 

P.O. Box 

Telephone 

Telex 

Facsimile 

Wain branches in the Arab countries 

Shmeisani. Amman 

Jordan (45) 

950546 

660131 

23094 

670564 

King Faisai Si.. Amman 


66 

638161 

2' 230 

637082 

Manama 

Bahrain(3) * 

395 

255988 

8232 

210443 

Riad Solh St., Beirut 

Lebanon (10) 

14-5285 

810005 

22893 

809972 
(ext. 221) 

--.-Tripoli 


379 

430111 

41920 

602383 

Saida 


199 

724501 

23661 

722072 
(ext. 242) 

. oana a 

N. Yemen (3) 

475 

240922 

2239 

263187 

Doha 

Qatar (2) 

172 

43797S 

4202 

410774 

Abu Dhabi 

U.A.E. (8) 

875 

334111 

22257 

336433 

: At-Maktoum. Dubai 


11364 

228845 

46126 

285874 

: Wain offshore banking units _ . 

Manama 

Bahrain (1) 

813 

256398 

8647 

231640 

Cairo 

Egypt (4) 

2006 

7 462 i 8 

92716 

746165 

Singapore 

Singapore (1) 


5330055 

22955 

5322:50 

Wain branches in Europe, 

U.S. A. and Asia 





'Ni costs 

Cyprus (5) ■ 

5700 

457111 

5717 

457890 

vRaris 

France (2} 

319 

43593434 

642443 

42890S78 

: Athens 

‘ Greece (1) 

30357 

3255401 

219922 

3255519 

‘Rome 

itaiv (1) 

745 

5840473 

624161 

6795601 

; Seoul 

Korea (1) 

13-31 

75 7002 4 

34180 

7570124 

London 

U.K. (3) 

133 

3153500 

837110 

6007620 

New .York 

U S.A. (2) 

5377 

7153700 

238770 

5934632 


Branch 

Country 
(No. of 
branches) 

RO. Box 

Telephone 

Telex 

C acs:. . i s .e 

Representative offices 

Beijir.c [ Peking } 

China 


5002255 
(ext. 3510) 

22733 

5003275 

Tokyo 

Japan 


57S9388 

32442 

5732359 

Sister institutions, subsidiaries and associated companies 

Arab bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Zurich 

5281 

2657111 

51227s 

2557330 


Geneva 

863 

7327 53c 

27202 

■ 0^2 -SO 

Arab Australia Ltd. 

Sydney 


2324123 

1 2052 C 

221542 S 

Finance Accountancy 
Mohassaba S.A. 

Geneva 

304 

732S00S 

289220 

"337229 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Vienna 

100 

51 34240 

135313 

51342405 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

Tunis 

520 

351 1 55 

14205 

347270 

Omar Arab Bank 

Ruwi 

5010 

7C62S5 

323c 

”37735 

Arab Bank Evlaroc 

Casablanca 

13810 


229^2 

^ co 

*— ■ w ■- 

Arab National Bank 

Riyadh 

56S 21 

4C23Q00 

40266C 

■ /-« r ■ —t , -» 

/4 f 

Nigeria- Arab Bank Ltd. 

Lagos 

12807 

561955 

21973 


UBAE Arab German Bank 

Luxembourg 

115 

24431 

2374 

474888 


Frankfurt 

102239 

271 50 

414243 

235471 

Arabia Insurance Co. 

Beirut 

11-2 127 

363510 

21016 


Jerusalem. Ramailah. Nablus. Jenin, iuik&rm. 

Hebron and 

32.15 3 rarer 

•as ir. the We*; 

^ „ _ > , ^ ^ ^ 


Gaza Strip are ten - . perarily closed and r,oi allowed to function under the isra-ii occupation. 







































































































Vivid scenes 
of oppression 


v.^'V v I- 


By Dr. Nancy S. Pyle 


toe tkst part of this article 
appeared is Sunday's issue of 
lie Jordan Times. 

Having trained as an Islamic 
architectural historian I 
couldn’t go to Jerusalem with- 
out a brief visa to the tknne of 
the Rock and the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. While wandering 
around the courtyard I spotted 
an obviously American tour 
group. Unconsciously I found 
mysetf eavesdropping on their 
Israeli guide. She was warning 
them, “Yon most understand 
that you are now in the Arab 
section of Jerusalem. It is com- 
pletely unsafe and you are sur- 
rounded by terrorists. Please 
visit the mosque quickly and 
get back to the safety of the 
bos." They all looked utterly 
petrified. Wouldn't you be 
too? I kept glancing around, 
trying to figure out what in 
heavens name the guide was 
referring to, a description that 
had no apparent relationship 
to what I had felt and seen. My 
.Palestinian guide, a medical 
doctor trained in Europe, 
looked at me with a sheepish 
grin and said, ‘That's me she’s 
fa Firing about." 

I was certainly not the typic- 
al American tourist in Jeru- 
salem. I had crossed over from 
Jordan, rather than through 
Tel Aviv airport. I was staying 
at a modest bote! in East Jeru- 
salem, not a five star hotel in 
West Jerusalem. I was Drained 
as an Mamiost and I was meet- 
ing Pdestmians. And yet I 
hoped I was approaching the 
issues of this divided city with 
an open mind. 

Late one afternoon I had an 
ap po in t m ent with the Amer- 
ican consul general, Philip Wil- 
cox. His office is in West Jeru- 
salem. It was six and already 
dark outride by the tune I left. 
The first two taxis I waved 
down refused to take me when 
they heard I wanted to go to 
the East Then a pair of Israeli 
security policemen, sub- 
machine, guns at the ready, 
came up and asked me .what 
(he trouble was. When. I ex- 
plained foe problem they told 
me I shouldn't go to the East as 
ft simply wasn't safe. Well, I 
certainly wasn’t going to spend 
the night on that sidewalk. At 
last I found a taxi and hurried 
bade to the American Colony, 
feeling ever so much safer on 
tire "wrong” side of the green 
line. 

What Geneva convention? 

All universities on the West 
Rank have been dosed for the 
last two years. That closure 
order was extended for three 
mouths while I was there. High 
schools open sporadically, and 
always in fear of interference 
and interruptions- I resented 
tire fact that any meetings I had 
with university faculty and 
ad mi nistr a tors were officially 
flleg&L A small complaint com- 
pared to (be collective punish- 
ment of denying a generation 
of Palestinian youths the right 
to education. I was as guilty as 
anyone. Why hadn’t I spoken 
out long ago? How could this 
total ^affront to the guarantees 
of the Geneva convention be 


allowed to continue? I had 
come to tile West Bank to see 
if there were any students com- 
petitive for entrance to Har- 
vard. What an absurd agenda 
in light of the situation. And 
yet was it? 

- I have travelled all over the 
world, meeting with young 
men and women seeking high- 
er education in tire U.S. On 
tiie Pyle scale of motivation 
and determination, the Palesti- 
nians top the charts (with a 

second place award probably 
going to the Vietnamese). 
Even the dosing of universities 
and intimidation of faculty is 
not going to prevent these peo- 
ple from getting an education. 
As a dean at Birzeit University 
remarked, “Education will be 
the only effective weapon to 
fight for our freedoms." It 
would not be an exaggeration 
to say these are the most im- 
pressive potential candidates in 
the Arab World. Schools are 
dosed, books are banned, stu- 
dents are not free to travel 
from one village to another, 
and yet the system is still work- 
ing. A Jesuit priest smuggles a 
girl from a refugee camp in 
Gaza in the trunk of bis car so 
she can attend an illegal meet- 
ing of a dass on English litera- 
ture, part of Bethelehem Uni- 
versity operating in exile. 

Yes, Harvard will find com- 
petitive applicants on the West 
Bank. 

Parties to remember 

I was invited to a Palesti- 
nian home for dinner on the 
spur of the moment. My host 
had no time to alert his family I 
was coming. Upon our arrival 
the nine-year-old daughter 
greeted me with enthusiasm 
and her first question was, 
“Are yon a reporter?” 
Obviously disappointed with 
my reply, I asked why she had 
hoped I was a journalist. “Be- 
cause I have so much to tell." 
Many hours and conversations 
later I was numb. What kind of 
a childhood is it when kids that 
age have to beg for freedoms, 
have to go back and forth from 
home to school in constant fear 
of Israeli patrols, are allowed 
no collective extracurricular 
activities. (“They think if a 
group of us play basketball 
after school, we are a bunch of 
terrorists plotting an attack”). 
But the children’s art hanging 
on the kitchen wall was die 
stuff of dreams. These children 
haven't been beaten. They still 
hope the world might one day 
deal them a better share. 

Have you ever been invited 
out for dinner during a strike? 
It’s unnerving to park on a 
totally dark and isolated street, 
stopping in front of a bmkfing 
seemingly dead. Guided only 
by matches, my hosts led me 
through an arcade and down a 
winding step. Several knocks 
and muffled conversations en- 
sued, and the door swung 
open. I was to dine in the 
Philadelphia Restaurant, one 
of the finest in all of Jerusalem. 
Against all curfew restrictions 
the owner had opened the op- 
eration just to welcome me. 
Why had he taken such risks? 
To what did I owe the incrcdi- 



MHEKT WAITING _ Arabs wait patiently at a River 
Jordan crossing. Regulati o ns imposed by the Israeli occ upation 
aaflnri fl g at tbe otter ride of (be bridge are generafly seen by 

ble hospitality and memorable 
meal? “My dear lady, you care 
enough to ask the hard ques- 
tions. We cannot ask for menu 
than that.” 


as dearly designed at making it as difficult as possible for 
Palestinians to leave and enter the occupied terr ito r ie s (FUe photo) 


Underground wf wfffyw 

If universities are closed by 
government decree, tins also 
means it is illegal for any facul- 
ty members to hold dasses, 
even off-campus. To many 
teachers and students around 
the globe, such a situation 
would be looked upon as a 
welcome, well-deserved vaca- 
tion. To a Palestinian, it is 
merely a challenge. The 
motivation of these people to 
continue their formal learning 
is unparalleled. They are not 
free to travel within the region 
without written permission, 
university campuses are dosed 
and guarded by Israeli security 
forces, mid one third of the 
books in the libraries of West 
Bank schools have been ban- 
ned (Is a first year biology high 
school textbook really a threat 
to national security?). It is 
illegal to meet in a group, for 
any reason, in any place. As 
schools are dosed, there is no 
tuition money coming in to pay 
die faculty salaries. 

And yet, an underground 
educational network is thriv- 
ing. Physics labs are being set 
np in private kitchens. I visited 
a computer lab in die basement 
stairwell of a building nearly in 
ruins. Teachers told of burying 
banned books in their gardens, 
then digging diem up to give a 
class. Scholars meet surrepti- 
tiously, never in tbe same place 
truce. Students take life- thre- 
atening risks to get to a dass. 
Regular lectures are impossi- 
ble, intensive seminars the 
order of the day. Faculty told 
me the quality of work has 
soared since die dosure began. 
But since universities are tech- 
nically dosed, it is therefore 
theoretically impossible for 
to be completed, and 


thus a student who finishes a 
degree cannot have a diploma 
that is accepted as a legal docu- 
ment by the Israeli govern- 
ment. A less motivated 
population would have long 
since given up, but these peo- 
ple are just getting stronger. 
One dean apologised for not 
being able to give me a gift, all 
he ted to offer were an im- 
pressive stack of scholarly 
journals, all of which had been 
published illegally. Is it neces- 
sary for a people to be at war 
to lose all their basic freedoms, 
before they appreciate die im- 
portance of t r aini ng a mind? 

Was it already time for me to 
make arrangements to retnrn 
to Jordan? A Palestinian 
academician asked if I would 
do him a favour. “Please, 
could you go to the bridge by 
an ordinary Palestinian taxi? 
Don't hire a separate car for 
yourself." Of course I com- 
plied and was curious to know 
what lay behind his request. 

At dawn I climbed into one 
of the old stretch Mercedes 
that make up the taxi fleet of 
the West Bank. There is barely 
room for seven passengers and 
tbe driver. By the time we ted 
tonred East Jerusalem picking 
up passengers, always with te- 
ary farewells to relatives still in 
their bedclothes, we were ten 
adults, innumerable children 
on laps, and an assortment of 
bundles that would rival tend 
luggage on a Nigerian Airways 
flight. 

As the sun rose in front of 
us. we made our way down 
through the bills, past 
monumental settlements that 
must have grated as harsh 
psychological insults to my fel- 
low passengers, and on to the 
floor of the Jordan Valley. 
A p proximately a half mile be- 
fore reaching tire immigra tion 
post for the bridge, we came to 
a roadblock cum passport con- 
trol. There were ten cars in 
‘front of us and we gradually 


inched our way forward, a 
time-consuming procedure in- 
volving tbe search of all lug- 
gage, all passengers, all cars. 
An boor passed and we had 
made it to tbe third position in 
line. Hopes soared... but ail 
too soon. Suddenly other taxis 
were being waved around tbe 
queue and in front of ns. We 
were retreating further and 
further back from tbe check- 
post. 

When my sense of fair play 
could stand it no longer, I 
asked if anyone in the car 
spoke English and could ex- 
plain to me what was going 
on. An elderly gentleman, with 
a look of resignation, told me 
those cars were being driven by 
Palestinians who collaborated 
with tbe Israelis. In return for 
information on their fellow 
Palestinians, they were 
allowed to go to the front of 
tbe line, thus enabling them to 
charge a higher fare to their 
passengers. I was seething, not 
for myself or for tbe Jordanian 
driver waiting for me on the 
other side. I was furious that 
these innocent people bad no 
recourse. At last the gentle- 
man spokesperson asked me, 
“You have an American pass- 
port? Perhaps you could tty to 
help us." 

I was out of the car like a 
shot and marched up to the 
Israeli guards to demand an 
explanation. At first they tried 
to convince me that the cars- 
going ahead were all U.N. 
officials. A ridiculous excuse 
when we both knew that all 
U.N. officials on die West 
Bank travel in white cars with a 
big blue U.N. painted on the 
side. “No, I said. “Those are 
taxis just like the one I am in. 
The only difference is that they 
get to go through and we 
don’t. ” By now the guards realised 
I was carrying a U.S. passport 
and they changed their tune 
entirely. “Madam, yon are an 
American. We are terribly sor- 


ry for this inconvenience. We 
will arrange for another car to 
take you to the bridge.” But I 
retorted, “I don’t want another 
car, I am in that taxi and I want 
it to get its deserved place in 
line.” They were livid and told 
me that if I insisted upon 
travelling with “those people" 
then I could bloody well wait. 
And wait I did, another two 
hours. Yes, now I knew why 
my friend in Jerusalem had 
asked me to take the taxi. 

‘Semhiared to death* 

A renowned professor from 
Nablus came to visit me at my 
hotel in Jerusalem late one 
evening. Because of curfews 
and strikes it ted proven im- 
possible for me to travel to his 
town, but he made the extraor- 
dinary effort to get to me. He 
came in search of more oppor- 
tunities for his most gifted stu- 
dents. He stayed and talked 
late into the night about 
Palestinian dreams. 

“We are the pet of leftist' 
intellectuals and 'international 
agencies. They love to cham- 
pion our cause. They love to 
host elaborate gatherings and 
issue strident papers about tbe 
injustices we have encoun- 
tered. But really, they are all 
very long on rhetoric, very 
short on action. We.the people 
of Palestine, have been semi- 
nared to death.” 

1 hope these notes of one 
traveller to the West Bank 
won’t add to that useless rhe- 
toric. For all of us who believe 
in the right of every man and 
woman to an education, Amer- 
ican, Israeli and Arab alike, we 
must coDectively find solutions 
to this morally unacceptable 
situation. 

Dr. Nancy S. Pyle is associate 
director of the Harvard Insti- 
tute for International De- 
velopment. 
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Daily Ramadan Sftar 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Japai Amman. near 
AhByytfi Girls School 
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Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN'S x 
CHINESE 
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Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30 - Midnight / 



Wonder bread 
without wheat 


By Clare Pedrtek 

ROME — It sounds like a claim 
from tbe corniest type of televi- 
sion advertisement, but food sci- 
entist Morton Satin, inventor of 
the woiid’s first loaf of wheatiess 
bread, claims his 'product really 
does have more flavour. Far 
more importantly, he says, the 
new foodstuff could have wide- 
reaching implications for de- 
veloping countries whose farming 
economy are being wrecked .by a 
flood of cheap wheat from rich 
grain-producing nations. 

In the past 25 years, wheat has 
taken over from indigenous sta- 
ples in many pans of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. The reason? 
Wheat makes bread — the ulti- 
mate convenience food. “Bread 
is convenient, easily transport- 
able, quick to prepare and long- 
lasting,” said Satin, cbief of the 
Agricultural Industries Service at 
the Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO), a United Na- 
tions agency based in Rome. “It 
also confers status on consumers 
in many countries: bread is for 
city-dwellers rather than country 
cousins." 

Wheat has the added advan- 
tage of being cheap — far more 
so than the cassava, millet, corn 
and sorghum grown in most tro- 
pical countries. The major grain- 
producing nations of Australia, 
the United States, Canada and 
France unload their surpluses at 
knock-down prices on the de- 
veloping world, at what Satin 
calls “a political price.” 

“It started out as food aid, and 
then once the dependency was 
created, trade took over at heavi- 
ly subsidised prices,” Satin said. 
“As a result, these tropical de- 
veloping countries are faced with 
a grave situation. They have 
effectively been weaned onto 
food products that are based on 
agricultural crops they do not 
grow... It has completely des- 
troyed their potential for agri- 
cultural development. In many 
cases, farmers have stopped 
growing local crops except at 
subsistence level. The market 
place has been quite simply 


developing world. 

“I wanted to replace xanthan 
gum with something that' was 
easily obtained in the tropics, 
something cheap and universal,” 
he said. “It did not look as 
though there was anything, and 
then I had the very simple idea of 
using starch, of boiling some of 
the cassava flour in water to 
produce a starch gel which would 
have the elastic properties of 
wheat gluten. The bread proofed 
perfectly.” 

Satin has now refined his for- 
mula so that bread can be made 
from virtually any indigenous 
crop — rice, millet, corn, soy- 
beans, yams or sorghum, as well 
as tbe cassava which be first tried. 
The sorghum flour bread tasted 
bitter at first, but the addition of 
a small amount of salt solved the 
problem. Cassava bread is low in 
protein, but by adding soybean or 
chick-pea flour the nutrition 
levels were boosted to a point 
where they were as high or higher 
than for wheat-flour bread. 

- As for taste. Satin swears cas- 
sava bread is more appetizing 
than wheat-flour bread. “Its fla- 
vour is really wonderful, far bet- 
ter than normal bread in my 
opinion. It's bland but slightly 
sweet, the ideal accompa n ime n t 
to anything. It also stays fresh 
longer, up to 8 or 9 days.” 

It is early days to assess the 
dietary implications of re-intro- 
ducing indigenous staples — or 
any harm that may have been 
done by feeding people on wheat, 
a product their fathers and fore- 
fathers ted never eaten. “At the 
moment we just don’t have that 
kind of clinical information, but 
the main dietary implication, and 
the most dramatic one, is that 
wheat is a product that is avail- 
able today but may not be tomor- 
row,” Satin said. 

Three particular cases illustrate 
his point. Nigeria, which tried to 
break its wheat-dependency by 
banning all wheat imports in 1987 
has suffered food shortages as a 
result. FAO officials also suspect 
there has been wide-scale smug- 
gling from neighbouring coun- 
tries. In Zambia, the government 
has warned wheat stocks yviil run 


Satin lias now refined his formula so that bread can 
be made from virtually any indigenous crop — 
rice, millet, corn, soybeans, yams or sorghum, as* 
well as the cassava which he first tried. The 
sorghum floor bread tasted bitter at first, but the 
addition of a small amount of salt solved the 
problem. Cassava bread is low in proton, but by 
adding soybean or chick-pea floor the nutrition 
levels were boosted to a point where they were as 
high or higher than for wheat-flour bread. 


eroded.” 

Figures published by the FAO 
show that in the 20 years between 
1961 and 1981 the consumption of 
wheat in tropical developing 
countries grew by 3 per cent, 
while that of indigenous roots and 
tubers fell by 0.5 per cent, and 
chat despite a high population 
increase. Thirty eight of these 
nations consume more than 
100.000 tons each of imported 
wheat every year. Of these, nine 
nations consume more than one 
million tons. Seven of tbe world's 
15 largest wheat-flour mills are in 
countries where wheat is not 
grown — in Indonesia, Singa- 
pore, Sri Lanka, Cuba, Nigeria, 
Yemen and Ivory Coast. 

Determined to try to break this 
cycle. Satin set about inventing 
the unthinkable — a loaf of bread 
made with no wheat at all. “I 
tried to think of a way of doing 
away with wheat without doing 
away with bread,” he explained. 
“I figured that if I could make 
bread with indigenous crops, 
there would no longer be any 
need to import wheat. The idea 
was to go back and try to make 
bread as though wheat had never 
been discovered. It wasn't that 
easy; wheat has been around for 
six of seven thousand years!” 

Months of experiments fol- 
lowed, most of them at weekends 
in the kitchen of Satin’s apart- 
ment in Rome. Long years as a 
top executive in the multi-billion 
(foliar bread-making industry 
helped Canadian-horn Satin, who 
worked for several major com- 
panies before joining the FAO. 
So too did his experience cooking 
in restaurants as a youngster, to 
pay his way through college- 

’That taught me to be highly 
.organised in the kitchen,” he 
said. ‘Tin very quick and metho- 
dical. but I don’t like anyone 
around me while I'm cooking.” 
The first problem was to repro- 
duce the viscous quality of wheat- 
gluten, a protein which has the 
ability to trap gases resulting 
.from fermentation and thus give a 
tight-textured bread. The addi- 
tion of xanthan gum — an addi- 
tive widely used as a thickener in 
the food industry — had die 
deared effect, but Satin was not 
satisfied. Xanthan gum is a costly 
product not manufactured in the 


out by the beginning of April at 
tbe latest. Lack of sufficient fore- 
ign currency reserves means there 
is no prospect of importing furth- 
er supplies. In Cuba meanwhile, 
traditional free supplies of sur- 
plus wheat from the USSR look 
set to stop soon. For the fust 
time, tbe Havana government is 
faced with the prospect of buying 
wheat from Canada. 

One major benefit of cutting 
wheat imports will be to give a 
new market value to local staples, 
Satin said: “It’s a simple case of 
supply and demand, and at the 
moment there is just no market. 
Indonesia and Thailand both 
have a large excess production of 
cassava. At home there is no 
market, so it is sold m pellet form 
to the European Community at 
very low prices for cattle fodder.” 

The governments in Indonesia 
and Thailand have already given 
the go-ahead for pilot projects 
involving Satin's wheatless bread. 
Talks are also under way with 
Cuba, Jamaica, Nigeria and 
Zambia. 

Satin, just back from an Afri- 
can tour to promote his inven- 
tion, declares the response “very 
enthusiastic." “In several coun- 
tries we have demonstrated the 
technique to bakers and millers 

b given advice on how to coo- 
current milling capacity to 
local crops,” he said. “Obviously 
our efforts have to go hand in 
hand with those of the govern- 
ments who have to back ns up 
with policies. Otherwise the 
problem would always remain 
that imported wheat is cheaper.’’ 
One resounding vote of confi- 
dence has come from an unex- 
pected quarter, in tiie undustrial- 
ised world. Sufferers of celia dis- 
ease — an illness caused by an 
allergy to wheat-gluten which 
causes digestion problems and 
sometimes death — have flooded 
his office with requests for recipes 
of his wonder wheatiess bread. 
“These people have to have 
gluten-free diet for life, which 
means no wheat products at all," 
he noted. “Last year the Cana- 
dian Celiac Association invited 
me to present a paper cm my new 
bread and it was a great success. 
It was die last thing I had on my; 
mind.. .but I am delighted to have’ 
been able to help." 






Economy 


E. German politician slams 


proposed mark exchange 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
The general secretary of East 
Germany’s Christian Democrats 
broke ranks with his patrons in 
Bonn Sunday, describing West 
Germany’s planned exchange 
rate for currency radon as “un- 
reasonable and intolerable." 

West Germany said Saturday 
East German funds would be 
exchanged at a rate of two to tone 
in favour of the German marks, 
apart from the first 2,000 marks 
of each citizen's savings which 

would be swapp ed at par. 

**I personally consider such a 
method to be unreasonable and 
intolerable for East German 
citizens,*’ Martin Kirchucr, 
general secretary of tbe Christian 
Democrats (CDU), told repor- 
ters before coalition talks with 
the Social Democr at s (SPD). 

He said the CDU, which won 
East Germany’s election two 
weeks ago with backing from 
West German Chancellor Helmut 


Kohl, wanted to see salaries and 
pmBfw exchanged at one to one 
becaus earnings were in any case 
40 per cent lower than in tbe 
West. 

*1 cannot allow this to be 
halved again," he said. 

Acting SPD Leader Markus 
Meckel said before going into tbe 
exploratory coalition talks that be 
bac ke d this view and would make 
it a condition for entering a coaii- 
tion. 

“One to one is our strategy, no 
question,” Meckel said. 

The two parties are striving to 
sketch the outlines of a coalition 
ahead of the newly-elected parlia- 
ment's first session Thursday. 

Karl Otto Poehl. bead of West 
Germany’s influential central 
bank, Bundesbank, had said the 
central bank bad proposed that 
East Germans only get one West 
German mark for every two units 
of their own currency. * 

He said the Bundesbank sug- 


gested the more favourable rate 
of one-to-one for savings 
accounts up to 2,000 East Ger- 
man marks per person. 

The concession was made to 
small er savers because of prom- 
ises by Khol during the recent 
election campaign in East Ger- 
many, he said. 

“I think we have to honour 
this,” Poehl told reporters at a 
meeting of European Community 
finance officials at Ashford Castle 
in the village of Cong in western 1 
Ireland. 

Poehl outlined the Bundesbank 
recommendations in a recent let- 
ter to Kohl. The government has 
not announced a conversion rate. 

The money rate has been a key 
part of discussions about creating 
a monetary union between the 
two central European states. 
Once tbe economies are merged, 
the strong West German mark 
will become the only currency in 
circulation. 


A two-to-one con v e r sion rate 
would mean that tbe salaries of 
East German workers would be 
sliced in half. Wages of, say, 300 
East German marks would shrink 
to ISO in the Western amts. 

But Poehl said the rate would 
be “favourable for tbe competi- 
tiveness of (East Germany), 
otherwise unemployment will go 
up very strongly.” 

“It is better to start at a rather 
krw level and then try to ... 
increase wages according to tbe 
increase in productivity, which I 
think will be very strong,” he 


“It would be a misconception 
to start the other way around... 
with a relatively high Level of 
wages, which have to be paid in 
(West German) marks in the 
future,” he said. 

He said the exchange rate 
“doesn’t mean that you have to 
cut wages in half ... and that will 
stay forever.” 


Shock economic therapy — a norm in Latin America 


MONTREAL (R) — Shock 
thearapy is becoming almost 
routine in Latin America as 
newly-elected leaders bulldoze 

drastic economic reforms through 
before oppo s ition has time to 
mobilise, say delegates at the 
animal meeting of tiie Inter- 
American Development Bank 
(IADB) there. 

But some Latin American 
analysts are concerned that gov- 
ernment may be talcing a gamble 
by springing painful reforms on 
foe public without warning, often 
after promising the exact oppo- 
site in the nm-up to elections. 

“People are not getting the 
policies they were expecting from 
their governments,” Jorge Cas- 
taneda, a professor at the Nation- 
al Autonomous University of 
Mexico, tokl delegates. 

“Maybe the policies they are 
getting are better but there is a 
credibility gap which with time 
could become a danger,” he 
added. 

Gover nm ents elected in Vene- 
zuela, Argentina and Brazil over 


the past year have unveiled re- 
form programmes which went far 
beyond anything voters had bar- 
gained for. 

“There is not a single govern- 
ment in Latin America which is 
not engaged in some sort of 
adjustment,” Uruguay’s former 
President Julio Maria Sanguinetti 
told the conference. 

Negative economic, growth, 
crippling debt-service changes 
and galloping inflation fuelled by 
yawning public sector deficits are 
forcing i-xtin American govern- 
ments to bite tbe bullet at tbe 
start of an administration. 

“At tbe beaming of the 1980s 
it was debatable whether you 
could cany out an adjustment," 
said Enrique Garda Rodriguez, 
Bolivia’s minister of planning and 
coidination. 

“Nowadays there is a consen- 
sus. You cannot mess around 
with die economy,” be said. 

Bolivia, which in the mid-1960s 
grappled with annual inflation of 
24,000 per cent, led tbe way 
among Latin Americas democra- 


U.S. accuses 35 


countries of erecting 
unfair trade barriers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has accused 35 
nations of erecting unfair trade 
barriers against U.S. products, 
the first step in a process that 
could lead to economic retalia- 
tion. 

The action was the latest sahro 


m a more aggressive campaign on 
tbe part of the administration, 
prodded by Congress, to find 
ways to reduce America’s huge 
$109 billion annual foreign trade 
deficit. 

Japan led the list of offenders, 
with 19 pages of the 216-page 
report devoted to its barriers 
against the sale of U.S. products, 
a list of infractions that covered a 
range of American goods from 
semkxmductors to soda ash. 

Among other offenders judged 
to have erected tbe most barriers 
against American products were 
South Korea, Taiwan and Clime. , 
all countries running large trade 
surpluses with the United States.* 

The 1990 edition of the 
“national trade estimate report ■ 
on foreign trade barriers” was 
prepared by U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Carla Hills. 

It is the first step in drawing up 
a “hit list” of priority countries 
the a dm i nist r a tion will target for 
intensive negotiations aimed at 
getting the offending barriers do- 
minated. That priority list is due 
April 30. 

The req ui rement for a target 
list of countries, known as the 
“supra - 301” provision, was the 
most controversial and feared 
section of the 1988 ommbus trade 
act 


Officials expressed sat&action 
with -progress being made in talks 
with Brazil on various import 
bans, but they said no headway 
had beat made with India over 
restrictions that country imposes 
on foreign investment and die 
dosure of its insurance market to 
foreign companies. 

Joshua Batten, general counsel 
for the U.S. Trade Office, re- 
fused to speculate on how many 
countries could end up cm die 
priority list this time around. 

However, the administration is 
expected to once again pare the 
list to only a handful of countries, 
in part because of limited re- 
sources to conduct the talks. 
Members of Congress are lob- 
bying to make sure Japan is in- 
cluded in tbe second round of 
talks, regardless of tbe outcome 
of the first series of negotiations. 

“Until the long list of barriers 
that U.S. business faces in Japan 
is cut down substantially, tbe 
United States must keep up tbe 
pressure on Japan to open its 
market,” Senator Max Baocus 
said in a statement. 


A year ago, 34 nations were 
cited in the initial trade bankas 
report and from that list throe 
countries — Japan, Brazil and 
India — ended up on the priority 
list as targets for retaliation. 

In die case of Japan, negotia- 
tions for opening markets for the 
sale -of satellites, sup er com puters 
and wood products succeeded 
Saturday. If dip talks had failed, 
the a dmini str a tion has the power 
to unpose higher tariffs on sales 
of Japanese prodnets in America. 


The countries included in the 
1990 banies report were Argenti- 
na, Australia, Brazil, Canada , 
Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt. 
West Germany, Finland, France, 
Greece, India, Indonesia, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Portug- 
al. Sooth Korea, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, Ihailaiid, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, 
Ve n ezuela and Yugoslavia. 

The two trading blocs were tbe 
12-nation European Community 
and the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil. 


While this year’s report in 
many ways resembled last year’s 
list of barriers, Bolten said some 
progress had been made. 

Among tire success were agree- 
ments lowering barriers to sale of 
U.S. beef in South Korea, ex- 
ports of popper to the European 
Community and sates of cefinlar 
telephones in Japan, he said. 
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tics in imposing sweeping econo- 
mic reforms. 

Inflation has fallen to double 
digits and the economy has 
started to grow again. 

But Sanguinetti said, “Demo- 
cracy does not automatically 
generate prosperity and this pro- 
duces disillusionment.” 


Need for laftnhu t re 


The need for investment in 
basic items scch as roads, hospit- 
als and agriculture in Latin 
America is phenomenal, accord- 
ing to tbe head of the IADB, 
Enrique Igfesias. 

“Yon ns™ it, in every field 
there is a gap which is very 
dramatic,” he said. 

Igfesias was speaking at a news 
conference to present foe IADB's 
annual report. 

“In die last decade we have lost 
about $17 billion of replacement 
investment,” IgLesias said. 

“The need for investment in 
infrastructure in Latin America is 
phenomenal and ranges from 


U.S., Japan agree 


on satellite trade 


WASHINGTON (R) — Japan 
has agreed to virtually all the 
terms sought by the United States 
towards opening its government 
market to American and other 
foreign-built satellites, the U.S. 
trade representatives office said 
Saturday. 

Tbe two sides negotiated into 
early Saturday and resolved ma- 
jor stumbling blocks to an agree- 
ment that would stave off possi- 
ble retailiatory tariffs of 100 per 
cent on some Japanese exports to 
die United States. 

A U.S. trade office official 
said, “We got just about every- 
thing we wanted.” 

Tbe official said the two sides 
met afi day Thursday and Friday 
and into early Saturday and 
would dear up remaining details 
Monday after Japanese nego- 
tiators consulted with their senior 
officials in Tokyo. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Carta Hills cited Japan last May 
under a clause in the 1987 trade 
act for its closed markets in satel- 
lites, supercomputers and wood 


products. 

Under die act, Japan had to 
open its markets in the three 
areas by June 16 or face possible 
punitive tariffs. 

The Japanese had been reluc- 
tant to come to terms but drifted 
to a more conciliatory stance 
after a March 2-3 meeting be- 
tween U.S. President George 
Bush and Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter ToshOti Kaffn- 

Bush stressed to Kaifu the 
urgency of U.S. concerns — the 
American trade deficit with 
Japan last year was $49 billion — 
and said Congress was threaten- 
ing to pass anti-Japanese trade 
legislation if its markets were not 
quickly opened. 

Tbe U.S. trade official said 
Japanese negotiators seemed far 
more ready to strike a deal after 
the Bush-Kaifo meeting. 

Last week an agreement was 
reached to open Japan’s super- 
computer market and American 
officials said progress was being 
made on opening the wood pro- 
ducts market 


imports of UAE goods 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia has allowed imports of 
products from eight factories in 
tbe United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) but continues to restrict 
those from 102 others. Finance 
Ministry officials s$d Saturday. 

Tbe UAE had also banned the 
imports from 15 Saudi factories, 
as the two countries streamline 
their trade on has is of a Gulf 
Cooperation Council pact, said 
dm officials, speaking on condi- 
tion of anony mit y. 

The issue was triggered by a 
recent trade wrangle between the' 
two countries when Saudi Arabia 
Mocked die UAE re-export trade 
through its borders as of March 1, 
de m a n d ing certificates of origin 
to ascertain that the items were 
produced in the UAE. 

The GCC, which also incJndes 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and 
Kuwait, was born in 1981 in a 
quest for a common market. 

Thar unified economic agree- 
ments allows tariff-free move- 
mem of goods across each other's 
borders, but die Saudis were 
app aren tly concerned about the 
duinpiag of cheaply priced pro- 
ducts from Southeast Aria on its 
markets. 

The UAE-Samfi joint indust- 
rial committee held a two-day 
meeting recently in the Saudi 
capital of Riyadh to solve the 
wrangle, and the officials were 
commenting on the outcome. 

A re-export trade worth S3QQ 
mflifon a year from the UAE to 


Saudi Arabia had been crippled 
by the Saudi decision. The Sanctis 
have however relaxed the ban 
fodowmg the intervention of die 
GCC general secretariat and until 
a final settlement is reached. 

“The Saudi Arabian side has 
agreed to offer exemptions of 
customs duty for the product of 
eight UAE factories,” said one of 
the officials. The eight were 
among a list of 13 die UAE side 
pm up for exemption in accord- 
ance with the GCQ unified eco- 
nomic agreement, he said. 

“The Saudi ride also agreed to 
gradually release the ban on 
UAE factories in accordance with 
a timetable and after inspections 
to ensure their c ommitmen t to 
the GCC standardisation and spe- 
cifications measures and the GCC 
unified ecooomc agreement,” be 


The UAE re-export trade to 
Saudi Arabia has more dun dou- 
bled since 1985, estimated around 
1.1 bObon dirhams ($300 mlKon) 
in 1989, fanning 20 per cent of 
the total UAE re-exports mostly 
garments, gold, cement and 
manufacturing goods coming 
from Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 
Dubai has an active free trade 


zone. 

Saudi Arabia was tbe biggest 
GCC market for the UAE re- 
exports and* the second biggest 
world-wide after Iran winch re- 
ceived 1.6 trillion dirhams ($435 
mfftion) worth of goods in 2989. 


Moscow tries to 


block exports 


energy to transportation to agri- 
culture to hospitals.” 

Iglerias said the IADB would 
be aiming to step up its lending 
for infrastructure. 

He would also favour (Greet 
involvement of the bank in efforts 
to help Latin American co m mi es 
reduce the burden of their debt 
He e xp e cte d member nations 
to give an indication of what role 
they envisaged for tbe bank in 
helping cure the still fes terin g 
debt crisis. 

Iglesias said tire bank, which • 
finances development projects in 
Latin America and the Carib- 
bean, was already making si 
indirect contribution to the debt 
reduction strategy launched last 
year by U.S. Treasury Secretly 
Nicholas Brady. 

“By s upp o itilig the balance of 
payments of member countries, 
we are making an indirect con- 
tribution to the debt, reduction.” 
He added: “Can we go beyond 
that? I am not a gainst it. On the 
contrary. I am receptive to initia- 
tives.” 


MOSCOW (AP) — The list 
seems endless. From car batteries 
to caviar, mushrooms to dtectric 
wire, bicydcs to cooking oil, 
cameras to refrigerators, tbe 
Soviet Union is frying to block 
the export of practically all con- 
sumer goods from the deficit- 
ridden country. 

Tyres and spare parts for vehi- 
cles, furs and coffee, all meat and 
its by-products, fish, eggs, canned 
fish and nuts, honey and sugar, 
cereals, confectionaries, linen 
and other fabrics would have to 
stay at home. 

Household electric appliances, 
vacuum cleaners, washing and 
sewing machines, construction 
materials, spices and radio equip- 
ment are barred from export as 
weJL 

‘’These are extraordinary, 
emergency measures needed to 
stabilise the consumer market,” 
Valery Draganov, deputy head of 
the g o v ernmen t's Customs Au- 
thority, said of the sew restric- 
tions. 

The dampdown on e xp orts, 
announced by Draganov in Izves- 
tia Friday evening, was made 
necessary by chronic shortages of 
consumer sup p lie s and is Hkely to 
appeal to Soviets who spend 
boors standing in Hoes at shops 
where most of the shelves are 
empty. 

Bat for those who plan to go 
abroad for business or pleasure, 
tiie announcement was a bomb- 
shell. 

The g ov ernm ent severely res- 
tricts the amount of convertible 
cu r rency Soviet citizens are per- 
mitted to take out of the country. 
Most are permi tted to cany from 
$30 to $200, depending on the 
length of their stay abroad and 
the type of trip they are making. 

Many Soviets customarily pads 
food or consumer goods, either to 
sell for currency they can spend 
abroad or merely to preserve 
what limited funds they have. 

Draganov said the new restric- 
tions, winch apply to foreigners 
as well as Soviets, wffl remain in 
effect at least through 1990. 

“The consumer market is be- 
coming more and more naked,” 
Draganov complained. “Tbe 
situation is becoming even more 


complex since we witness an in- 
creased activity of mafia groups, 1 
which pilfer deficient industrial | 
aid food supplies straight out of | 
tiro T» ck door 1 and then (send 
them) abroad.” 

“We had to stop this mass 
export of c ommoditi es hnmwfate - 
iy” he added. 

At Chop, a border crossing 
station in the western Ukraine, 
some 350 Soviet tourats have 
recently imposed a self-styled 
blockade on the Tisa customs 
office, “demanding restrictions 
on export of e xces siv e food sup- 
plies and mass consumption 
goods,” Draganov said. 

He said order was res to red in 
Chop only after po&ce interven- 
tion, and customs officials confis- 
cated 200 sets of bedcfotfces, 20 
bicycles, six gasoline-powered 
saws and other goods from 
travellers. 

“They are try lug to bring out 
through Tisa virtually everything 
one can think o£ match boxes 
and mixers, canned products and 
electric drills, sausages, cheese 
and buckets, mousetraps and 
electric irons, butter and toys, 
socks and linen, gloves and 
metalwork equipment, rice and 
sugar, chocolate and toothpaste, 
black pepper and tableware,” 
Draganov said. 

“Notice that these goods dis- 
appear very quickly from tbe 
shelves of oar shops,” be added. 

National television recently 
showed a huge warehouse filled 
with TV sets and other goods it 
said were confiscated from Polish 
tourists. 

Draganov said the restrictions 
would not apply to purchases 
made in Soviet hard-corzenqr 
stores or to organisations autho- 
rised to conduct international 
trade. 

He acknowledged that the ex- 
port controls alone would not end 
tiie country’s chronic shortages 
but said the step was aimed at 
“those who see tamsm just from 
its commercial side, who have 
only one aim: to improve their 
trade and financial affairs, to get 
hold of foreign curren cy, buy 
deficient commodities and sell 
these here, dmgng an exhorbt- 
tant {nice.” 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Kuwait to sell oil to India 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will sell India three million tonnes of 
crude ofl and refined prodnets worth a total of $447 million during 
fiscal 1990-91, Indian diplomats said Sunday. The diplomats said 
S.L. Khosla, chairman of foe Indian Oil Corp., signed a contract 
with tiie Kuwait Petroleum Corp. during a visit here last Tuesday 
to import 1.5 million tonnes of erode and 1.5 million tonnes of 
kerosene and gas oil. India was also likely to buy an additional half 
a million tonnes of crude and 300,000 tonnes of refined products 
worth $113 million later in tiie year beg inn ing April 1, they said. 
India purchased two millio n tonnes of crude and 1.8 ntilBon tonnes 
of products worth $418 auBkm in fiscal 1989-90. 


Iran gets mining equipment 


NICOSIA (R) — Sweden wifi provide Iran with $60 nufiion worth 
of mining machinery and equipment in a barter d eal for Iranian 
minerals, Iran’s heavy industry minister said in remarks pubtisbed 
Sunday. Minister Hadi Nejad Hussehriyan, who returned to 
Tehran after a six-day visit to Sweden, tokl the national news 
agency IRNA the two countries were considering setting up 
factories to manufacture frocks, mining machinery, paper and 
glass. “The two have also agreed in principle on implementation of 
mining projects up to the ceiling of $500 mum** through barter 
deals,” IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, quoted the minister as 
saying. 


World Cup workers to strike 


ROME(R) — Construction workersin Turin will stage a four-hour 
strike Tuesday to protest against inadequate safety on World Cup 
budding sites and fry to halt what a union leader called a 
programmed slaughter. “If drastic measures are not taken to 
combat the spate of deaths cm construction sites further action wifi 
become inevitable,” said a union statement famed in Rome 
Saturday. A 49-year-old worker was crashed to death on a site fa 
Turin Friday — the 24th fatal victim since work began on p roj ects 
for the World Cup soccer finals starting June 8, Union leader 
Antonio Pizrinato said Italian btrikfing sites lacked basic safety 
conditions and the need to rush work on World Cup projects 
running behind schedule increased the risks. “The statistics show 
that a progression of grave and mortal incidents has been 
p ro gramm ed for next month.” he said. “Today there are 10 times 
more deaths and serious accidents on World Cop sites than on 
other rites. Its c riminal not to act at once to pot an end to ting 
slaugh ter.” * 


Japan patent officers reprimanded 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan's patent office has reprimanded 76 of its 
officer* fry l eaking mfhrmark in to two private companies over the 
past two years, the office and local reports said Saturday. Kyodo 
News Service reported that the patent office took the action 
Friday, warning employees against leaking information related to 
patent registration. The 'personnel division of tbe patent office 
confirmed that action had been taken, bat was rumble to give 
details. Kyodo said the 76 people prowled the two companies fa 
Tokyo wife information showing if any rimilar inventions had been 
patented. The companies dealt mainly fa the fields of electronics, 
machineries and high technology. Payment far each leak tanged 
from 10,000 yen ($64) to 10,000' yen ($640): One of tire employees 
received a total of 600,000 yea ($3,840), Kyodo said. 


German held in embezzlement case 


NICOSIA (AP) — A West German businessman wanted fa Us 
co un t ry on charges of embezffing 1.5 maffion Deutschmarks 
($880,000) has been arr ested m tiie sooth coast town of Limassol, 
police said Saturday. They told the semiofficial Cyprus News 
Agency that Helmut Nolkes, 40, is the managing director of an 
of&Swro c om pa n y fa Cyprus. Tbe agency did not give tiie 
comp any’ s name. A court has ordered Nolkes held fa custody 
pending arrival of extrafition-request documents from West 
Germany, police said. The agency gave no farther details. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRILS MS* 

By Thomas S. Pierson, ASBobger, Cams fhgweoundaiOB- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Umfl midday be sure you do no- 
thing tin* could take away die 
support and the bac king that you 
either have or antici pate . Eotemt- 
ing ami bd)Cfitt Cf I pWO* 

tied nature arise tooighx- 


AR2E& (March 21 to April !?) 
New interests and activities of all 
Wnrf* can be the most productive 
mesm by which you utifire tins day 
id in fullest cx ccficnT po te nti al . 

TAERES: (April 20 to May 20) 

Consider bow you can best join 
.with pers ons of vision la the days 
ahead to have considerably more 
of what yon regard as tbe good 
dongs of fife. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Some partners of otoriderc who 
have made a prosperous fife are 
now in the mood to extend to you 
toe i nfo rmation just how it can be 
done by you too. 

MOON CXQLDKEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A whole new and mapfaed 


time and Art action to pro dear' '■ 
this 7 

UHbi:{Scptcai*er25toOctt*oe . 
22 ) M&iiK pb» and vfafcwe&favo . 
todM^^Ufasyefr apprechni ~ 
the most are best- ti> put into. t. 
motion today. Make BA of ttf 
to do today wife ftkadL- 

SCWffO; (Ori^StoNbuei^ ; . 
ber 21) Cftfadcr fee variant peso* 
tical jiaretD bacadfeyoa haw k 


stance for making your and 
occupation opens da: way for you 


to be more successful at your daily 
activities. 


LEO: (July 22 to Angus* 21) You 

are highly articulate, now apply fee 
things you most enjoy and the 
persons with whan you Kite to 
share their co mpan y so arrange 
new amusements. 


VIRGO: (Augost 22 to September 
22) Consider bow you can best 
make your hom e a more exerting 


meat today just bow to ta c reme _ 
your asset! . . 

SAOTTARffiSi (tfoiauba 22 to 
Dece mb er 21) hUsy new and «• 
passive con di ti on s .aw-toort Bfccfy , 
to cane up wti M ftrtttm riow 
your future vtitt froty pMftocfle 
insight co let tom com fenfe :■ 

CAHUCOWt (Decanber-22 to 
January 20) You* hashes ate 
most accurate now.V yea wfflbcr 
still sad finao to yqm. u Btii t rb t 
per c ep t i o ns and you MMMbe wise: 
to follow them. 

AQfJAfiKSs Oaoftasy 21 toft&n- 
aiy 19) Pasted* uud facufe jofas 
wife acqoaiotatyto tosd osatidea 
now msecaqgyomfaxjxtomswi 
giving you cm pro gre ss fryon get 
them logefeex. , _ . . . 

PXSCE& (Fehestf* 20 » Man* 
20) Your mmmnrtfflgi ton be way 
math imp rov ed by your taking tr 
good foot at toon andfeca matt 
year apodal duff to-put ait am 
effect. ... 


THE Daily Crossword 
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5 Astern 
8 Concise 

13 Tel Mahal site 

14 Baseball . 
tartly name 

15 Distinctive 
quantise 

16 Active one 

17 TV fan 

18 Soak 

21 FUng decision 

22 Before Wgh or 
dseo 

23 Jabber 

24 Navy bid (decs 
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pBBH BBBB JHHII 

ana muiiiii 

gaaaaa jaa 
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2ft A Charles 
30 Ma x we B end 
Lancheater 

36 Or. totter 
38 Stockton's. 

itilK ifabr. 

37 Plaster finish 

38 bifMp 

41 First game 

42 Golf score 

43 ToKT starter 

44 Obsolete 

46 Osmtoff - 
48 Hurricane area 

47 Semple.anew 
SO Ante op 

S3 “Whatever — 
wants—" 

57 Remunerate 

58 Slfty fabric 
60 Rink users 
63 Merit 

84 Part of OSU 

85 Author Leon 
68 Arduous trip 

67 Win* type 

68 Clairvoyance 
88 Totals 
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DOWN 

1 "My Heart 

Estops 
to — " 

2 Gr. marital 


3 Annie Oaktaya 

4 Mountain lake 


4 Mountain 

5 Mountain 

6 Ends B 4 j. 


7 Dad . . .. 

8 ntoef - 
ft Mass e s 
16 Mohairt tend 

11 Lasam 

12 Outdoor party 
14 Taonta greet 
18 Shoe pah 
20 CM War 

totters 

25 Rues, sae 
28 Bristle 
28 Legal dahns 

31 Far tram 
smooth 

32 StatSum 
structure 

33 Sk&i problem 

34 Turt 

36 Set ID 46 Pm 

36 Auto . cot 

37 Letter opener 48 Ecc 

38 Jazz style 49 Pm 

SB Mum cot 

40 of Our 51 Wm 
• Uvse” 52 We 

45 “The ThlntoT 53 THt 
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46 Poetic 84 Numerics) - - 

. contraction prefix 

48 EcoL otg. 55 Dtou^e 

49 Pmvda’s secre te 

cousin 58 Movie dog 

51 Was mistaken 88 “1 — Mek_" 

52 War machines 61 Mato eto m a nt 


58 Movie dog 
88 *1 — Mt*_" 


62 Tore or Taylor 
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Papin puts Marseille back in touch 
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PARIS (R) — Jean-Pienc Papin 
grabbed his third bat-trick of the 
season Saturday to put Marseffle 
back in touch with French league 
leaders. Bordeaux and boost bis. 
side in advance of Wednesday’s 
European Cup semifinal with 
Benfica. 

Papin, who scored three in 
Marseilles last home game 
agains t Toulon two weeks ago, 
struck in the 16th, gist and 88to 
fp im rie g as his side stylishly dis- 
missed LiBe 4-1. 

Marseilles English winger 
Chris .Waddle had given the 
Merfitenaoean dub the lead in 
the 14th minute. Lilies consola- 
tion goal was scored by Alain 
Fiard after 56 minutes. 

The victory enabled Marseille 
to dose the gap with Bordeaux to 
two points after the leaders were 


surprisingly held to a goalless 
draw at Mulhouse, who were 
bottom of the table. 

Bordeaux were unusually un- 
imaginative during die game aad 
rarefy looked as if they could get 
both points. 

Marseille, who have high hopes 
of becoming the first French side ' 
to win the European Cup. have a 
game in hand over Bordeaux.' 
The two dubs meet in Marseille 
in two weeks in what should 
prove the decisive match of die 
season. 

Gerard Gili, the Marseille 
trainer, who reded Waddle after 
the first half for the Benfica 
match, was highly pleased with 
his sides performance. “Having 

Papin in this sort of form is good 

news for Wednesday,” he said. 

Last year’s champions were the 


only dub from the top six to win 
at the weekend. Third-placed 
Monaco drew 0-0 in Nantes, 
three places lower, on Friday 
night. 

Sochanx were beaten 2-0 in 
Montpellier where on-form strik- 
er Eric Cantona scored both goals 
to take his tally for the week to 
four. He also scored twice in 
France’s 3-1 win over Hungary in 
Budapest Wednesday. 

Lyon, in fifth place, surprising- 
ly lost 1-0 at home to Cannes who 
had to play the second half with 
10 men after Juan Herrero was 
sent off. 

Paris St. Germain moved into 
contention for a place in next 
-seasons UEFA Cup competition 
with a 3-1 win over Caen helped 
by two goals from Yugoslav strik- 
er Zlatko Vujovic. 


Norris knocks outMugabf 
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TAMPA, Florida (R) — Amer- 
ican Terry Norris knocked out 
defending champion John Muga- 
bi of Uganda in the first round 
Saturday to win the World Box- 
ing Council (WBC) super welter- 
weight tide. 

The seventh-ranked Norris, 22, 
whacked Mogabi with a thunder- 
ous left hook flush on the chin, 
s en din g the Ugandan stagge ring 
until he dropped to the canvas in 
die opening minute of the sche- 
duled 12-round fight. 

Mugabi, 30, making his first 
title defence since winning die 
title by stopping Rene Jacquot in 
the first round last July, took an 
eight count before the fight con- 
tinued. 

Mugabi tried to hold off the 
fast-charging Norris, but with just 
13 seconds, remaining in the 
round Norris caught Mugabi with 
a looping right hand, sending 
Mugabi down again. 


A dazed Mugabi laid motion- 
less on the mat for several mi- 
nutes. He was counted out at two 
minutes and. 47 seconds of toe 
round. 

Ncrrris, who raised his record to 
25-3 with 14 fights stopped, 
danced around the ring as his 
handlers joined in celebration. 

It was Mugabi’s third loss 
against 37 victories. 

Mugabi was doggish at the 
start, landing few punches. 
Mugabi landed a right hand jab 
early in the round and Norris 
countered with a short left book 
that sent Mugabi reefing and then 
finally to the canvas. 

With his mouthpiece in the 
centre of the ring, Mugabi stum- 
bled to his feet at the count of 
eight. Norris landed several more 
punches before putting Mugabi 
away with an overhand right. 

“I knew right from the start 


that i was much quicker than he 
was,” Norris said. "And he 
seemed to be even slower than 
what I expected. But as soon as 
he threw that right-hand I saw an 
opening and dropped him with 
my left” 

"After that first knock down I 
knew that I had him because be 
had those glassy eyes. After the 
second knock down I knew that 
he wasn’t going to get up." 

Mugabi efid not appear at a 
post-fight press conference. 

His manager, Mickey Duff, 
sensed his fighter was in trouble 
from the start 

“I wanted John to concentrate 
on not being hit early in toe 
fight,” Duff said. "But he got 
counter punched and I knew he 
was in trouble. John was defence- 
less in that final onslaught.” 

Mugabi earned $150,000 and 
Norris $30,000. 



Rockets defeats Timberwolves 


lea 



HOUSTON (AP)— Akeem Ola- 
juwon scored 24 points and grab- 
bed 16 rebounds, becoming the 
second player in NBA history 
with 1,000 or mote rebounds and 
300 or more blocked shots in one 
season, as the Houston Rockets 
defeated die Minnesota Timbcr- 
wofves 106-98 -Saturday night. 

tagtf^SKJiac toe seas 


increased his rebounding fdCtf to 
1,001. The only other player in 
NBA history to accomplish the 
feat since toe league began re- 
cording blocked shots is former 


Los Angeles Laker star Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar, who (fid it twice 
during his career. 

Otis Thorpe added 24 points, 
hitting 12 of 13 (.923) shots from 
the field for the second best field 
goal percentage in a game in 
Houston’s franchise history. 
Bock Johnson also had 15 points 
for die Rockets, who dosed, withr 
in a half game of toe Seattle 
Supersouics for the eighth playoff 
spot in the Western Conference. 

In New York, Alex English 
scored 20 of hs 26 points in the 
second half and Denver broke a 
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North -South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

#854 

C’ 7 

v K J 9 8 3 2 

* K J 8 

WEST EAST 

‘4 AK 10 9763* QJ 2 
9 J 3 9 9 5 

0 18 4 . > A Q 7 5 

♦ Q 10 *7642 

SOUTH 

* Void 

9 AKQ 10 8642 
O 6 

* A 9 5 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * 3 * 4 •> 4 * 

1 7 Pass Pass Pass 

. Opening lead: King of # 

Bridge in the U.S.S.R. seems to 
be flourishing. At a recent tourna- 
ment in Estonia, 12S pairs and 61 
(cams entered. This hand features 
brilliant defense from a match be- 
tween two Latvian teams. 

South’s one club was artificial 
and forcing. The rest of the auction 
was natural. . 

Declarer ruffed the opening lead, 
then took five rounds of trumps. 


West *ti««»rding three spades while 
East parted with one card in each 

suit. Next came' a diamond to the 
jack, and East won the ace! Declar- 
er ruffed the spade return and, to ' 
leant more about the distribution, 
cashed his last trump. West stuffed 
a spade and East a club. 

Declarer crossed to dummy with 
the king of chibs, noting West’s ten, 
and cashed the king of diamonds. 
When both defenders followed with 
a low diamond, declarer thought be 
had a complete count of the hand. 
West had 'shown up with seven 
spades, and had followed four times 
in the red suits. Since he was 
“marked" with the queen of dia- 
monds, he “had” to have started 
with only one dub. So declarer con- 
fidently ran the jack of-chibs. Down 
two. 

Winning with the ace from an 
ace-queen combination in<his posi- 
tion is not new to us. We first saw 
the play polled off by Britain’s Tony 
Friday some 40 years ago. However, 
then it was made to tempt declarer 
into repeating a finesse which was 
going to lose. The version where it is 
used to give a false count of the 
hand is a new twist. 
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seven-game road losing streak 
with a 118-115 victory over toe 
New York Knicks. 

The Nuggets, who fell into a 
four-team battle for two Western 
Conference playoff spots with 
five consecutive losses, stayed in 
seventh place alone with the win. 

The Knicks, struggling to stay 
in the running for a homcconrr - 
advantage in the first-round ofthe - 
playoffs, lost for the-ninth time-in- 
10 games mid for the eighth time 
in 11 home games. 

Patrick Ewing had 37 points 
and 21 rebounds for the Knicks. 
Fat Lever scored 23 points and 
Walter Davis 18 for the Nuggets, 
including seven straight down the 
stretch. 

In San Antonio, Terry Cum- 
mings sewed 24 points and grab- 
bed 10 rebounds to lead San. 
Antonio past Milwaukee 107-100. 

Cummings had nine points in 
the final period and Rod Strick- 
land added seven. Their c om bine d 
effort offset Jack Sikma’s 16 
points in the fourth quarter. Sik- 
ma led Milwaukee with 23 points- 

San Antonio centre David 
Robisnon finished into 19 points 
and 11 rebounds. 


Italian wins 
new European 
Super boxing 

CAPO DORLANDO, Italy (R) 
— Italy’s Mauro Galvano won 
the new European Super Mid- 
dleweight boxing crown when he 
beat Marie Kayior of Britain in 
toe first tide fight of the newly- 
created division early Sunday. 

Galvano, 26, collapsed on the 
canvas in tears when his victory 
on points over the more experi- 
enced Briton, three years his 
senior, was announced at the end 
of the tight, gruelling 12-round 
bout in this Sicilian seaside ‘re- 
sort. 

Kayior, a former British mid- 
dleweight champion with 35 wins 
and eight defeats in a career 
spanning 10 years, attacked from 
die centre of tire ring, white the 
Tfaiian danced around him, dart- 
ing in to stab punches. 

Gahranos more mobile style 
allowed him to get toe better of 
the earlier rounds, but Saylor's 
dogged persistence saw him even 
the exchanges between rounds 
four and seven, in which he left 
his rival bleeding from the nose. 


Grabb upsets Lendl , 
faces Chang in final 


CHICAGO (R) — Jim Grabb, 
known more for his doubles than 
singles pipy, upset top-seed Ivan 
Lendl 6-3,64 Saturday to adv- 
ance to tbfc finals of the $500,000 
Chicago men’s tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Grabb will face second-seed 
and fellow-American Michael 
Chang, who battled bis way into 
the final with a 7-6 (8-6) 0-6 64 
victory over Richey Reneberg. 

Chang fought back from doa- 
ble set point to force a tiebreaker 
to win toe fust set. The French 
Open champion and world num- 
ber nin e to tall y dominated the 

second set. 

In the deciding third set, Chang 
broke Reneberg in the first game, 
got broken in the sixth and broke 
back in the pivotal ninth, putting 
Reneberg away with a devastat- 
ing passing shot down the line as 
Reneberg charged the net. Chang 
then held service to dineb the 
match. 

The fifth seeded Grabb, 25, 
used a powerful serve and volley 
game to beat the world number 
one from Czechoslovakia. 

“Jim played wefl. He served 
. well. He volleyed weD and be was 
swinging on my serve,” Lendl 
said. “I had enough chances and I 
didn’t take advantage. I should 
have broken in the first game. I 
could have broken three times in 
toe second set and didn't. You 
don't take advantage, you don’t 
win. He did.” 

“I thought I served my first 
service well,” Grabb said. “But 
more important, my second serve 
was coming in pretty heavy. He 
wasn’t able to step in and rip it 
like he did in toe past.” 

Grabb, ranked 32nd in the 
world, is better known as a dou- 
bles specialist, who with Patrick 
McEnroe won toe French Open 
last year and the ATP Masters. 
Last year Grabb. was 27-20 in 
■angles matches . 

Grabb jumped out to an early 
3-0 advantage, breaking Lendl in 
toe second game. He froze Lendl 
with two passing shots down toe 
line and then Lendl double 
fruited. 

Up 5-2, Grabb led 40-15 but 
committed two unforced errors in 
trying to convert two. set points. 
Pressing at deuce, Grabb's hard 


forehand volley went into the net 
and he mis-hit an attempted drop 
shot to lose toe game. 

Down love-40 in the last game 
of the fust set, Lendl rallied, 
returning serve like a rocket past 
Grabb who then double fruited 
and had an unforced error taking 
the game to deuce. Lendl missed 
the service return giving Grabb 
the advantage. Grabb's fifth ace 
of the match for the first set 
winner left Lendl staring into 
space. 

“There are people that are 
dealing with better physical skills 
and when they go to the bottom 
of their level, it’s higher than 
when I go the bottom of mine,” 
said Grabb. “When I tap into 
mine, I can beat anyone in the 
world.” 

* Lendl held serve at love to start 
the second set and the crowd 
sensed a combeback. He dosed 
out third game with two aces, his 
second and third of the match as 
they both held through the fifth 
game. 

Up 3-2, Grabb faced two break 
points and rushed the net to put 
away to tough volley and fol- 
lowed up with a cross court win- 
ner. IBs fifth ace of the match put 
him level at three. 

Grabb averted disaster again in 
the eighth game, staving off two 
more break points before saving 
it with his serve. 

Riding this momentum, and 
with Lendl appearing dishear- 
tened, Grabb broke Lendl to go 
up 54 as Lendl missed two vol- 
leys at deuce. 

“He was espedally serving 
well,” Lendl said. “A couple of 
break points at 4-3 and he made 
two great second serves. That’s 
what matters today. It's not how 
you play at 40-love, it’s how you 
play at 3040.” 

Lendl could not handle 
Grabb’s serve in the last game, 
missing the first two serves and 
getting aced on the next two as 
Grabb dosed him out quickly. 

“My reactions were slow, I 
didn’t move too well,” Lendl 
said. “I didn't feel comfortable. 1 
felt comfortable with my new 
racquet (26 aces in his first two 
matches, four on Saturday), 
although it may take years to fine 
tune it." 


Australia, U.S., Austria 
reach Davis Cup semis 


BRISBANE (Agencies) — Wally 
Masur scored his second straight- 
sets victory against New Zealand 
Sunday to take Australia into the 
semifinals of the Davis Cup world 
group where they will meet either 
West Germany or Argentina. 

Masur beat Brett Steven 7-5. 
6-2, 64 to give the home side a 
winning 3-1 lead against their 
great sporting rivals. 

Australia, twice Davis Cup 
champions in the 1980s, will be 
making their 16th semifinal 
appearance in the past 19 years.' 

Masur was too consistent for 
the 20-yeax-old New Zealander 
who was unable to recapture the 
form which saw him beat John 
Fitzgerald Friday after losing the 
first two sets 6-1. 6-0. 

Steven gave the vocal New 
Zealand supporters at toe Milton 
Qub brief hope when he broke 
Masur in the third game of the 
opening set. 

But Masuris experience saw 
him break back three games later 
and take control on the grass 
courts. He broke Steven to love 
in the 12th game of toe first set to 
take it 7-5 before blasting his way 
through the second set in just 30 
minutes. 

Steven dropped the set 6-2 
after serving a double fruit on set 
point and his serve was pressured 
by Masur throughout toe third. 


In contrast the right-handed 
Masur, ranked 29 in the world 
compared with Steven’s 429, 
breezed through his service 
games. He lost only one point in 
his first three games and wrapped 
up toe match with plenty to 
spare. 

In Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
Aaron Krickstein used consistent 
baseline play to defeat rising 
Czechoslovak star Petr Korda in 
four sets Sunday and clinch a 
Davis Cop semifinal spot for the 
United States. 

Krickstein’s 6-2, 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 
victory gave the U.S. squad a 3-1 
lead over toe Czechoslovaks in 
the best-of-five weekend series. 
The United States will take on 
Austria in a semifinal battle in 
September. 

The United States lost in the 
semifinals to West Germany last 
year. Austria, which eliminated 
Italy this weekend, will be mak- 
ing its first appearance in the 
semifinals. 

Brad Gilbert was to play Karel 
Novacek later Sunday in the final 
match of the series. Novacek was 
a late replacement for Milan Srej- 
ber, who injured his back in 
Saturday’s doubles match. 

Rick Leach and Jim Pugh won 
that doubles match 64, 64, 64 
over Korda and Srejber to give 


the U.S. squad a 2-1 advantage. 
Krickstein had defeated Srejber 
in a five-set struggle Friday and 
Korda crushed Gilbert 6-2, 6-3,* 
6-3. 

Krickstein's steady baseline 
game proved too much for Kor- 
da, who became an overnight 
hero Friday with bis demolition 
of Gilbert. 

Korda showed touches of bril- 
liance with gentle drop shots and 
sharp volleys, but Krickstein was 
able to keep the ball in play until 
the Czechoslovak made mistakes. 

Korda, ranked 26th worldwide, 
was playing singles in the series 
only because Davis Cup veteran 
Milos lav Medr dropped off the 
team because of back pain. 

In Vienna, Austria will play the 
United States in the Davis Cup 
semifinals after wrapping up a 5-0 
victory over Italy in the quarter- 
final round Sunday. 

It will be Australia’s first-ever 
semifinal appearance in Davis 
Cup play. 

Id Sunday’s single matches, 
Horst Skoff beat Claudio Pis- 
toles 64; 61 and Thomas Mus- 
ter subdued Diego Nargiso 63, 
62. Under prior agreement, the 
two matches were played as two- 
out-three competitions because 
Austria already held an insur- 
mountable 3-0 lead in the best-of- 
five series. 


Webb returns to inspire United 


LONDON (R) — England mid- 
fielder Ned Webb returned to the 
fray for Manchester United 
Saturday after missing seven 
months with a ruptured adriUes 
tendon — and it was as if be had 
never been away. 

. Webb put on a cultured, com- 
posed performance which in- 
spired United to a 3-0 home 
victory over Coventry, setting up 
the second of Mark Hughes's two 
goals with a superb cross and 
generally imposing his class on 
the match. 

Now the 26year-old player is 
keen to help United reach the 
F.A. Cup final in their semifinal 
against Second Division Oldham 


next Sunday. 

“It’s been a long, bard struggle 
and it was great to pull on a 
United jersey again,” Webb said. 
“I enjoyed every minute of it and 
I'm ready for selection for the cup 
match.” 

It was his first full game with 
toe side since be sustained toe 
injury playing for England 
against Sweden last September, 
tho ugh be came on as a substitute 
last week. 

“I was a bit jaded last Saturday 
after coming on as a substitute at 
Southampton, and again for the 
reserves last Tuesday,” he said. 

“But today there were no prob- 
lems with my leg. I didn’t feel as 


tired as I did in those last two 
games. The fans really lifted me. 
The atmosphere was electric. 
Now everyone at Old Traffoid is 
in high spirits for the cup semi 
after two league wins on the 
trot.'* 

Those two victories have lifted 
United dear of toe relegation 
zone with which they have been 
flirting for several weeks with 
Webb and England captain Bryan 
Robson both missing through in- 
juiy. 

They are five points dear of the 
bottom four, with three to go 
down to the Second Divirion. 


Duke wins basketball semis 


DENVER ( AP) — PhD Hender- 
son scored 28 points and Duke 
beat Arkansas 97-83 Saturday in 
the semifinals of College Basket- 
ball’s championship series. 

Arkansas normally has an all- 
out running game, thus the 
Razorback’s rallying cry: “forty 
"Wttntea of hell.” 

This time, though, those 40 
minutes took a costlier toll on 
Arkansas. Both Razorbock cen- 
tres played the entire second half 
in foul trouble. Starter Mario. 
Credit fouled out with 6:22 to 
play and substitute Oliver Miller 
went out shortly thereafter, giv- 
ing Duke a huge size advantage. 

When Credit picked up his fifth 
foul against Christian Laettner, 
tiie score was tied at 77. Laettner, 
who had four fouls himself, bit 
the foul shot, and Duke fed 78- 
77. The Bine Devils (29*8) out- 
scored Arkansas 14-6 from that 
point for an 89-81 lead. 

Now, they move into Monday 
night's National Collegiate Athle- 
tic Association title game against 
the University of Nevada-Las 
Vegas with a chance to end a long 
string of failnres. Duke has been 
to the final four eight times, 
including the last three seasons 
and four of toe past five. Never, 
though, have the Bhie Devils won 


a national tide. 

"But 1 think we’re doing things , 
the right way,” Duke coach Mike 
Kizyzewski had said. This time, 
they did. 

With Credit and Miller on the 
Arkansas bench, the Blue Devils 
went to their own strong front 
line of Laettner and Alaa Abdd- 
naby. Laettner had 19 points and 
Abdebiaby 20. 

Todd Day had 27 points for 
Arkansas (30-5), but was score- 
less in the last 8:44, and Lenzie 
Howell had 18. The only other 
player in double figures was Lee 
Maybeny with 12. Miller finished 
with three and Credit had just 
five. 

Twice, Arkansas trained by 11 
points and came back, the final 
time with 16:40 left in the game 
after Duke scored the first eight 
points of toe second half. Arkan- 
sas ran off nine straight points to 
pull within two, and finally tied 
the score at 60 on day’s 3-pointer 
with 12:46 to play. 

Howell’s 3-pointer for Arkan- 
sas with 6:58 to play tied the score 
at 77, but the Blue Devils then 
outscored the Razorbacks 20-6 to 
end the game. Abdelnaby scored 


six of Duke’s points in a row as 
the Blue Devils took an 84-81 
lead, then Henderson hit seven in 
a row for Duke, giving the Blue 
Devils a 98-83 lead. 

Duke fed by 11 pomts with just 
4:40 gone after scroring 16 of the 
game’s first 21 points — including 
six by Abdelnaby — but Arkan- 
sas battled back to trail by only 
4643 at halftime. 

Arkansas’s first-half recovery 
wasn’t pretty, but it was effective. 
And the Razorbacks did it with 
KffiHer and Credit saddled with 
three fouls. 

Arkansas’ feared full -court 
press did not force a Duke turnov- 
er until there were nearly eight 
minutes gone in the game. But by 
tiie end of the first half, it had 
forced eight turnovers and was 
beginning to tire the Duke play- 
ers, particularly point guard Bob- 
by Hurley, who was ill daring the 
game. 

Still trailing 2615, Arkansas 
outscored Duke 104 to pull with- 
in 29-25 with 6r07 left on a basket 
by Credit. The Razorbacks 
actually pulled even at 43 on a 
25-foot 3-pointer by reserve 
guard Ernie Murray with 55 
seconds to play. 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT A SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh.l 
Abdoun and manly other loca-| 
tons. 

For moro Information! 
p low s call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wasl Rssl Estate - 
Tel: 810609, >10005 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, central 
heating, special telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani behind Birds Garden. 

Call tel: 679449 - 667856 


REQUIRED 

English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification. 

. Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES BN THE 
ARABIAN PENINSULA 

Our client is a well established and diversified 
industrialist, recognised as a leader in related 
consumer products. They have embarked on major 
expansion programmes and seeking to fill senior 
positions with first class professionals: 

MANAGER, GROUP CREDIT CONTROL: 

B.A. Finance/Advanced Accounting Degree with 
minimum of 3 years experience in similar capacity. 
Has sophisticated Rnancial, Accounting and Control 
Systems. Knowledge in Banking & Commerce, com- 
munication and convincing skills. 

ACCOUNTING & ADMINISTRATION MANA- 
GER: 

Advanced degree in Accounting coupled with 5-7 
years experience in Industrial Environment, Cost 
Accounting, Rnancial Planning & Reporting, Budget- 
ing, Forecasting. Familiar with computerised sys- 
tems. 

MANAGER, QUALITY ASSURANCE: 

Electro/Mechanical Degree with minimum 3 years 
experience in similar capacity. Able to develop, 
implement programmes & standards which will 
ensure product quality and services. Manage safety 
environment and safeguard people, plant and 
equipment. 

ALL POSITIONS REQUIRE FLUENCY IN 
ARABIC & ENGLISH 

Executives posture, excellent compensation pack- 
age, including housing, medical coverage, incen- 
tives, airline tickets and career growth opportunity. 

Qualified persons, please write with details of experi- 
ence with a recent photo to: 

P.O. Box 3068 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
(Tel: 641861) 

All resumes to be kept confidential. Last date to 
accept application is April 21, 1990. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 




Tel: 675571 
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Violence anti looting in 
London greets new tax 


LONDON (R) — A rally against a new and 
unpopular ‘‘poll tax” Bias turned into a violent riot 
in the heart of London. 


More than 130 people were 
injured and 340 arrested after a 
mass rally against the tax turned 
into a riot during which buildings 
were set on fire, shops ransacked 
and cars burnt in the capital's 
West End theatre and restaurant 
district. 

It was the worst violence in 
central London in decades. A 
building in Trafalgar Square was 
set alight and thick smoke rose 
over the area littered with broken 
glass and debris. 

Theatres cancelled shows and 
restaurants closed as the disturb- 
ances spread. People heading for 
the theatre and tourists caught by 
the violence ran for cover. 

The poll tax, which came into 
effect in England and Wales Sun- 
day and replaces local property 
taxes with a levy on all adults of 
voting age. has created a political 
uproar and has sent Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher's popular- 
ity plummeting. 

It is one of the main reasons for 
the government's low rating in 
opinion polls which threaten 
Thatcher with the loss of the next 
general election in 1992. Con- 
servatives trail 23 points behind 
opposition Labour in the latest 
poll. 

More than 40,000 people 
gathered in Trafalgar Square to 
demonstrate against the tax. 


chanting “Maggie, Maggie, Mag- 
gie, out, out, out" and “can't 
pay, won't pay.” 

Saturday night's riot was 
sparked when some demonstra- 
tors tried to reacb 10 Downing 
Street. Thatcher’s official resi- 
dence, according to Deputy 
Assistant Police Commissioner 
David Meynell. He said some 
protesters carried black anarchist 
flags. 

Meynell said around 3,000 
“fairly hard-core violence peo- 
ple" started an attack on police 
with masonry, wooden staves and 
beer bottles. 

Riot police with shields and 
batons and police on horseback 
charged the agitators, who fled 
back into the crowds in Trafalgar 
Square. The police have launched 
an inquiry into the riot that fol- 
lowed. 

Labour leader Neil Kinnocfc, 
whose party strongly opposes the 
poll tax, was swift to dissociate 
bis party from the violence Sun- 
day, saying it “was criminal and 
the people who caused it must be 
.treated as criminals." 

Just before Saturday's dashes 
Thatcher attacked “Marxist agita- 
tors and militants" for organising 
“mob violence” during poll tax 
protests which have flared across 
the country. At some protests 
demonstrators have burnt effigies 


of Thatcher. 

Arson, robbery, grievous 
bodily harm and other serious 
assaults, widespread criminal 
damage, looting and theft were 
all reported during the disorder in 
London, said detective chief su- 
perintendent Roy Ramm. 

Steven Nally, one of the de- 
monstration's organisers, said the 
march was hijacked by a small 
group of unruly protestors who 
provoked the police. But he ac- 
cused the police of over-reacting. 
“They used a water cannon to pat 
out a match,” he said. 

Home Secretary David Wad- 
dington called the night of vio- 
lence, one of London's worst, 
unacceptable. 

The government's overall un- 
popularity is also due to economi- 
cally damaging inflation, painful- 
ly high interest rates and widely 
criticised changes to the national 
health service 

On Saturday, Thatcher, her 
15-year stewardship of the Con- 
servatives in quesion as never 
before, said there was “no vacan- 
cy" for leader. Speaking to party 
officials in an English spa town, 
she said: “I haven’t come to 
Cheltenham to retire.” 

Former Conservative Party 
chairman Norman Tebbit 
sparked a heated debate over 
Thatcher’s grip on power when 
he said last week he would be a 
candidate to succeed her if she 
stepped down before the next 
general election. „ 


ILS. troops injured in Honduran attack 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — U.S. 
troops in Honduras were put on 
high alert after at least six Amer- 
ican soldiers were wounded, two 
seriously, in a suspected leftist 
guerrilla ambush near the capital, 
U.S. officials said. 

Six or seven soldiers were 
wounded when at least three 
men, believed to be leftist guerril- 
las. used high-powered weapons 
in an ambush of a bus carrying 28 
passengers 20 kilometres north of 
Tegucigalpa Saturday, U.S. 
embassy spokesman Terry 
Kneebone said. 

The bus was carrying the U.S. 
soldiers from a pleasure trip at 
the beach on the Atlantic coast. 


U.S. officials said. 

“It was a surprise attack. The 
U.S. forces did not return fire. 
They kept going to get out of the 
area as quickly as posable," U.S. 
Southern Command spokesman 
Captain Art Haubold said in 
Panama City. 

The two most seriously wound- 
ed soldiers were taken to a civi- 
lian hospital in Tegucigalpa for 
surgery. 

One of the soldiers had been 
shot in the head and the other 
wounded in the abdomen, a doc- 
tor at the hospital said. The other 
injured soldiers were treated and 
released, he said. 


A Tegucigalpa radio station. 
Radio America, said an unidenti- 
fied caller said the leftist group 
Morazamsta Patriotic Liberation 
Front claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

The httie-known rebel group 
has been blamed for a number of 
attacks during the past year, in-' 
eluding a grenade explosion in 
July that wounded several U.S. 
soldiers. 

About 1,200 U.S. troops are 
stationed at the U.S. bate at 
Palmerola, north of the capital. 
About 900 additional U.S. troops 
are in Honduras for joint air, sea 
and land nrifitat y exercises that 
began last week. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tamil rebel chief emerges from hiding 

COLOMBO (R) — VelupiUai Prabhakaran, once Sri Lanka's 
most wanted Tamil guerrilla leader, said Sunday that his men 
would fight the Colombo government again if their demands were 
not met. “We want our people to Hve independently and 
honourably. We want justice," Prabhakaran said after em er gin g 
from two-and-a-half years in hiding to talk to local rep o r t er s. The 
36-year-o ki le ader of the powerful liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) said they had been talking to President Ranasmg- 
he Premadasa’s government for the past year. “A settlement of 
our problems is likely soon due to Premadasa’s courageous and 
new approach to the Tamil problem," Prabhakaran, who was 
dressed in military fatigues, said. 

Kohl would love to head all-Germany 

BONN (R) — West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl said 
Sunday be would love to be the chancellor of a united Germany. 
“Without presuming election outcomes, this is now a possibility at 
least. It really would crown it all," he said in a radio interview. 
Kohl, who will be 60 Tuesday, said the process of unification had 
not slowed since East Germany's first free elections two weeks 
ago. He said be thought a new East German government would 
be formed soon after the new conservative-dominated parliament 
meets on April 5. “Then well work at top speed to unveil a 
package to East and West Germans early in May which contains 
the foundations of monetary and social union and an economic 
community,” he added. ^ 

Cambodians found in boat off Australia 

PERTH, Australia (AP) — Australian customs and immigration 
officials said Sunday they had intercepted a 20 metres boat in the 
Indian Ocean off the northwe st coast of Australia with 118 
persons aboard claiming to have left Cambodia three weeks ago. 
Australian Customs Sendee Public Affairs Director Brian Flana- 
gan confirmed there were 70 men, 30 women and 18 children, 
ranging in age from five months to 78 years, aboard the boat. He 
said it was spotted by a coastwatch customs service plane late 
Saturday and was intercepted by customs officials at the entrance 
to King Sound, about 2,000 kilometres north of Perth in Western 
Australia stale. 

AIDS Is not a magic cure 1 

PARIS (R) — The Frenchman who discovered the killer AIDS 
vims says a vaccine could be ready in a few years but be doubts if 
it will be the magic answer the world is waiting for. Luc 
Montagnier believes AIDS can best be contained by a combina- 
tion c! prevention and treatment of patienLs already infected with 
the virus. “Vaccine is a magic word. We musn’t delude 
ourselves... it’s very im portant to have a policy for prevent in g 
infection but also to prevent the illness in those already infected," 
be said. In an interview last week in his office at die Pasteur 
Institute. Montagnier, a cheerful, soft-spoken man, said scientists 
were dose to producing a vaccine against acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). “The scientific community almost 
has the formula,’' he said. “But we still have to test it on 
chimpanzees so we won't have a human vaodne for four or five 
years." 



KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal’s King Birendra Sunday dismissed 
nine government ministers who politicians said bad opposed a 
crackdown on dissent in the Himalayan kingdom. A royal palace 
communique said Prime Minister Marich Man Singh Shrestha had 
recommended the changes in the governing council of mimstere. 
Shrestha ’s government has vowed to thwart a c a m pai gn of 
demonstrations and strikes launched on Feb. 18 by banned 
political parties against Nepal’s partyless system of elected 
councils or pancfaayats. Those dismissed included Foreign Minis- 
ter Shailendra Kumar Upadhyaya, who offered his resignation 
last week. 


U.K. lifts 
exclusion 
zone around 
Falklands 

LONDON (R) — Britain has 
fitted its unitary c aduri on zone 
around the Falkland Islands in 
the latest sign of hnproving rela- 
tions with Argentina after the 
1982 war over the remote South 
Atlantic territory. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said the zone, ban- 
ning all A rg e ntin e ships and air- 
craft from wi thin 150 miles of the 
islands, was replaced by arrange- 
ments agreed by London and 
Buenos Aires in Madrid in Febru- 
ary, when full diplomatic rela- 
tions were restored. 

Argentina, which claims 
sovereignty over the islands it 
calls the Malvinas, had pressed 
for the removal of the exclusion 
zone which it saw as a vestige of 
the Falklands War. 

Argentina and Britain broke 
formal ties after Argentine troops 
overran the Falklands in April 
1982. A British task force reco- 
vered the islands 10 weeks late 
after nearly 1,000 servicemen 
from both sides had been killed in 
action. 

The two countries agreed in 
Madrid to restore diplomatic re- 
lations, resume air services and 
improve trade finks. They have 
since reopened their embassies 
and appointed a m bassadors, who 
have yet to take up their posts. 

The British spokesman said the 
exclusion zone would be replaced 
by a new arrangement called the 
interim reciprocal information 
and consolation system. 

Under the agree m e n t, a hotline 
would be established between 
British forces and the Argentine 
mifitaiy. 

Ships wanting to come closer 
than 50 miles, and aircraft doser 
than 70 miles, to the hdanri* 
should give 48 hows notice. 
Combat units would need a spe- 
cial agreement 

The two countries would also 
give each other 25 days notice of 
military manoeuvres in ce r t ain 
areas. 

Britain has a full garrison on 
the Falklands and has assured the 

2,000 islanders that it has no 
intention of cutting its military 
strength as a concession to 
Argentina. 

The Foreign Office said Britain 
had been heartened by an im- 
provement in trade since Janu- 
ary. Britain exported £2 millin n 
($ 3.2 m illion) worth of goods to 
Argentina in January compared 
with £300,000 ($480,000) in Janu- 
ary 1989.' 


Contras 
begin 
disarming 
in Honduras 

TEGUCIGALPA (Agencies) — 
Some Nicaraguan contra rebels 
based in Honduras have 
begun sarrenricring their arms to 
tiie Honduran mffitary, a pres- 
idential aide said Saturday. 

The announcement did not 
affect the thousands of rebels 
who have left the camps in Hon- 
duras and crossed into Nicaragua. 
Terms for their rihamntfing is mi 
tiie agenda at a Central American 
suniit starting Monday. 

“At tins moment the armed 
forces are receiving the arms,” 
Gilberto Goldstein, personal 
secretary to President Rafael Cal- 
iejas, fold Renters. 

“They have begun to hand over 
their arms in Honduran terri- 
tory,” be tidd local radio station 
HRN. He did not say when the 
process began. 

Goldstein said there were 
roughly 5,000 contras in camps in 
Honduras. Many of the estimated 

12.000 rebels once based at the 
camps here are believed to have 
retained to Nicaragua armed af- 
ter op po siti on preridential candi- 
date Violeta Chamorro won 
February elections. 

Goldstein said he did not know 
how many rebels had tinned in 
their weapons but said there were 
some reports that about 80 of 
them had surrendered their arms 
at Yamales, near the Nicaraguan 
border. 

The U.S. -backed rebels in 
Honduras agreed on March 23 to 
lay down their arms by April 20, 
five days before Chamorros sche- 
duled inauguration. 

The five Central American 
presidents are pr eparin g' to begin 
a two-day summit in Nicaragua 
Monday which is to indude talks 
on contra disbanding. 

“The demobilisation is a fact. 
There is now no doubt that the 
resistance will give up its arms,” 
Goldstein said in a telephone 
interview. 

The Honduran government has 
called on the United Nations to 
send troops to aid with the dis- 
mantling of the contras but cur- 
rently Honduran Armed Forces 
are receiving the weapons. 

Also Saturday, the contra hi gh 
co mmand sent a letter to CaOejas 
reiteratin g its intention to dis- 
band under the plan agreed on 
March 23. 

’“The resistance is taking all 
possible steps to make tins com- 
mitments a reality," said the tet- 
ter, signed by contra military 
chief Israel Galeano. It added 
that the rebels were eager to 
work with Chamorro’s transition 
team m Nicaragua. 

In Managua, the Sandmista 
newspaper Barricada said Satur- 
day that some 1,000 contra rebels 
who have infiltrated from neigh- 
bouring Honduras are preparing 
for an offensive in northern 
Nicaragua. 

Meanwhile the National 
Assembly passed a law protec ting 
the property titles to land own- 
ed by 120,000 peasant farmers. 

Barricada reported that at least 

1.000 contras have moved to 
Jinotega province, 190 kilometres 
north of Managua and along the 
Honduran border. 


China cordons off Tian anm en Square 


PEEING (R) — fTima Sunday 
cordoned off most of Tiananmen 
Square, the centre of a pro-demo- 
cracy campaign crashed by the 
army last June, in the latest sign 
of tightened security ahead of key 
anniversaries of unrest. 

ParamilitBzy police ringed most 
of the hugs square in central 
Peking, standing 30 paces apart 
and warning away stroQes and 
passetsby. 

Security men with walkie-tal- 
kies kept a watchful eye around 
tin square white helmeted police 
with submachine guns were post- 
ed along skJestreets nearby. Para- 
military police with assault rifles 
stood on guard south of the 
square late Saturday night but 
they were gone by Sunday 
moromg. 

Several foreigners have re- 
ceived faxes announcing plans 
pur portedly by Peking residents 
to stroll through the square on 
April 1 and April 5 in silent 
protest against the crushing of 


last year’s demonstrations. The 
faxes are believed to have come 
from overseas dissident groups. 

Soldiers backed by tanks 
smashed their way into the city 
last June 4, trilling hundreds, 
possibly thousands of people, and 
crushing the democracy cam- 
paign. 

Those protests were triggered 
by the death of reform Commun- 
ist leader HuJ Yaobang on April 
15, 1989. 

April 5 is the “Qingming” fes- 
tival, the day Chinese traditional- 
ly sweep the graves of their ances- 
tors. 

The Peking daily said Sunday 
that groups organised to tidy up 
grave sites seeded official permis- 
sion and it was strictly forbidden 
to bnm incense or “conduct other 
superstitious practices” at 
cemeteries on April 5. 

Students and workers said they 
were warned to stay away from 
the square Sunday or be responsi- 
ble for whatever happened. 


Other students said classmates 
had been required to patrol the 
campus to guard against any dis- 
turbances. 

Armed police Sunday patrolled 
the university district in snail 
convoys of motorcycles with a de- 
cars while pbindodacs security 
men patrolled on foot. 

Primary school students wear- 
ing yellow caps and bright red 
scarves marched through Tianan- 
men Square as onlookers gawked 
from behind lines of police. 
Other schoolchildren stood in 
ranks in the centre of the square 
beside the monument to the peo- 
ple’s heroes, carrying flags and 
banging drums. 

Teachers accompanying them 
said these were rehearsals for the 
Asian Games to be held in Peking 
in September. One teacher said 
the rehearsals had been hastily 
arranged in the lad: three days. 

Police cars were parked around 
the edges of Tiananmen Square 




Mugabe declared winner in elections 


HARARE (R) — Robert 
Mugabe, Zimbabwe’s leader 
since independence in 1980, was 
officially declared the winner 
Sunday of last week's presidential 
elections. 

He swept home in a two-man 
presidential race, taking well over 
four votes to every one for his 
rival Edgar Tekere, leader of the 
breakaway Zimbabwe Unity 
Movement (ZUM), registrar- 
general Tobaiwa Mudede told a. 
news conference. Mugabe’s rul- 
ing ZANU-FF party also won 
parallel general elections. 

Tekere ’s party, founded less 
than a year ago, failed to make 
tiie big breakthrough it hoped 
for, though it did better than 
many forecast by taking some 20 
per cent of the national vote. 

ZUM complained of biased 
coverage in the official media and 
of intimidation by the ruling party 
against its candidates and suppor- 
ters. One of its leading candidates 
was shot and seriously wounded 
just before the poll. 

Despite losing the election, Te- 
kere is expected to argue that be 


had succeeded in his main aim of 
denying Mugabe a popular man- 
date for the creation of a one- 
party state, a political ideal which 
was seriously questioned by many 
Zimbabweans watching events in 
Eastern Europe. 

Mugabe, who frequently prom- 
ised to legislate for one-party role 
only with overwhehning popular 
support, had called on votes to 
make sure opposition parties met 
their “final death.” 

The poll results showed that 
Mugabe won 2.026,976 votes to 
Tekere’s 413,840. ZANU-PF 
won 116 of 120 seats in voting for 
a new parliament against three 
for opposition parties. Voting 
was postponed in one consti- 
tuency. 

A total of 2487204 votes, or 
about 54 per cent of tiie reg- 
istered electorate, were cast in 
the presidential poll and officials 
said figures in the general elec- 
tion were similar. There were 
146488 spoilt presidential ballot 
papers. 

The turnout was well below the 


2.9 million recorded in Zim- 
babwe’s 1965 elections. Officially 
the voters’ rofl has 4.8 million 
electors, though privately offi- 
cials say many of these may be 
dead or counted twice. 

Tekere’s party retained his old 
seat of Mutare Central, in the 
eastern part of the country, by a 
narrow margin and won a second 
seat in the southeastern towns. 

A small opposition party, 
ZANU-NDONGA of exiled pofiti- 
dan Ndabanmgi Sithole, hung on 
to its kmc seat in the eastern 
constituency of Gnpinge. 

Mugabe’s party, winch merged 
with the PF-ZAPU party of 
opposition leader Joshua Nkomo 
last year, did best in rural areas 
where ZUM candidates failed to 
make an impact. 

But ZUM fared better in towns 
and cities, winning 30 per cent of 
the vote against some of 
Mugabe's top ministers in what 
was seen as a protest vote against 
rising unemployment and evi- 
dence of c or r u ption among his 
senior colleagues. 


Aquino fails to budge congress 
on land reform appointment 


MANILA, Philippines (Agen- 
cies) — President Corazon 
Aquino conferred Sunday with 
congressinai leaders but failed to 
overcome opposition to her con- 
troversial agrarian reform 
secretary. 

The meeting, which included 
leaders of the pro-Aquino Strug- 
gle of the Democratic Filipino 
Party (LDP), was called to over- 
come opposition to confirming 
former Rep. Flonendo A bad as 
secretary of agrarian reform. 

Although the party is pro- 
Aquino, members on the con- 
gressional commission on 
appointments have blocked 
Abad's appointment because 
they claim he is biased against 
landlords and industrial develop- 
ment 

“The president reaffirmed her 
confidence in Abad and we of the 
LDP reaffirmed our own posi- 
tions," House Speaker Ramon 
Nfitra told reporters after the 
meeting. “We have supported the 


president 100 percent and we will 
continue to support her. Our 
opposition to the confirmation of 
Abad is because we want her to 
succeed.” 

Abad was appointed Dec. 31 in 
a cabinet sbakeup that followed a 
bloody coop attempt earlier that 
month. Opposition surfaced after 
he tried unsuccessfully to block 
the government's lease of land in 
Cavite province to Japan’s 
Marubeni Carp, for an industrial 
site. 

Abad, a member of pro-admi- 
nistration Liberal Party, said the 
land should have been redistri- 
buted to peasants under agrarian 
reform. Critics claimed Abad was 
opposed to industrial develop- 
ment. 

The issue has been seen as a 
test of Mrs. Aquino’s political 
influence since opposition to 
Abad has been strongest in a 
party which was organised by her 
closest stalwarts, including her 
influential younger brother. Rep. 


Jose Cojnangco. 

Rebels to intensffy attacks 

Meanwhile Communist rebels 
said Sunday they would intensify 
their attacks on American targets 
in the Philippines and warned 
Japan for the first time to stop 
aiding Manila in its anti-insurgen- 
cy war. 

“We will definitely intensify our 
attacks on U.S. imperialism as it 
escalates its interventions in our 
country. Our central targets will 
be the colonial U.S. troops and 
all U.S. personnel involved in 
connter-insuigency," New Peo- 
ple's Army (NPA) chief Romulo 
Kintanar said. 

“These people have no right to 
remain even for a second in our 
country,” he declared. 

The United States operates two 
major mifitaiy bases and has ab- 
out 12,000 servicemen stationed 
id the country. 

NPA death squads have killed 
eight American nationals 


NATO increasingly believes nuclear arms can be reduced 


BRUSSELS, B elgium (AF) — 
NATO nations increasingly be- 
lieve they can sharply reduce 
their arsenal of tactical nuclear 
weapons in response to the 
dramatic imp rov emen t in East- 
West relations, diplomats and 
analysts say. 

Officials of the 16-nation North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) have made no derisions 
to slash battlefield nuclear arms 
in Europe but are considered 
likely to do so in the future. 

“That’s the inevitable conclu- 
sion,” said a NATO diplomat, 
who demanded anonymity. 

Another diplomat, also insult- 
ing on anonymity, said, “it’s quite 
obvious the situation has changed 
so much. I would support going 
down where we can and we could 
certainly do it in the nuclear 
field." 

Jane Sharp, senior researcher 
at tiie Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute in 
Sweden, said the political senti- 
ment for short-range nuclear sys- 
tems appeared to be waning. 

“You don’t want something 
targeted at Lech Walesa and Vac- 
lav Havel,” she said, a reference 
to the Polish onion leader and the 
new president of Czechoslovakia. 

The issue is certain to be raised 
by NATO defence ministers 
when they meet in early May in 
western Canada to discuss the 
affiance's nuclear strategy. 

Last fall in Portugal, they 
asked aides to take a dose look at 
the future role of nuclear aims in 
the West’s stockpile. They re- 
quested a study, with recom- 
mendations, on what should hap-^ 
pen to the weapons in an era ofi 
reduced tensions. 

At that time, some had pre- 


dicted a draft document would be 
drawn up tins year with concrete 
proposals in 1991. But a NATO 
official said the aides were likely 
to speed up the work because 
“events are moving faster than 
before.” 

Even before the project is 
done, officials privately predict 
tire alliances win trim its tactical 
arsenal of nuriear artillery and 
short-range missiles in Europe. 

One NATO official said that “a 
conse n sus is emerging that there 
is not much point any more in 
retaining” nuclear artillery shells. 

Moreover, officials see dwind- 
ling support for a U.S. plan to 
develop a new, more powerful 
generation of short-range nuclear 
missiles. The new weapon would 
replace the aging Lance surface- 
to-surface missile. 

“If (the project) ain’t dead, it’s 
looking remarkably like it,” said 
John Cross, deputy director o£ 
the London-basal International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. 

“The likelihood of the (new 
missile) being deployed in 
Enrope most be so low to almost 
require a microscope to see it,” 
he said. 

Buta U.S. officials, demanding 
anonymity, argued, “as long as 
there is instability in the Soviet 
Union, we would like to preserve 
that option. It s tr e ngth ens our 
hand in negotiations to have that 
option." 

The U.S. Defence Department 
has asked Congress for $112 mil- 
1km to continue developing the 
Lance missile in fiscal year 1991, 
which begins on Oct. 1. . 

The. Lance was introduced in 
1972, and military analysis say it 
will become obsolete in 1995. Its 
maximum range is about 120' 


kilometres. 

Its replacement would be de- 
signed to hit a target more Hwa 
400 kilometres away, just under 
the limits of the 1987 intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear forces treaty. 

According to Western esti- 
mates, the Soviet Union has 
1,450 short-range nuclear missile 
launchers in Europe. NATO has 
88 Lance launc her s, most based 
in West Germany. Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has 
promised to pull out 500 short- 
range nuclear weapons from 
Europe. 

At a summit last May, U.S. 
President George Bush and other 
NATO leaders' agreed to delay 
until 1992 a decision on deploying 
the next generation Lance mis- 
site. 

The decision was part of a 
summit c om pro mi se that finked 
reductions in conve n tional, or 
non-nuclear, weapons to the start 
of negotiations on trimming 
short-range nuclear forces. 

Germany had demanded im- 
mediate negotiations with the 
Warsaw Pact on slashing the 
weapons. But U.S. and British 
officials insisted efforts first 
should be focused cm the Vienna 
negotiations to reduce conven- 
tional arms. 

Negotiators for NATO and the 
seven Warsaw Pact nations want 
to wrap op a treaty by year’s end 
on cutting artillery, main battle 
tanks, armoured troops carriers, 
combat aircraft and helicopters, 
and troops in Europe. 

The affiance contends it needs 
nuclear weapons to offset the 
Soviet Union’s enormous super- 
iority in convention a l arms. 

One official said there would 


be no agreement among the allies 
to cot their nuclear force “as long 
as the Vienna negotiations ... 
have still not produced any re- 
sults.’’ 

Eventual negotiations with the 
Kremlin on cutting nuclear 
weapons would likely be timited 
to short-range missiles. NATO 
could pare its artillery stockpile 
on its own. 

Despite talk of reductions, offi- 
cials insist the West would have 
to maintain some nuclear 
weapons as part of its defence 
strategy. “No one believes it is in 
our interest to do away with 
nuclear weapons (entirely),” said 
a diplomat. 
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Fathers should stop 
being so greedy 

SHARJAH (R) — A Gulf Arab 
ruler has told fathers not to Be so 
greedy in demanding big dowries 
for their daughter*. Dowry de- ' 
mauds of sometimes more dm 
Jl 00,000 and expensive wedtfing 
parties, are prompting some ten 
to siRirn local girls and many fes j 
expensive wives from Egypt or } 
India. “Tee problem is that there g • 
are some greedy fathers,” ted > 
Sheikh Sultan Ibn Mohammad A) ? 

Qassuni, ruler of Sharjah 
United Arab Emirates. Iteaac 
Law requires a dowry to be paid 
to the father of a bride. “I have 
contacted several fathers trad 
offered to personally attend 
(their daughter's) wedding pro- 
vided it was not too expensive," 
Sheikh Sultan said. “But they afl 
refused," he said. "They aU said: 

‘Why start with *■»'?" The sfaefl* 
suggested mass weddings might 
be a way to cut costs. “I personal- ; 
|y would attend and tderamo . i 
would screen them live," be ted. j 

He also urged old men to stop j 
marrying young foreign women, s 

saying this bad created some so* j 

dal problems. j 


Man jumps, runs, 
rides and swims 
across Switzerland 


GENEVA (R) A Swiss moan- j 
tain guide diinbed, jumped, ran, 
rode mid swam his way across 
Switzerland from the Matterhorn 
to Geneva at die weekend in a 
bid to raise money for the hand- 
icapped. Using 13 different non- 
motorised forms of transport 
from horseback riding to hang- 
gfcdmg, Jean TroiUet completed 
the arduous journey in just 31 j 
hours. On a map, Geneva n w 
about 125 kilometres fforai the 
Matterhorn but nearly twice find 
by following tire road and Lake 
Geneva. Troillet started on tire 
icy shoulders of the M a tterhorn in 
southern Switzerland Friday 
morning and ended by swimming 
the Iasi two kfiometres qnderwt- 
ter to Geneva in a wetsuit. On the 
journey be moon tain-efimbed, 
jogged, bicycled, alpine skied, 
surf died, crow-eoentry skied, 
rafted, rowed, sailed and wind- 
surfed 

"Women’s combat 
ability unknown’ * 

WASHINGTON <R) — The 
U.S. Natty’s top-ranking female 
officer said Tuesday that no one 
knows bow well women could 
perform in combat and she 
doubted that the United States 
was ready to test them. Rear 
Admiral Roberta Hazard told the 
Senate Defence Appropriations 
Subcommittee that women had the 
skilb to fly combat planes, oper- 
ate ships and perform other com- 
bat jobs. "They absolutely per- 
form wonderfully well, including 
aboard ship " she said. “Bat tins 
isn’t the issue." She said tiie 
question of whether women could 
handle warfare or an enviorn- 
ment of sustained combat has not 
been answered. “It's the sus- 
tained combat environment 
which you’re not going to repli- 
cate under any set of circumst- 
ances other than combat itself,” £ 
she said. But Hazard said, "Right 
now I don't think that the public 
or the navy, and a great many 
women also... are ready to de*. 
monstrate that.” The issue of 
puffing women in combat was 
revived when a number of them 
became involved in fighting dar- 
ing the U.S. invasion of Panama 
in December. 
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